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Basis for decision 
In making my decision, I considered: 


e the content of the record requested 

e the relevant provisions of the Archives Act 1983 
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The findings of facts 


Section 33(1)(a) of the Archives Act provides that: 


a record is exempt from public access if it contains information or matter the 
disclosure of which under this Act could reasonably be expected to cause 
damage to the security, defence or international relations of the 
Commonwealth. 


This record contains: 


e Information which, if disclosed, could affect Commonwealth relations with 
the current government of a foreign country. 

e Information relevant to the capability, sources, objectives, methods, areas of 
interests or operations of an Australian intelligence agency. The information 
is still regarded as sensitive. 


Reasons for decision 


e International relations are dependent on the adequate flow of information 
between one country and another. If sensitive information were disclosed, it 
could lessen the confidence of a foreign government in the Australian 
government and thus damage international relations. 

e Public disclosure of this information could compromise the activities of an 
Australian intelligence agency and impair its ability to carry out its statutory 
function. It would therefore reasonably be expected to cause damage to the 
security of Commonwealth. 


Review of decision 


The National Archives of Australia (the Archives) carefully examines records before 
deciding to exempt any part of them. As part of that process we may consult with 
other agencies which have expertise on specific national and international matters. 


If you do not agree with the decision, you can formally appeal within 28 days of 
receiving: 
1. by first applying to the Archives for an internal reconsideration of my 
decision; and 
2. if you still do not agree with the decision, you can apply to the 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal for a review. 


For more information please read the National Archives Fact Sheet 12 What to do if 
we refuse you access (www.naa.gov.au/about-us/ publications /fact-sheets/fs12.aspx). 
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AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY 
BAGHDAD 


File No: 921/1/1 
Memo No: 206 


3 August 1977 


The Secretary, 
Department of Foreign Affairs, 
CANBERRA 


UNGA 32 - ELECTIONS TO COMMITTEE POSITIONS 


The Embassy of the Sultanate of Oman has 
circularised a Note to missions in Baghdad seeking 
support for their candidature for the following 
positions at UNGA 32: 


(i) Vice-Chairman of the Special Political 
Committee 


(ii) Rapporteur of the Third Committee 
(iii) Vice-Chairman of the Fourth Committee. 


2. For your information. A copy of this 
memorandum has also been sent to our Permanent 
Mission to the United Nations, New York. 


My {nde ~ 


(W. Paterson) 
Second Secretary 
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CHAPTER XIII 


OMAN 


A. CONSIDERATION BY THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 


a The Special Committee considered the question of Oman at its 827th meeting, 
on 17 September 1971. 


2s In its consideration of the item, the Special Committee took into account 

the relevant provisions of the programme of action contained in General Assembly 
resolution 2621 (XXV) of 12 October 1970, as well as those of resolution 2708 (XxV) 
of 14 December 1970 concerning the implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. The Special Committee 
also took into account the provisions of resolution 2702 (xxv) of 14 December 1970 
concerning the question of Oman, by paragraph 6 of which the Assembly requested 
the Special Committee "to follow closely developments regarding the colonial 
situation in the Territory and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its 
twenty-sixth session". 


Se During its consideration of the item, the Special Committee had before it a 
working paper prepared by the Secretariat (see annex to the present chapter) 
containing information on action previously taken by the Special Committee as well 
as by the General Assembly, and on the latest developments concerning the 
Territory. 


h, The Special Committee also had before it three written petitions dated 
11 December 1970 and 6 and 10 June 1971 respectively from the Iram of Oman, 
Ghalib bin Ali (A/AC.109/PET.1163 and Add.1). 


as At the 827th meeting, on 17 September, the Chairman, in a statement to the 
Special Committee (A/AC.109/PV.827), submitted for consideration the text of a 
draft consensus on the item (see paragraph 7 below). 


6. At the same meeting, following a statement by the representative of Iran 
(A/AC.109/PV.82T), the Special Committee adopted without objection the draft 
consensus concerning the item. 


B. DECISION OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 


(fe The text of the consensus adopted by the Special Committee at its 827th 
meeting, on 17 September, to which reference is made in paragraph 6 above, is 
reproduced below: 


The Special Committee, having followed recent developments concerning 
Oman and having noted that the Security Council has under consideration the 
application of the Sultanate of Oman for membership in the United Nations 
(s/10216), decides to suspend consideration of the question of Oman pending 
such action as the General Assembly might wish to take in this connexion at 
its twenty-sixth session. 


Sane 
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Paragraphs 1-28 of this annex were 


yreviously issued under the 


symbol 


A. ACTION PREVIOUSLY TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE SPECIAL COMMITT. 


1. The question of Oman has been considered by the General Assembly since 1960 
and by the Special Committee since 1966. In June 1963, a Special Representative 
of the Secretary-General, Mr. Herbert de Ribbing, visited the Territory at the 
invitation of the Sultan of Muscat and Oman and submitted a report which was made 
available to the General Assembly at its eighteenth session. a/ By resolution 
1948 (XVIII) of 11 December 1963, the General Assembly established an 

Ad Hoc Committee which examined the question and submitted a report on 

8 January 1965. b/ On 17 December 1965, the General Assembly adopted resolution 
2073 (XX) in which it recognized the inalienable right of the people of the 
Territory as a whole c/ to self-determination and independence, called upon the 
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to 
implement a number of measures snd invited the Special Committee to examine the 
situation in the Territory. 


Dy The Special Committee's consideration of the question of Oman is set out in its 
reports to the General Assembly at its twenty-first to twenty-fifth sessions. d/ 
The General Assembly's decisions concerning this question are contained in 
resolutions 1948 (XVIII) of 11 December 1963, 2073 (XX) of 17 December 1965, 

2238 (XXI) of 20 December 1966, 2302 (XXII) of 12 December 1967, 2424 (XXIII) of 

18 December 1968, 2559 (XXIV) of 12 December 1969 and 2702 (XXV) of 

14 December 1970. 


oi In April 1968, the Speciai Committee established a Sub-Committee on Oman, 
composed of Iran, Iraq, Mali, the United Republic of Tanzania and Venezuela. e/ 


a/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Eighteenth Session, Annexes, 
agenda item 78, document A/5562. 


b/ Ibid., Nineteenth Session, Annexes, annex No. 16 (A/5846). 


c/ In reply to a question as to the meaning of the expression "the Territory 
as a whole", it was stated on behalf of the co-sponsors of the draft resolution 
that the Territory of Oman should comprise the whole geographical area, and should 
include the Trucial Sheikdoms as well as the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman 
(see Ibid. , Twenty-first Session, Annexes, addendum to agenda item 23 
(A/6300/Rev.1), chap. XIII, paras. 6 and 7). 


a/ Ibid. , chap. XIII; ibid. , Twenty-second Session, Annexes, addendum to 
agenda item 23 (part III) (A/6700/Rev.1), chap. XIII; ibid., Twenty-third Session, 


Annexes, addendum to agenda item 23 (A/7200/Rev.1), chap. XVII; ibid., Twenty- 
enty-fifth 


fourth Session, Supplement No. 23,(A/7623/Rev.1); chap. XIV; ibid., Twenty-fifth 
Session, Supplement No. 23 (A/8023/Rev.1), chap. XIII. 
e/ Ibid., Twenty-third Session, Annexes, addendum to agenda item 23 


(A/7200/Rev.1), chap. I, paras. 62-84, 


el 


e Sub-Committee was maintained by the Special Committee during 1970, and the 


¢ tion of Oman was referred to it for consideration and report. At the 


o meeting on 29 October 1970, the Chairman of the Special Committee made the 
following statement: f/ 


4, 


Fie 


"It will be recalled that, by adopting the forty-seventh report of the 
Working Group at its 737th meeting, on 13 April 1970, the Special Committee 
decided to maintain the Sub-Committee on Oman and to refer the question of 
Oman to that Sub-Committee for its consideration and report. Subsequently, 
the members of the Sub-Committee on Oman, taking into account current 
developments concerning that Territory, have been in active consultation with 
a view to discharging the mandate entrusted to that Sub-Committee by the 
Special Committee. These consultations are continuing. 


"In the meantime, taking into consideration the desire of the Special 
Committee to make its report available to the General Assembly without delay, 
the members of the Sub-Committee have agreed to recommend that the Special 
Committee decide to transmit to the General Assembly the working paper 
prepared by the Secretariat concerning the Territory in order to facilitate 
consideration of the item by the Fourth Committee, and, subject to any 
directives which the General Assembly might give in that connexion, to give 
consideration to the item at its next session." 


The Special Committee approved the above recommendation at the same meeting. 


On 14 December 1970, the General Assembly adopted resolution 2702 (XXV), the 


operative paragraphs of which read as follows: 


"The General Assembly , 


"1. Reaffirms its resolutions 2238 (XXI) of 20 December 1966, 
2302 (XXII) of 12 December 1967, 242k (XXIII) of 18 December 19€8 and 
2559 (XXIV) of 12 Decerber 1969; 


"2, Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people ° Oman to 
self-determination and to the natural resources of their ‘erritory, as well 
as their right to dispose of those resources in their best interests; 


"3. Urges the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Pritain and 
Northern Ireland to implement fully General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) 
and other relevant resolutions; 


"4. Recommends that the specialized agencies and international 
institutions concerned should study, within the scope of their activities 
and in co-operation with the regional organization concerned and through it, 
the possibilities of extending assistance +o meet the educational, technical 
and health requirements of the people of the Territory; 


f/ TIbid., Twenty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 23 (A/8023/Rev.1), 


chap. XIII, annex IT, 


Liga 


“5. Requests the Secretary-General to intensify, in 
“he Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
th= Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Coloni 
Feoples, the wide dissemination of information about condit 
Territory; Sr 


"6. Requests the Special Committee to follow closely 
regarding the colonial situation in the Territory and to r 
the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session." 


98 B. INFORMATION ON THE rerrtrorye/ 


1. SULTANATE OF MUSCAT AnD oman®/ 


General 


6. The Sultanate of Muscat and Oman lies at the extreme south-east of the 
Arabian peninsula, east of the Rub-al-Khali desert. It has a total area of 
about 82,000 square miles and an estimated population of more than 750,000. 


Political and military developments 


d As previously reported, Sultan Qabus bin Said overthrew his father, 

Said bin Taimur, in a palace coup on 23 July 1970, thus ending a thirty-eight 
year reign. The new Sultan, who is 30 years old and the fourteenth ruler of the 
al Bu Said dynasty, has made his formerly exiled uncle, Tarik bin Taimur, 

Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs. The advisory council is under 
his personal supervision. The seat of the Government has returned to Muscat. 


Reconciliation between the Imam of Oman, Ghalib bin Ali, who has lived in 
xile in Saudi Arabia since 1955, and the new Sultan may be effected through 
he offices of the Secretary-General of the Arab League. It is reported that a 
ettlement between the Sultan and the Imam is essential if Oman is to win the 
recognition it is seeking from other Arab countries. The Imam is considered 
the politico-spiritual leader of the province of Oman, one of three provinces in 
the country: Muscat, Oman and Dhofar. 


9. The Sultanate of Oman has applied for membership in the Arab League and the 
United Nations. i/ The application to join the Arab League will be taken up at 
the next meeting of that organization on 11 September 1971. The Security Council 
Committee on the Admission of New Members to the United Nations has deferred its 
examination of the Omani application. j/ 


10. In January 1968, the United Kingdom Government decided to withdraw its forces 
from the area by the end of 1971. When the Conservative Government came to office 
in June 1970, it continued to advocate this policy but it strongly supported 

a project for a union or federation between certain of the Arab emirates. In 
press interviews, the Prime Minister of Oman has said that he was interested in 
the establishment of such a federation, but that it was premature for the 
Sultanate to join it. For the present, the Sultanate needed to devote its 
attention to internal affairs. He is quoted as having explained, "We find 
ourselves in the position of needing every penny. We just don't have 
administrators or money to spare...". 


g/ This information has been derived from published sources. It 
supplements other information contained in previous reports of the Special 
Committee. (See foot-note d/ above.) 


b/ The new ruler has shortened the name to the Sultanate of Oman. 
/ $/10216. 
4/ $/10294, para. 2. 
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mise The new Prime Minister also reportedly favoured neutrality aa foreign 
affairs, although he advocated maintaining British officers and infiuence int 
Army. He called for conscription and an expanded role for the Army. 


12. The first steps towards a constitutionel government were taken with the 
appointment of several Cabinet ministers, two of whom, the Ministers for Defence 
and for Development are, however, British. The Prime Minister has said in press 
interviews that he is responsible also for information, public health, education, 
the economy and social affairs, while the Sultan has kept for himself defence, 
the interior, finance and oil. 


Security 


13. The Sultan's Armed Forces (SAF), at present under the command of British 
Brigadier General John Graham, consist of one artillery battery and three 
infantry battalions, with about 100 British officers and an air force of twelve 
aircraft, whose officers are all British. According to reports, BAC 167 strike 
fighter jets are expected to be flown by. ex-RAF pilots under contract. It is 
estimated that there are 180 British officers in the country including the 
British Royal Air Force. General Graham is reportedly responsible to Mr. Oldman, 
the Minister of Defence. 


1h. The so-called Dhofari war now reportedly consumes £55 million more than half 
of Cman's annual oil revenue end is the biggest single obstacle to the efforts of 
the new Sultan to moderniz« the country. Since the deposition of the former 
Sultan, the Government has been mobilizing its forces, that is, manoeuvering 
1,500 to 2,000 men in the mountainous areas of Dhofar province with the aim of 
making a decisive move against the guerillas led by the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of the Occupied Arab Gulf (PFLOAG). The guerillas are reported to 


control a population of 35,000. 


15. The war began in 1963 and in 1965 the Dhofar Liberation Front was formed to 
pursue it. In 1968, the Front changed its name to PFLOAG to obtain wider backing. 
The guerilles number up to about 800 supported by a local militia of perhaps 
1,000 and are led by Arabs of the Popular Democratic Front, now headed by 
Mohammed Ahmad Ghussani, born in Salalah over thirty years ago and trained in 
China. The terrain and climate are said to favour the gquerillez, who are 
reportedly receiving moral and propaganda aid from the newly formed Gulf Committee 
which supposedly supports all "liberation" movements in the area. 


16. Following the deposition of the former Sultan in 1970, there was a lull in 
the fighting as the Cmani Government held out its amnesty to the Jebel (mountain) 
tribesmen. This policy brought over some 250 firoahs, or irregulars, to fight _ 
on the SAF's side. At the same time, a coastal strip was "liberated" up to the 
town of Sudh, 60 kilometres from Salalah. The Government also controls the broad 
plain round Salaiah and its aim is to develop these regions so that the nomadic 
mountain tribes will settle there. More than £6 million is being spent to this 


end. 
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oleum Development (Oman) Ltd. (PDO) is the country's major source 

». Headquarters of the PDO is at Mina-El-Fahal. It is also the second 
largest employer in the country and this year it is expected to contribute £50 
to £53 million to the Sultan's Government. This is 50 times more than all 
other taxes collected by the authorities. Reportedly the PDO played an 
important role in the downfall of Sultan Said bin Taimur; he is said to have 
hindered its development by adamantly refusing to create a modern administration, 
to invest in public works or to encourage his subjects to work in the oil fields... 


os 


18. Dr. Wendell Phillips has obtained from the Sultan of Oman an exceptionally 
large maritime concession covering more than 700 km. (437.5 miles) of coast 
from Ras-al-Had to Ras-Minji on the Dhofari border. The concession is from 
50 to 120 km. (31.25 to 75 miles) wide. In 1965, Dr. Phillips received another 
concession in Oman, which he passed on to an Anglo-German consortium, Wintershall 
of Kassel, Federal Republic of Germany, and the Anglo Dutch Shell of Oman. 


19. The proved oil reserves are now estimated at over 680 million tons. Oman 
is not an “oil-rich” State in the sense of some of the others in the area. In 
1970, production, which had been 17 million tons in 1969, actually dropped 

because of declining oil pressures to just over 16 million tons. The opening 
of a new field in 1971 will enable PDO to maintain production only at the 1970 
level. The new field was brought into production rather more rapidly than 

usual so that output could be maintained. Its reserves therefore have not yet 


been fully assessed. 


Public finance 


20. It is reported that £27 million was made available for development during 
1971. During 1970, the Sultanate received a grant of £28,000 from the United 
Kingdom Government as a contribution towards costs of consultants in connexion 
with a proposed new harbour and towards running costs of the Muscat Charitable 
Hospital. 


21. It has been decided to create a new currency to replace the Indian rupee and 
measures to this effect are reportedly in preparation. 


Development 


22. In August 1971 it was reported that Mothercat, a British registered, 
Beirut-based construction company, had completed the 50-room Al-Falaj hotel in 
Muscat, capital of the Sultanate at a cost of £540,000. Design was started in 
October 1970; construction was carried out in eight months and the hotel is 
now in use. Other building work being carried out by the company in Muscat 
during the year included a clinic and 47 houses and flats for the Ministry of 
Health, at a cost of £560,000. 


| 


23. It was reported in March 1971 that cholera had broken out in Oman and hag 
resulted in the temporary closing of the border with some of the Trucial es - i 
Sheikhdoms, to prevent the spread of infection. ® : 


24. The Sultanate's application for membership in the World Health Organization 
(WHO) was approved by that body on 13 May 1971 and Oman became the 130th full 
member of WHO on 28 May 1971. 


25. When the former Sultan was overthrown in 1970, there was one hospital in 3 
the Territory. Since the coup, medical assistance has been made free and nine 
new hospitals are under construction, to be completed in two years' time. 


26. The Sultan has approved contracts for 242 additional miles of paved road 
to strengthen the infrastructure of the country. Muscat's harbour is being 
deepened and docks built to handle large ships. 


27. At the time of the coup there were two schools, one in Muscat and the other 
at Matrah. Primary school enrolment was between 800 and 900. There are 

now 12 primary schools open with an enrolment of 7,000, including a new girls' 
school in Muscat, where 1,200 attend in two shifts. Twenty additional elementary 
schools are planned. There are about 220 teachers in the country, at present 
mostly former Omani émigrés. Included in this number are 15 Palestinian 
teachers. 


28. A weekly newspaper is to be published but will be printed in Beirut because 
there is no printing press in Oman. In addition, a radio station has been opened 
in Muscat and Galala. 


2. TRUCIAL SHEIKHDOMS 
General 


29. The Trucial Sheikhdoms lie north of the Rub-al-Khali desert between the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Sultanate of Oman. Six of the States lie 
between Khor al Odnid and Sha'am and are, from west to east: Abu Dhabi, Dubia, 
Sharjah, Ajman, Umm al Qaiwain and Ras~al-Khaimah. The seventh State, Fujeirah, 
and three enclaves belonging to Sharjah - Kalba, Khor Fakkan and Dibbah - lie 
on the Gulf of Oman, the north-western part of the Indian Ocean. 


30. The area is known geographically as Trucial Oman, a name invented, according 
to a former political agent, Mr. Donald F. Hawley, k/ by Captain F.B. Prideaux, 
Political Agent in Bahrain, early in the twentieth century. The name is intended 
to describe the geographical and historical connexion with the Sultanate of Oman 
and yet emphasize the area's separate physical, social and political identity. 


k/ D. Hawley, The Trucial States, George Allen and Unwin Ltd. 
London, 1970, p- 339. 


~10— 


SS 


A Bare of. ‘Trucial Oman territory, about 50 miles wide, - completely separates 
northern tip of the Musandam peninsula (Ru'us al Jibal), which belongs to the 
eerste, from Oman proper. 


31. The totel area is approximately 30,000 to 32,000 square miles, of which 
the greatest part, 26,000 square miles, is in Abu Dhabi. The total population , 
based on a 1968 census, is about 180,000, of which about one third live in the 
coastal town of Dubai. 


32. The classical Arabic division between the settled population, the Hadhr, 
and the nomads, the Bedu, is found here, with the Hadhr inhabiting both the 
coastal towns and the garden areas in and adjoining the eastern massif, and the 
Bedu inhabiting the remaining desert parts. 


33. The boundaries of the Trucial Coast have not been clearly demarcated and 

in several places have been the subject of disputes with neighbouring countries. 
Three of the more important are: (a) the Iranian claim to three of the islands 
lying some 50 miles off the Trucial Coast - Abu Musa, Tunb and Nebiyu Tunb; 

(ob) the longstanding Saudi Arabian claim to the Buraimi Oasis; and (c) the 

Saudi Arabian claim to a part of Abu Dhabi- 


34, There are many low-lying islands in the shallow sea to the north of the 
western part of the Trucial Coast. Nearly all the islands lying between Qatar 
and Musandam Peninsulas south of latitude 26° have been regarded as belonging to 
Abu Dhabi. Among the notable exceptions are Abu Musa, which the United Kingdom 
has long recognized as belonging to Sharjah and Tunb, and Nabiyu Tunb, which it 
has recognized as belonging to Ral--al-Khaimah since the ruler became independent 
of Sharjah in 1921. There are about 600 inhabitants on these islands who derive 
their livelihood from fishing. Abu Musa and the two Tunbs are strategically 
located near the Straits of Hormuz and are considered to control the freedom of 
shipping in that passage. The Iranian Government has reportedly told both the 
United Kingdom and the Truciel States that it would actively oppose any federation 
that includes Aharjah and Ras—al-Khaimeah until these two States have handed over 
the three islands to which Iran lays claims. 


35. Saudi Arabia's claims have received less attention since it became known in 
1970 that King Feisel had tabled a new set of demands. Re,-:'- at that time did 
not give a clear indication of their extent. But an ultimatum is issued that 
brought to a halt the development of a supposedly promising oil .ield in the 

sand hills bordering the Empty Quarter, to the north of the ‘Riyadh Line” 

which the United Kingdom had recognized as the de facto border since 1935 and 

which it reaffirmed as such in 1955 following the breakdown of arbitzation over the 
Buraimi Oasis. The new claims were made at the beginning of May 1970, when 

Sheikh Zaid of Abu Dhabi visited Riadh at his own initiative to discuss other 
matters with King Feisel. 


——— ee ———————————————————————————————— 


36. On i March 1971 the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
Sir Alec Douglas Home, stated, in the House of Commons: 


=] ]— 


tee ihe Gulf is an area of outstanding strategic importance, not only to 
this country but also to Europe and the rest of the world. In January i 
the former Government announced their intention to terminate the treaties 
with Bahrain, Qatar and the seven Trucial States by the end of 1971 and to 
withdraw British forces from the region. These decisions... brought to 
the surface tensions which had hitherto lain dormant and led a number of 
countries which had previously accepted the British presence in the area 
to declare opposition to its continuance. 


"In these circumstances, Her Majesty's Government have given very 
careful consideration to the future relationship between Britain and the 
Gulf States. In accordance with their undertakings given before the 
General Election, they have held consultations with the Rulers to consider 
how best Britain could contribute in the future to the stability of the 
area. 


"Hon. Members are aware that the Rulers of Bahrain, Qatar and the 
seven Trucial States are continuing discussions among themselves about 
how an acceptable Union of Arab Emirates can be formed. The Saudi Arabian 
and Kuwaiti Governments are also involved in these negotiations. ... 


"Her Majesty's Government strongly support the development of a Union 
of Arab Emirates. The Rulers have recently been told what Her Majesty's 
Government are prepared to offer to a Union in the way of continuing 
links and assistance. 


"Pirst, we are prepared to offer a Treaty of Friendship containing an 
undertaking to consult together in time of need. 


"Secondly, Her Majesty's Government are willing to hand over the 
Trucial Oman Scouts... to form a nucleus of a Union Army. We are prepared 
to make available British officers and other personnel on loan to the 
Union's forces and to assist in the supply of equipment. The Union itself 
would naturally assume full financial responsibility for its own forces. 


"Thirdly, if the Union wishes, elements of British forces, including 
training teams to assist with the training of Union security forces, could 
be stationed there on a continuing basis to act in a liaison and training 
role. 


"Tourthly, training exercises involving British Army and Air Force units 
could take place regularly. 


"Fifthly, there would be regular visits to the area by ships of the 
Royal Navy. 


"Provisions would be made for the review of these arrangements where 
relevant. 


"On their side, Her Majesty's Government would expect the Government 
of the Union to continue to permit the overflying and staging of British 
military eircraft through Union territory on the lines of the present 
arrangements. 


ry i 


; yee addition, Her Majesty's Government are ready to consider ways 
@ of assisting local police forces if so requested. We are also prepared 
to help the Union in development and other appropriate fields. 


"The Rulers have been told that the Treaty of Friendship and these 
proposals would replace the existing Treaties between the United Kingdom 
and Bahrain, Qatar and the seven Trucial States. These Treaties, which 
are the present basis of the protected status of these nine States and 
of Her Majesty's Government's right to conduct their international 
relations, will cease by the end of 1971. 


"I believe, Mr. Speaker, that arrangements of this kind will form a 
sound basis for a continuing and effective British contribution to the 
stability of the ares, and a new and up-to-date relationship between 
Britain and the States concerned. * 


37. Thus, the United Kingdom Government planned to withdraw its operative 
forces by the end cf 1971, but implementation of the policy, it appeared, could 
be delayed if the embryonic Union failed to develop into a plausible political 
federation during the year. In answer to a question from Mr. Duncan Sandys, 

a former Colonial Secretary, the Secretary of State said that if the Union had 
not been formed by the end of the year he would “come back to the House’. 


38. It will be recalled that in August 1970, the Foreign Secretary appointed 
Sir William Luce, a former British Resident in the area and a former Governor 
of Aden, as his special envoy to advise him on the United Kingdom's future 
role in the area. Sir William made a number of visits to the rulers as well 
as to neighbouring Governments in order to bring about the Union of Arab Emirates, 
including the Trucial Sheikhdoms, Bahrain and Qatar. 
x 

39. The United Kingdom Government also supported the unsuccessful diplomatic 
effort of the joint Kuwaiti-Saudi Arabian mission to the emirates which 
reportedly only served to accentuate the disunity. The Kuwaiti-Saudi mission 
which set out in February 1971, proposed a five point agreement: representation 
in a federal perliament on a proportional basis; (b) the merger of defence forces; 

ec) financing the Union on the basis of per capita income; (d) placing the 
over-all development programme in the hands of a federal council; and (e) uniform 
custom duties and tariffs. 


4O. By early summer 1971, hopes for uniting all nine Arab emirates (the Trucial 
Sheikhdoms, Bahrain and Qatar) began to fade. The major points of difference 
between the States centred on representation in a federal assembly, the site 

of the federal capital, voting procedures in the rulers' supreme council and 
budget contributions. According to reports, these problems were viewed by 
informed observers as symptomatic of more extensive disputes over influence 
among the larger States. 


4]. Bahrain and Qatar eventually opted for separate independence and have now 
become full members in both the Arab League and the United Nations. 


h2. On 18 July 1971, six of the Trucial States announced agreement on a federal 


constitution to join their emirates into a political union before the military 
withdrawal of the United Kingdom by the end of 1971. The announcement was made 


ats 


at the end of week-long discussions. The Constitution adopted was an amended 
version of the draft on which representatives of all nine had failed to reach q 
agreement in October 1970. On 6 September, it wes reported that the seventh 
Trucial Sheikhdom, Ras--al-Khaimah, had decided to join the projected federation. 


43. At the same time, it was also announced that King Hussein of Jordan would 
visit the Sheikhdoms and Iran in an attempt to mediate the dispute over the 
islands of Abu Musa, Tunb and Nabiyu Tunb, referred to in paragraphs 33-34 above. 
It is reported that a proposal now under consideration would give Iran the Tunbs 
and leave Abu Musa in Arab hands. 


4h, Under the Constitution, Abu Dhabi and Dubai would each have eight seats 

in a consultative legislature; Sharjah would have six; and the remaining three 
emirates, would have four seats apiece. The distribution of seats to Ras-al-Khaimah 
is not available. There would be a federal cabinet and a Prime Minister. It was 
also reported that 10 per cent of the revenue received from oil (notably from 

Abu Dhabi and Dubai) would be used to finance the federation's budget. A committee 
was to meet to draw up and adopt legislation necessary for the establishment of 
executive organs of the federation. 


45. The federation agreement appeared to indicate that the rulers have formally 
recognized that the proximity of their States, their inter-dependence and the 
smallness of their populations obliged them to co-operate on a number of matters. 
Those most commonly referred to are roads and communications, social services, 
foreign policy and defence. Some consider that what is likely to emerge is 

a loose grouping of States, based possibly on an institution such as the Trucial 
States Development Council which co-ordinates projects for the area. 


46. It is reported that the Federation has sent out several delegations from 
Abu Dhabi to neighbouring States to explain the stages through which the 
Federation has passed so far. 


Abu Dhabi 


47. On 1 July 1971, Sheikh Zaid bin Sultan al Nahyan, the Ruler of Abu Dhabi, 
issued a decree forming a Cabinet. According to the decree, the Crown Prince, 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zaid, was appointed Prime Minister and will also hold the 
portfolios of defence and finance. The Cabinet is composed of 15 ministers. 

Two bills were issued immediately: the first concerned the review of government 
marketing and the second, the setting up of a National Consultative Council, 
composed of not mcre than 50 rerbers, to serve for a rericd of three yecrs. 

Sheikh Zaid issued a statement saying that the provisions of these bills would te 
amended so as to rake them compatible with the provisions of the Constituticn of the 
Arab Emirates Federation. 


48. The Catinet is invested with the authority to outline policies in regard to 


political, social and economic affairs. It approves laws and regulations and 
submits them to the ruler for ratification. 


Sl. 
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Ras-al-Khaimah Mobile Force stated that the strength of his army was 250. 
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50. The legislature which was appointed by Sheikh Zaid on 1 September 1971 has i 
been invested with the authority to study all laws submitted by the Cabinet — j ' 
prior to its preparing recommendations for ratification by the ruler. It would ~ 
also be informed of all international treaties and obligations entered into with 
other States, debate all matters of public interest before responsible ministers 
and submit its reports either to the Cabinet or to the ruler. The National f i 
Consultative Council is to have an eight-month session commencing in October 
of each year. Its session and recess will be decreed by the ruler, who can 
postpone or dissolve the Council if he so wishes. Dissolution of the Council, 
however, must be coupled with a summon. for a new Council to meet within sixty 
days. 


Military developments 


~ 


51. In June 1971, it was announced that the two remaining companies of the 
Staffordshire Regiment stationed in Bahrain would leave for their base in the 
Emirate of Sharjah. 


32. Subsequently, in July, it was reported that the Union of Arab Emirates HY 
had agreed on the establishment of a federal army. The 1,700~strong British- 

officered Trucial Oman Scouts would be the nucleus of this army and the Scouts 

would be strengthened as required. Under the federal constitution individual 

States would retain their own defence forces, but these would be at the disposal 

of the federal army if such a need arose. The British offer of military aid was 

to have been the subject of discussions between government officials from , 
Abu Dhabi and Dubai and those of the United Kingdom in July. 


23. In a letter to The Times (London) dated 14 August 1971, the Commander of the 


54. On 4 August, in the House of Commons, it was stated for the Foreign 

Secretary that Her Majesty's Government proposed that land and fixed assets no | 
longer required by Her Majesty's Government and then held for defence and civil 
aviation*purposes in Bahrain and Sharjeh, together with certain associated movable | 
assets, should be transferred without charge to the appropriate Governments. 
Proposals to this effect, together with a number of releted financial matters, 

had been put to the Governments concerned. i 


25. At mid-1971, it was reported that the British military withdrawal was 
proceeding steadily and troop levels were already down by some 25 per cent, to 
less than 4,000. 


Economic conditions 
56. The pattern of development has been complicated not only by the number and 


diversity of the Trucial States but also by the different sources from which funds 
have come. The richer States, Abu Dhabi and Dubai, have increasingly used their 
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own resources. The United Kingdom from 1955 onwards has contributed to the ee *' 
Trucial States Development Fund under successive five-year schemes. In April W1, 4 
it was stated in the House of Commons that, in 1970, the Trucial States had ; 
received £200,000 from the United Kingdom in the form of bilateral grants and 
£10,000 from an outside aid programme. 


57. In 1970, it was reported that Dubai had imported 250 tons of gold, or nearly 
18 per cent of the total 1969 production in the western world. It was usually 
imported from London, Zurich or Paris by air at a rate of between $US 70 and $US 80 
an ounce in the form of tolas. 1/ Slim, well-maintained dhows with powerful 
diesel engines below decks have then ferried it across some 1,200 miles of the 
Arabian Sea to India, where the importing of gold is illegal. There the 

smuggled gold commands a substantial mark-up. 


58. Dealers are reportedly reticent about their operations, but by some 
estimates a dhow that makes three successful trips a year can turn a 100 per cent 
profit. Only one cargo in eight is said to be intercepted. 


59. For the first time in several years, the United Kingdom was the leading 
supplier of goods to Dubai. Imports from the United Kingdom have steadily 
climbed from £3.2 million in 1966 to £16.7 million in 1970. United Kingdom 
shipments of arms and ammunition, electrical goods and building materials have 
all increased, 


60. As a further stage in Sheikh Rashid's plan for developing the coastal area 
of Dubai, the Ruler has signed a £5.1 million contract with Costain Civil 
Engineering for a land reclamation scheme involving the creation of some 

130 hectares for development purposes. Beside the provision of extra useful 

land near the centre of Dubai-town, the work would also help combat coastal 
erosion. The reclamation project which involves the construction of a 13,000 feet 
long seawall is on the opposite shore to the Port Rashid deep-water harbour 
currently under construction by the company. The work is to take two years. 


61. Plans are going ahead in Abu Dhebi for launching four major industrial products: 


(a) The first is a cement factory with a producing capacity of 200,000 tons 
to be constructed in Al Ain (Buraimi) near the mountain of Hafeeth. Holdenbank of 
Switzerland has been appointed as consultant for the project which is to cost Bahrain 
BD 5 million. m/ The project is expected to be run by the Government with 
participation from the private sector. 


(b) The second project involves the construction of a sulphur recovery 
plan and a sulphuric acid unit, both to supply the desalination plan in Abu Dhabi 
and for export purposes. The British consultants, Humphreys and Glasgow, were 
commissioned to submit a feasibility report which is expected to be completed 
by the end of 1971. 


1/ The tola is an Indian form of measure equivalent to 7 grammes 
(3-3/4 ounces). 
n/ 1 Bahrain dinar (BD) equals $US 1.90.. 
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62. The State of Ajman is the smallest of the Trucial States. According to the 
1968 census, its population was 4,200. It has no resources apart from the sea r 
and the gardens at Manama and Masfut. According to a recent press report, 
Sheikh Rashid bin Humaid stated that the population is now 12,000, including 
3,000 fishermen. Through the sales of fish (hamour) and fish nets around the 
-area, Ajman is profiting indirectly from the area's expanding wealth. The 
Sheikh also stated that the State had more fishing boats - 150 by his count - 
than the other neighbouring Arab States. Sales of fish traps increased by 
20 per cent over 1970. { 


63. Of the Trucial States only Abu Dhabi has large amounts of oil on stream at ' 
the moment but Dubai is now joining it and all the other sheikhdoms have se, 
granted concessions for onshore and off-shore explorations. 


Oil 


64. Mr. Hawley in his book on the Trucial States n/ states that the “very first 
hole drilled by Abu Dhabi Marine Areas, Ltd. (1958) proved fruitful, a rare 
occurrence in the history of oil exploration. Four years later, in June 1962, 


the first cargo of crude oil was exported from Das Island. Meanwhile, exploration 


has continued on land in the concession area held by the Abu Dhabi Petroleum f 
Company, Ltd. - an associate of the Iraq Petroleum Co. By December 1963, it in = 
its turn had exported its first oil. These two oil discoveries dramatically “| 


changed the fortunes of Abu Dhabi and the neighbouring Trucial States", 


65. Abu Dhabi is the wealthiest of the Trucial States and under the least pressure 

to devise ways of diversifying its economy. Its oil revenue of £78 million in 

1969 represented 98 per cent of government revenue. Production was increased 

to 700,000 barrels per day in less than ten years. It is reported that the ‘ 
petroleum revenues of Abu Dhabi will pass from £95 million in 1970 to £135 million - 

in 1971 because of the Teheran Agreement described below. This increase will be 

the result of a 15 per cent rise in petroleum exports in addition to a 19 per cent / 
increase on the posted price which goes from $US 1.88 to SUS 2.23. It had 

increased from 17 million tons to 28 million between 1966 and 1969. In 1970, 

23.8 million tons of oil were exported, representing an increase of 15.8 per cent 

over 1969 exports. 


66. Abu Dhabi Petroleum represents an investment divided as follows: Compagnie ce 
francaise des Pétroles (23~3/h per cent), Royal Dutch Shell (23-3/4 per cent), “er 
Standard Oil of New Jersey (11-7/8 per cent), Mobil (11-7/8 per cent) and 
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n/ Hawley, op.cit., p. 209. 
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Participation and Exploration Corporation, a subsidiary of Gulbenkian in Paris 

(5 per cent). Ave Dhabi Marine Areas, Ltd. is owned by British Petroleum and 
aioe Dutch Shell (two thirds) and Compagnie francaise des Pétroles (one mira 
Other foreign oil compenies in Abu Dhabi include Phillips Petroleum, R.J. Reynolds 
industries and Italy's state-owned oil agency, as well as the Japanese owned 

Abu Dhabi Oil Company (ADOCO). The latter plans to start production from its 
off-shore Mubarraz field by the end of 1972. The output shovld eventually reach 
200 ,000 barrels daily (a rate of 10 million tons a year). This would make 

ADOCO, which is owned by Maruzen, Daikyo and Nippon Mining, the second largest 
Japanese overseas oil company. The seventh well out of the thirty to thirty-five 
planned is about to be drilled. In Noverber 1971, work is to start cn an 
off-shore production platform. Altogether, investment facilities are estimated 
at $US 50 million to $US 60 million. 


67. A Japanese parliamentary delegation visited Abu Dhabi recently in connexion 
with a Japanese plan to bring together all the Japanese overseas oil operations 
under one holding company. The purpose is apparently to secure petroleum 

resources on a stronger financial basis and to challenge the major Western 
companies’ predominance. It is understood that the initiative came from 

Japanese banks, particularly the Mitsubishi Bank and the Industrial Bank of Japan 
which have an important interest in current oil explorations. Japan is one of 

the chief reasons for the surge in production of the cnshore field of the Abu Dhabi 
Petroleum Company (see above). 


68. In April 1971, it was reported that Syracuse Oils had announced that an 
Ocean Oil Corporation operator for the Abu Dhabi joint venture had signed a 
contract to drill a 12,000 foot exploratory well on a concession located off 
the coast. The concession is owned 60 per cent by Pan Ocean and 20 per cent 
each by Syracuse Oils and Wington Enterprises. The drilling was to begin in May. 


6S. The Fateh (Good Fortune) Field, located 50 miles off shore started Dubai oil 
production in September 1969 and yields 5 million tons a year - 4 revenue of 

212 million. Another strixe in Dubsi's territorial waters at the end of 1970 

was made only six miles from this field. Continental Oil is the operating 

company in Dubai, although there are three others present: Dubai Marine Areas, 
which is a joint subsidy of CFP and Spanish Hispanoil, Germen Erdol A/G and 

Dubai Sun Oil. The implementation of the 55 per cent tax rate increase which 
follows the Teheran Agreement (see below) is to be retroactive to jh November 1970. 


70. On 14-February 1971, after several months of hard bargaining a five-year 
confidential agreement was signed in Teheran between the members of the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) end twenty-two cr twenty-three 
oil companiés o/ operating in the area. OPEC which was established in Geneva 

in 1960 and moved its headquarters to Vienna in 1965, has a membership of ten 
countries including the following: Abu Dhabi, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar and 

Saudi Arabia.p/ The oil production of the ten represents 85 per cent ; 


o/ Reports vary concerning the number of oil companies. 


p/ The cther four are Algeria, Indonesia, Libya and Venezuela. 
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71. The agreement followed two warnings by the Shah of Iran that the OPEC 
countries would seriously consider stopping the flow of their oil to the West 

if negotiations with the Western oil companies broke down. The first warning 

was given on 2h January 1971 at a press conference. The second came on 3 February 
in a statement made before the Iranian Parliament at which ministers of the 

six oil producing States in the area were present. He urged the countries of the 
region to adopt a system in accordance with the resolutions of the United Nations 
safeguarding the rights of sovereignty and independence of each nation, a system 
finding precedents in other parts of the world, and which insures the stability 
and confidence sought by consumer countries, 


72. . In effect, an air of crisis had hung over the oil industry since 3 May 1970 
with the break in Syria of Tapline (Trans--Arabian Pipeline) running from Dhahran, 
Saudi Arabia to the Mediterranean snd carrying 408,000 barrels of oil per day. 

On 12 December 1970, at its twenty-first conference, held in Caracas, OPEC adopted 
li resolutions, including No. 120, which requested, inter alia, (a) fixing 4 
95 per cent as the minimum net income tax rate the oil companies would pay to the 
OPEC nations; (b) elimination of differences between the posted crude prices and 
the prices used as a basis for calculating tax rates among OPEC member nations - 
basing these on the highest posted price in effect and taking into consideration 
the geographical situation and the type of oil of the exporting country; 

(c) adoption of a new policy for adjusting the differences in any particular 
situation between the posted oil prices and the prices used as the basis for tax 
calculation; (ad) fixing a uniform total increase in the posted prices and the 
prices used as the basis for tax calculation, and {e) complete abolition, effective 
as from 1 January 1971, of the discounts granted to oil companies. It initially 
gave oil companies thirty-one days to accept these terms. Negotiations, however, 
broke down on several occasions. . 


73. Following a special two-day session of OPEC in Teheran in early February, 
during which the Organization had resolved to place a complete embargo on 
petroleum exports if it did not receive higher prices for its oil by 15 February , 
official negotiations resumed on 12 February between the producing countries and 
the oil companies. The oil companies were represented by Lord Strathalmond of 
British Petroleum, and the six oil producing countries in the area by the Iranian 
Finance Minister, Dr. Jamshid Amouzegar. The signing ceremony took place just 
eight and a half hours before the deadline set by OPEC. The guarantees cover 

90 per cent of the projected output by the major companies in the area this year. 


Th. The text of the document reportedly agrees that the tax structure would be 
observed regardless of better terms negotiated by producers exporting from the 
Mediterranean (such as Algeria and Libya) and any other world producer (an 
assurance reportedly aimed at Venezuela). This is to halt the practice of 
"Leap frogging™ to which the companies objected. 


q/ Canada, Nigeria and Syria also produce and export considerable petroleum 
preducts. 
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Le The Senenvas conference of the Organisation of Arab Oil. Exporting Countries 4 
(OAPEC) met in Kuwait in June. The eight-member organization includes the 
imirates of Abu Dhsbi and Dubai. It was founded in January 1968 by Kuwait, 
Libya and Saudi Arabia. ‘The organization is meant to be a sort of Arab “oil 
common market. Members exchange technical knowledge and capital investment , 
co-ordinate their oil policies toward the companies and initiate joint projects. 
Two of these projects, namely, creation of a tanker fleet and construction of a 
drydock, were on the agenda of the meeting in Kuwait. The next meeting of 
OAPEC is to convene in Abu Dhabi on 7 October. 
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76. Western Europe and Japan have little hope, according to those who have 
studied the subject, of escaping from dependency on imported oil. OPEC members 
already supply 85 per cent of Western Europe's oil. The anticipated production 
of North Sea oi] by 1975 will cover about one year's increase in European demand, 
which rose by 13 per cent in 1970. Until additional Indonesian oil fields are 
déveloped, Japan must continue to depend on the Middle East for 90 per cent 

of its petroleum. 


17. The United States is both the world's largest producer and largest consumer. 
Oil today provides 45 per cent of its energy. Gas, frequently found with oil, 
accounts for another 33 per cent. The United States imports 23 per cent of its 
petroleum, mostly from Canade and Venezuela, but the era of reliance on neighbouring 
countries is coming to an end. Recently, Mr. M.A. Wright, Chairman of the Board 
of Humble Oil Company predicted that by 1985 the United States would be dependent 
on foreign supplies for more than 60 per cent of its oil. Most of that would 
have to come from the Middle East, which together with North Africa, has about 

75 per cent of the world's proved reserves. Whether this prediction is true 

or not may depend on what price the United States is willing to pay for 

self sufficiency in oil. United States domestic production is expected to 

reach a peak within two years and thereafter slowly decline. Even if large 
quantities of oil from the Alaskan North Slope reach consumers by 1975, there 
will still be a considerable gap between the output of the United States and 

its consumption. 


78. Meeting in July in Vienna, OPEC admitted Nigeria as its eleventh member. 
At this session, the 11 members decided to take immediate steps towards 

whet was called “the effective implementation of the principle of participation 
in the existing oil concessions". A Ministerial Committee consisting of the 
representatives of Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya and Saudi Arabia was to submit 
concrete recommendations to an extraordinary OPEC conference scheduled to open 
22 September in Beirut. 


79. As far as the Trucial States are concerned, the Abu Dhabi Government has 
prepared a draft law establishing a State Oil Corporation along the lines of 
those set up by other producing States. The company is to play an important 
role in developing a public sector in the petroleum and petro-chemical industries. 


The legislation apparently allows for joint participation in projects by private 
interests. 
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80. At the third annual Conference of the Union of Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry of the Gulf Amirates, held in Bahrain in May 1971, discussions were 

he"@ emong other things, on the establishment of a company to market oil 
“Oe and the establishment of a company to take part in oil prospecting in 
the area. Also under discussion were the establishment of 2 shipping company and 
the development of commercial aviation in the area. It was decided to obtain 

the help of other Arab countries which have shipping companies and establishments 
for oil refining and prospecting. 


Transport and communications 


81. In this same field, Sheikh Rashid, Ruler of Dubai, opened his country's 

new £4.1 million International Air Terminal on 13 May 1971.. The terminal, 

built under a turnkey contract by Costain Civil Engineering, was completed ahead 
of schedule. Costain was responsible for the detailed structural, mechanical, 
electrical and civil engineering design and has fully equipped the building. 
Additional extensions to the runway and taxi-way systems are being built by 

the company and it is estimated that by the end of 1971, the Dubai Airport will 
be able to accept airliners of the 747 category. There are now three 
“international” airports on the Trucial Coast within 100 miles of each other. 
The other two are at Abu Dhabi end Skarjah. 


82. Recently, on 10 September 1971, the Government of Abu Dhabi invited 
suitably qualified contractors to tender for construction of the first section 
of the Abu Dhabi-Qatar highway, from Abu Dhabi to Tarif. The highway will be 
a single roadway, approximately 112 kilometres long. 


83. A conference to co-ordinate broadcasting frequencies in the Gulf States 

was held in Doha (Qatar) in June 1971. It was to be attended by representatives 
of the Trucial Emirates, Oman, the Arab League Department of Communications and 
the Arab Broadcasting Services Union. The conference aimed at setting up a 
committee and a permanent general secretariat to co-ordinate frequencies for civil 
and commercial purposes in the region. This had previously been done by the 
Frequency Assignment Committee in Bahrain which is due to end its services by 

the end of 1971. 5 


Educational conditions 


84. Mr. Hawley in his book cited above r/ has the following to say on the 
subject of education in the Trucial States: 


"General 
"Until the early 1950s, religious teachers instilled traditional 


Islamic education of the elementary kind... Little boys sat in small 
circles learning the Koran by heart, and the three Rs was the highest to 


r/ Hawley, op.cit, pp. 234-238. 
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which the local schools aspired. The number of boys at school - of course 
there were no girls ~ was small, and illiteracy correspondingly high. 


"In 1953 the Political Agent... invited the rulers to co-operate 
in initiating a new system, and the British Government, as part of its | 
policy of greater involvement on land, built e school at Sharjah, 
teachers for which were provided by the Kuwait Education Department. 

In 1956 the Trucial States Council agreed that the Political Agent, as 
Chairman, should write to the Kuwait authorities suggesting that all 
educational effort should be co-ordinated through the Council. 


"The British Government built further schools over the next few years 
at Sharjah, Abu Dhabi, Ras-al-Khaimah and Khor Fakkan. In 1958 the 
Kuwait authorities began to take a keener interest in the capital side 
of the education programme, and took over from Britain the building of 
the projected schools at Ajman and Umm al Qawain. 


"Meanwhile, in 1957, the ruler of Sharjah... approached the UAR 
(United Arab Republic) which sent an educational mission; in 1958-9 the 
rulers of Ras—al-Khaimah and Dubai also approached Cairo for teachers and a 
number were sent, who came under the administrative control of the UAR 
educational mission in Sharjah. In 1959 the Qatar Education Department 
entered the field and, like Kuwait, they supplied teachers and also paid 
for new school buildings - at Dubai and Sharjah. 


"Self-help, too, was not lacking. The ruler of Dubai in 1958 
magnanimously turned his own palsce into an elementary school in the winter 
months and one school was built there by local subscription. The ruler of 
Dubai and some other rulers paid the salaries not only of the locally 
engaged teachers but also of other teachers who, though not provided 
directly by the Kuwait Education Department were recruited with their 
assistance from Jordan, Syria, and the Gaza Strip. Bahrain, which had 
financed a teacher-training programme for Trucial States boys, also 
provided teachers for Abu Dhabi. By 1964 there were 113 teachers provided 
by Kuwait, 80 by the UAR, 34 by Qatar and 9 by Bahrain. Eighteen only were 
from the Trucial States. 


"Kuwait Aid 


"“Rducational aid from Kuwait was at first on a small scale, but it 
was gradually increased until in the academic year 1967-8 there were 
38 schools, 28 of which had been built by Kuwait, and an enrolment of 
10,549 boys and girls. Kuwait provided the basic requirements of these 
schools ~ desks, books, stationery, clothes and a daily light meal for 
all pupils.” 


At this point, Mr. Hawley directs the reader's attention to the following 


foot—-note: 


ine One 


86. 


rrr 


"Enrolment in 1967-8 was as follows: 


"Schools Students | : Teachers 
Emirate Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total Men Women Total 
Dubai 6 4 10 2 BS 8E6 236383 24.968 97 ho 139 
Sharjah 6 6 12 1,960" 1.275. 35235 TT The) 126 
Ras~al- 5 5 10 1,163 759 1,922 5T 37 94 
Khaimah 

Umm al Qawaim z L 2 217 141 358 13 T 20 
Ajman 1 al 2 360 168 528 15 5 20 
Fujairah he i 2 239 99 338 8 5 13 

Total 20 18 38 6,754 3,795 10,549 267 1h5 a ey 


He continues: 


"According to Kuwait records two classes for male teachers and one for 
female teachers were opened in the same year as the nucleus of a teacher- 
training college. Sixty pupils were sent abroad for University studies 
at the expense of the Kuwait Government, and two evening classes for 
commercial studies were opened. 


"The Kuwait curriculum was followed in all the schools - except in Abu 
Dhabi - modified slightly to take account of the fact that the educational 
periods in the Trucial States consisted of four years primary, four years 
intermediate and four years secondary, whereas in Kuwait itself they 
consisted of six years primary, three years intermediate and three years 
secondary. ... By 1967 Dubai, and Ras~al-Khaimah each had one intermediate/ 
secondary school; there were primary/intermediate schools in Dubai (2), 
Sharjah (2), Ras--al-Khaimah (2) and Ajman: and there were primary schools 
in all States. 


"The pattern in Abu Dhabi, however, was different and the ruler made 
his own arrangements for recruitment of teachers, mainly Jordanians. Progress 
was very slow. Subsequently, after Sheikh Zaid ibn Sultan became ruler, 
education was put on a more even keel, and in 1966 a British Director of 
Education... was appointed. At this time there were only four elementary 
schools for boys and one for girls with a total enrolment of 587 students. 
Between 1966 and 1968 five more schools were built and enrolment stood 
at 2,300, with 77 teachers. By 1968-9 the number of teachers had risen 
to 233 and enrolment to 4,380. Education was free, and students were 
given monthly allowances and free transport from home to school. The 
curriculum was based on the Jordanian system. However, in 1968 an Iraqi 
director took over... and plans were made to draw up @ new cirriculum based 
more closely on the system followed in the UAR and Kuwait. 


"Britain's main contribution in the field of education was the 
initiation and development of technical education, although the 
Agricultural School at Ras-al-Khaimah and the school of the Trucial 
Oman Scouts were also paid for from British funds. 


223. 


“Technical Education 


"A Trade School was opened in Sharjah in 1958 with one class of 18 vs 
and this marked the beginning of technical education in the Trucial f 
States, ... The initial aim was to train artisans, and results were rapid. 
After only a year, many of the first batch of students left, already better 
qualified than other local people. Fortunately some of the best remained, | 
and in 1960 four were sent to the Sudan for training as instructors, thus 
beginning the policy, continued subsequently, of providing a trained staff | 
from local people. 


"Efforts were made in 1960 to co-ordinate education in the Trucial States , 
with a higher degree of local control than there had been in the past. The 
ruler of Dubai went so far as to appoint, in 1951, a Sudanese Director of 
Education for his own State as a first step in this direction, However, the 
necessary co-operation with the then existing educational personnel was 
lacking and the project was dropped. 


"At first, Shaikh Shakhbut ibn Sultan attempted to recruit staff at too 
low an initial wage, and the staff so recruited for 1958-59 when the first 
school was opened in Abu Dhabi, were so unsatisfactory that no teachers at 
all were employed in the following year. 


"3. By 1964, the curriculum covered four main courses: general 
engineering, motor-vehicle maintenance, carpentry and cabinet-making, and 
electrical installation. All students were given lessons in technology, 
general science and social studies, as well as the subjects included earlier. 

"In 1961 a decision was taken to open a trade school at Dubai, paid for 
by the ruler of Dubai and the British Government jointly. Students from the 
Sharjah Trade School helped to build the new premises. The Dubai school was 
opened in 1964 with 36 students, and three-year courses were introduced 
covering mechanical engineering, carpentry and cabinet-making, and electrical 
installation, 


"Improved educational standards at the same time permitted the extension 
of the courses at the Sharjah school tc three years. By the end of 1964, 
literacy in Arabic after a full four years' primary education became the 
minimum qualification for entry to both schools. In 1966 s three-year 
commerical course was added to the curriculum of the Dubai school; the subjects 
taught were Arebic and English typing, Arabic and English language, 
mathematics and accountancy, business administration, office practice and 
procedure, commercial law and geography. The first intake was 15. In 
1967 the Trucial States Council took over financial responsibility for both 
schools, as well as a new Trade School at Ras—al-Khaimah. 


"By 1968 there was an annual intake of 80 students at Dubai, and the 
length of the course was extended to four vears. The intake at Sharjah was 48, 
but expansion was planned tc put it on all fours with Dubai. By 1968 there 
were 104 students enrolled at the Sharjah Trade School and 194 at the Dubai 
Trade School. The target was 750 bovs receiving technical education in the 
Trucial States by 1974, which would be the equivalent of 20 per cent of the 
applicable male age group. 


"a steadily increasing number of Trucial States students received further 
technical education abroad in Khartoum, Kuwait, Bahrain and Beirut, but by 
@r the majority of them were receiving training in the United Kingdom. 


"A General Scholarship Programme was started under the Trucial States 
Development Fund in 1967, the object of which was to produce students 
qualified for the Publie Service. By 1968 there were 20 students studying 
under the scheme in the United Arab Republic, Jordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, 
Sudan and the United Kingdom, 


"The Agricultural School was started in 1957 in conjunction with the 
Agricultural Trials Station at Ras~sli~Khaimah, This was a boarding school, 
and boys came from all parts of the Trucial States. The object was to teach 
boys the three Rs up to elementary school level, and to give them a grounding 
in agricultural metnods which they could apply among their own people. The 
teaching was, however, a little haphazard until 1960, when a qualified 
Sudanese teacher arrived. By 1962 there were 80 boys, most of whom were 
boarders and who came from all parts of the Trucial States including Buraimi, 
In 1967 the school was converted to an Agricultural School in the true sense 
of the word, giving a two-year course in agriculture designed for students 
who had already completed three to four years of intermediate schooling.” 


E> a 06/7 YMA Totes 


e a 
UNITED NATIONS Tafew Poke 


ASSEMBLY 


A/8423/Add.5 (Part III)* 
1 October 1971 


OROGINAL: ENGLISH 


Agenda items 69 and 2% 


REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD 
TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF 


INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES 


(covering its work during 1971) 


Rapporteur: Mr. Yilma TADESSE (Ethiopia ) VAAL 
CHAPTER XIII Ab 
a oe 
Conn > ine Ath 
iy GF 


CONTENTS 


Ay. CONSIDERATION BY THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE .°. «. - « + «© + we sPae s a 


* This document contains chapter XIII of the Special Committee's report to 
the General Assembly. The general introductory chapter will be issued under the 


symbol A/8423. Other chapters of the report will be issued under the same symbol 


Az 


sued subsequently as Supplement No. 23 


or as addenda. The complete report will be is 


Official Records of the Twenty-sixth Session of the General Assembly. 


Nocy oo 
ee 
® ry 206/7/1. == 

UNITED NATIONS B? 


GENERAL GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 


A/8456 
6 October 1971 


—F <4 ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 


Twenty-sixth session 
Agenda item 69 


QUESTION OF OMAN 
Report of the Fourth Committee 


Rapporteur: Mr. Yilma TADESSE (Ethiopia) 


de At its 1939th plenary meeting, on 25 September 1971, the General Assembly 
on the recommendation of the General Committee (A/8500), decided to include in 
the agenda of its twenty-sixth session and to allocate to the Fourth Committee 
for consideration and report an item entitled "Question of Oman: report of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples". 
2. At its 1920th meeting, on 6 October, on the proposal of the representative 
of Iraq, the Fourth Committee decided to take up the question of Oman as a 
matter of priority. 


St At the same meeting, the Rapporteur of the Special Committee on the 


Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 

of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples introduced the chapter of the 
report of that Committee relating to the item (A/8423/Add.5 (part III)). 

h, At the same meeting, the representative of Iraq submitted for the Committee's 
consideration the text of a draft consensus on the item (A/C.4/L.987). 

Bie The Fourth Committee, at the same meeting, adopted the draft consensus 


without objection (see paragraph 6 below). 
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RECOMMENDATION OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE 


6. The Fourth Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the 


following draft consensus: 
Question of Oman 


The General Assembly, having examined the chapter of the report of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
concerning the question of Oman (A/8423/Add.5 (part ITII)), and noting that the 
Security Council in its resolution 299 (1971) of 30 September 1971 "recommends 
to the General Assembly that Oman be admitted to membership in the United 
Nations", decides to conclude consideration of the item entitled "Question of 
Oman" by taking note with satisfaction that Oman has achieved the goals set forth 
in the Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and by extending to the Government 


and the people of Oman its best wishes for peace and prosperity in the future. 
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UN.759 UNCLASSIFIED 


ADMISSION OF OMAN TO THE UNITED NATIONS 


ON 30 SEPTEMBER 1971, THE SECURITY COUNCIL UNANIMOUSLY 
ADOPTED THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION ON THE RECOMMENDATION OF ITS 
ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE: 


BEGINS: 


THE SECURITY COUNCIL, CUNDERLINED) 
HAVING EXAMINED (UNDERLINE TWO) THE APPLICATION OF OMAN FOR 
ADMISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS (S/10216), CUNDERLINE IN BRACKETS) 
RECOMMENDS (UNDERLINED) TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT OMAN BE 
ADMITTED TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE UNITED NATIONS. 


ENDSss6 


THE PDR OF YEMEN INTERVENED TO REITERATE THEIR OPPOSITION 
TO OMAN’S MEMBERSHIP, 


A/FOREIGN MINISTER 
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MIN AND DEPT DEFENCE 
JIO 

PMS 


ACTION: UNIA 

SEC DEPSEC(A) A/DEPSEC(B) PR LA FAS (A) NA SA SEA 
FAS (PW) PC EAME FAS(DEF) DP Ic FAS (DVP) ICR FAS CIO) 
UNIA SAS(LGL) LTB UNL FAS (MS) 


CAIRO DAR ES SALAAM ISLAMABAD TEHERAN TEL AVIV 


(RAT 


\N 


. exurmencr yaw Merenr fF —> 206/9/), 


7 of mer. vec. ™ CONFIDENTIAI (az2 
| e 23-7 vot 1970 
-104- 
CONFIDENTIAL 


FOURTH COMMITTEE 
Item 66 : QUESTION OF OMAN 
Representative Mr Rogers 
Alternate Mr Rowe 
Adviser Mr Ulari 

Statements on this item during the general debate on the nine 
remaining items held between 13th November and the 10th December were largely 
repetitive of those of previous years although two delegations, Albania and 
Iraq, implied that the United Kingdom had been instrumental in the replacement 
of Sultan Said bin Taimr by his son in the coup which occurred on the 23rd July, 
1970, 
2 The United Kingdom repeated its formal position that Oman was a 
sovereign state and not being a dependency could not properly be discussed by 
the Fourth Committee, This position was supported by a commnication of the 
26th September, 1970 from the Prime Minister of Oman to the Secretary-—General 
which had not been brought to the attention of the Fourth Committee, 
3, On the 8th December the representatives of Indonesia and Kenya 
introduced a draft resolution (document A/C.4/L,982) on behalf of twelve 
Afro-Asians and Yugoslavia, Apart from preambular paragraph 3, vich referred to 
General Assembly resolution 2621 (XXV), and a variation to the wording of 
operative paragraph 6, which requested "the Special Committee to follow closely 
developments regarding the colonial situation in the Territory and to report 
thereon to the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session", the draft 
resolution was identical to the resolution adopted at the previous session, 
he In its preambular paragraphs the resolution recalled resolution 
1514 (XV); bore in mind the relevant provisions of resolution 2621 (XXV) ; 


expressed concern about the situation in the Territory of Oman; and deplored 


ap Oe > 
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FOURTH COMMITTEE ; It 
the refusal of the United Kingdom to implement the relevant General Assembly 


CONFIDENTIAL 


resolutions concerning the Territory, 

a In its operative paragraphs the resolution reaffirmed the previous 
resolutions relating to the question of Oman; reaffirmed the inalienable 
right of the people of Oman to self-determination and to the natural resources 
of their Territory, as well as their right to dispose of those resources in 
their best interests; urged the United Kingdom Government to implement fully 
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and other relevant resolutions; 
recorgended that the specialised agencies and international institutions 
concerned should study, within the scope of their activities and in 
co-operation with the regional organisation concerned and through it, the 
possibilities of extending assistance to meet the educational, technical and 
health requirements of the people of the Territory; requested the Secretary-— 
General to intensify, in consultation with the Special Committee, the wide 
dissemination of information about conditions in the Territory; and requested 
the Special Committee to follow closely developments regarding the colonial 
situation in the Territory and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its 
twenty-sixth session, 

6, On the 11th December the resolution was adopted by the Committee 

by a roll-call vote of 57 in favour, 16 against (Australia, Austria, Belgium, 
Canada, Israel, Italy, Malawi, Netherlands, New Zealand, Portugal, South Africa, 
United States, Scandinavians) with 19 abstentions, 

7. The resolution was adopted in plenary on 14th December as resolution 
No, 2702 by 70 in favour, 17 against (Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, 


Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Malawi, Netherlands, New Zealand, Portugal, South 


Africa, United States, Scandinavians) with 22 abstentions, 
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FOURTH COMMITTEE : Item 66 
8, The United Kingdom absented itself during the discussion of the item 
and when the vote was taken in the Committee and in plenary. 
Documents 
re ae (Part II) - Report of Committee of Twenty-Four 
A/C, 4/L.982 - Draft resolution 
A/C, 4/L.984 - Financial implications 
A/8242 — Report of Fourth Committee 
A/C. 4/SR,1896, 1901-1909, 

1913-1915, 1917 - Committee records 
A/PV.1928 - Plenary record 
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World Health Organisatio fing the 130th 
member, 


aries 


LED UY Mg) 
LA Gener 


UA. Resolution 


OM AN - 
Wiig Zé 4 Cid cela’ LET Logs AE Sw hy 
J toy Cralich: (Ab Gy wii tipo 0538 SE gay im prs 
Voting : 
K ame F >. Lin You C 2 
= Leslee ihe ae ) 


ES abe 
Lb aGsbentions 


Pest Vols 


Re Solution L302 


19Q$ Resolution. 2uU2y4 

VieT wd 
bt (n aAfor F : : 
Er; eae — (tustretia) 
ab hie, Tions 

(969 Kexet., Te es & 

Woti 

st he faves 
I> CAL KF e (A ustratia) 
pens Ob Teuton, | 


eS ile lie ty € Liter ee té kh tele FEIT D AIF 


Atiuk Quen 4 tegen “ey 


Ee Tee eG 


/] : BES ae (770 


fO7- AGF Abie, 


eee ob | @/y 


DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS y | 
SSR Bs ae Pag: 
INWARD CABLEGRAM 
Cww5 1.129477 
FROM TOD 08.12470..01800 LT 
AUSTRALIAN MISSION TO UNITED NATIONS TOR 09.12.70e0.0936 LT 
NEW YORK 


UN1688 UNCLASSIFIED 
ADDRESSED CANBERRA UN.1688, REPEATED WASHINGTON 570. 
FOURTH COMMITTEE : OMAN 


FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF DRAFT RESOLUTION SPONSORED BY ALGERIA, 
INDONESIA, MALI, MAURITANIA, TUNISIA, SYRIA, 
YUGOSLAVIA AND ZAMBIA ON OMAN: 


BEGINS .. 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

HAVING CONSIDERED THE QUESTION OF OMAN, 

RECALLING ITS RESOLUTION 1514 (XV) OF 14 DECEMBER 1960 
CONTAINING THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO 
COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES AND ALL OTHER (®CORRUPT GROUP) 

BEARING IN MIND THE RELEVANT PROVISIONS OF ITS RESOLUTION 
2621 (XXV) OF 12 OCTOBER 1970 CONTAINING THE PROGRAMME OF 
ACTION FOR THE FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION, 

CONCERNED ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE TERRITORY OF OMAN, 

DEPLORING THE REFUSAL OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND NORTHERN IRELAND TO IMPLEMENT THE RELEVANT GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
RESOLUTIONS CONCERNING THE TERRITORY, 


le REAFFIRMS ITS RESOLUTIONS 2238 (XXI) OF 20 DECEMBER 1966, 
2502 (XXII) OF 12 DECEMBER 1967 2424 (XXIII) OF 18 DECEMBER 
1968 AND 2559 (XXIV) OF 12 DECEMBER 1969., 

2. REAFFIRMS THE INALIENABLE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF OMAN 
TO SELF=-DETERMINATION AND TO THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THEIR 
TERRITORY, AS WELL AS THEIR RIGHT TO DISPOSE OF THOSE RESOURCES 
IN THEIR BEST INTERESTS., 

3. URGES THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND TO IMPLEMENT FULLY GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
RESOLUTION 1514 (XV) AND OTHER RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS., 

4. RECOMMENDS THAT THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND INTERNATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS CONCERNED SHOULD STUDY, WITHIN THE SCOPE OF THEIR 
ACTIVITIES AND IN COOPERATION WITH THE REGIONAL ORGANIZATION 
CONCERNED AND THROUGH IT, THE POSSIBILITIES OF EXTENDING 
ASSISTANCE TO MEET THE EDUCATIONAL, TECHNICAL AND HEALTH \ 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY., \ 

5. REQUESTS THE SECRETARY GENERAL TO INTENSIFY, IN CON- \ 
SULTATION WITH THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD \ 
TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF \ 
INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES, THE WIDE \ 
DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ABOUT CONDITIONS IN THE TERRITORY., ~ 
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6. REQUESTS THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO FOLLOW CLOSELY DEVELOP= 
MENTS REGARDING THE COLONIAL SITUATION IN THE TERRITORY AND TO 
REPORT THEREON TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION. 
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FILE-No -22°/ 2/4255 


DATE .2.4th. December ged. QT. Quer 


SUBJECT United Nations Fourth Committee;Oman. 
You asked about the raising of the"question of 
FOR. Mr. Moodie... Oman"in the Fourth Committee. Over recent years it has 
become the common practice of some nations in the Arab 
and Afro-Asian group to put a draft resolution before 
shack the Assembly calling on the British to implement 
f "decolonising" resolutions in respect of Oman. The 


British have maintained that Oman is not a non-self- 
C/L2, governing territory and therefore it does not constitute 
a decolonisation problem. They have absented themselves 
when the Special Committee has discussed the subject. 


2 The only formal link between Muscat and Oman 
and Britain has been the successive treaties of 
Freindship and Commerce signed in 1891, 1939 and 1951. 
The 1951 Treaty provides for most favoured nation 
treatment between the signatories in commerce, shipping 
and taxation. The Treaty runs for 15 years from May 
nana 1952 and then continues ,unless notice to terminate 
ig ye is given by either party. The Sultan of Muscat 
relies on Britain for the defence of Oman and a small 
contingent of British forces is stationed there and 
has taken part in fighting the Dhofari rebels. 


Hae 


(R.A. Woolcott) 
Acting Assistant Secretary 


AFME Section 


C.H. . Stuart/le 
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UN1688 UNCLASSIFIED 
ADDRESSED CANBERRA UN.1688, REPEATED WASHINGTON 570, 
FOURTH COMMITTEE : OMAN 


FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF DRAFT RESOLUTION SPONSORED BY ALGERIA, 
INDONESIA, MALI, MAURITANIA, TUNISIA, SYRIA, 
YUGOSLAVIA AND ZAMBIA ON OMAN: 


BEGINS .. 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

HAVING CONSIDERED THE QUESTION OF OMAN, 

RECALLING ITS RESOLUTION 1514 (XV) OF 14 DECEMBER 1960 
CONTAINING THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO 
COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES AND ALL OTHER (®CORRUPT GROUP) 

BEARING IN MIND THE RELEVANT PROVISIONS OF ITS RESOLUTION 
2621 (XXV) OF 12 OCTOBER 1970 CONTAINING THE PROGRAMME OF 
ACTION FOR THE FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION, 

CONCERNED ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE TERRITORY OF OMAN, 

DEPLORING THE REFUSAL OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND NORTHERN IRELAND TO IMPLEMENT THE RELEVANT GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
RESOLUTIONS CONCERNING THE TERRITORY, 


le REAFFIRMS ITS RESOLUTIONS 2238 (XXI) OF 20 DECEMBER 1966, 
2502 (XXII) OF 12 DECEMBER 1967 2424 (XXIII) OF 18 DECEMBER 
1968 AND 2559 (XXIV) OF 12 DECEMBER 1969., 

2e REAFFIRMS THE INALIENABLE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF OMAN 
TO SELF=-DETERMINATION AND TO THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THEIR 
TERRITORY, AS WELL AS THEIR RIGHT TO DISPOSE OF THOSE RESOURCES 
IN THEIR BEST INTERESTS., 

Se URGES THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND TO IMPLEMENT FULLY GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
RESOLUTION 1514 (XV) AND OTHER RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS., 

4. RECOMMENDS THAT THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND INTERNATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS CONCERNED SHOULD STUDY, WITHIN THE SCOPE OF THEIR 
ACTIVITIES AND IN COOPERATION WITH THE REGIONAL ORGANIZATION 
CONCERNED AND THROUGH IT, THE POSSIBILITIES OF EXTENDING 
ASSISTANCE TO MEET THE EDUCATIONAL, TECHNICAL AND HEALTH 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY., 

5e REQUESTS THE SECRETARY GENERAL TO INTENSIFY, IN CON- 
SULTATION WITH THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD 
TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF 
INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES, THE WIDE 
DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION & CONDITIONS IN THE TERRITORY., 
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6. REQUESTS THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO FOLLOW CLOSELY DEVELOP= 
MENTS REGARDING THE COLONIAL SITUATION IN THE TERRITORY AND TO 
REPORT THEREON TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION. 
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ADDRESSED CANBERRA UN 2653, REPEATED WASHINGTON 1327 
FOURTH COMMITTEE : OMAN. 
OUR TELEGRAM 2646. 


26 FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF DRAFT RESOLUTION ON OMAN (L.918) 
INTRODUCED BY 18 AFRO/ASIANS AND YUGOSLAVIA ON OMAN. 


BEGINS $= 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

HAVING CONSIDERED THE QUESTION OF OMAN, 

HAVING EXAMINED THE STATEMENT OF THE PETITIONER, CIRCULATED 
IN DOCUMENT A/C.4/717, 

RECALLING ITS RESOLUTION 1514 (XV) OF 14 DECEMBER 1968, 

DEPLORING THE REFUSAL OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND TO IMPLEMENT THE RELEVANT GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESO- 
LUTIONS CONCERNING OMAN, 


1. REAFFIRMS ITS RESOLUTIONS 2238 (XXI) OF 2@ DECEMBER 1966 
AND 2302 (XXII) OF 12 DECEMBER 1967., 

2 CALLS UPON THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM TO IMPLE= 
MENT FULLY RESOLUTION 1514 (XV) AND OTHER RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS e, 

3. REQUESTS THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD 
TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF 
INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES TO FOLLOW THE 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE TERRITORY AND TO REPORT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
AT ITS NEXT SESSIONe 
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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH REG. 
TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF 
INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL CCUNTRIES AND PEOPLES 


(covering its work during 1968) 
Rapporteur: Mr. Abdul Samad GHAUS (Afghanistan) 
CHAPTER XVII 
OMAN 


Ll. The Special Committee considered the question of Oman at its 592nd to 
593rd, 596th and 646th meetings, between 20 March and 31 October 1968. 

2. In its consideration of the question, the Special Committee was guided by 
the provisions of General Assembly resolution 2302 (XXII) of 12 December 1967, 
by operative paragraph 10 of which the General Assembly requested the Committee 
"to continue its examination of the situation in the Territory and to consider 
the establishment of a sub-committee on Oman". The Committee also had before 
it the working paper prepared by the Secretariat (see annex) containing 
information on action previously taken by the Special Committee as well as by the 
General Assembly, and on the latest developments concerning the Territory. 

Ze Statements concerning the item were made at the 592nd meeting on 20 March 
by the representatives of Syria, the United Republic of Tanzania, Tunisia, the 


Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United States of America, Australia, 


x This document contains chapter XVII of the Special Committee's report to the 
General Assembly. The general intrcductory chapter will be issued subsequently 
under the symbol A/7200. Other chapters of the report will be issued under 
the same symbol (A/7200) or as addenda. 
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Iran, Iraq, Italy, Finland and Honduras (A/AC.109/SR.592), and at the 

595rd meeting on 29 March by the representative of Iran as well as by the Chairman. 
(A/AC.109/SR. 593). 

h, At the same meeting, the Special Committee decided to establish a Sub-Committee 
on Oman and to request the Chairman, after consultations, to submit nominations for 
approval by the Committee. 

5- At its 596th meeting, on 11 April, the Special Committee, on the proposal of 
the Chairman, decided that the Sub-Committee on Oman should be composed of the 
following delegations: Iran, Iraq, Mali, United Republic of Tanzania and 

Venezuela. 

6. At its 646th meeting, on 31 Cctober, the representatives of Australia and the 
United States of America made statements concerning the item (A/AC.109/SR.646). 

Ye At the same meeting, the Special Committee, following a statement by the 
Chairman (A/AC.109/SR.646), decided to transmit to the General Assembly the working 
paper prepared by the Secretariat in order to facilitate the Fourth Committee's 
consideration of the item, and, subject to any directives the General Assembly might 
wish to give in that connexion, to give consideration to the item at its next 


session, it being understood that the reservations expressed by certain members 


would be reflected in the record of that meeting. 
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ANNEX* 
OMAN 


Working paper prepared by the Secretariat 


I. ACTION PREVIOUSLY TAKEN BY THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE AND THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Ls The question of Oman was included in the agenda of the General Assembly at 
its fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth sessions and was referred to the Special 
Political Committee for consideration. At the fifteenth session, the Special 
Political Committee considered the question, but decided, owing to lack of time, 
to postpone further consideration of the question until the sixteenth session. At 
the sixteenth and seventeenth sessions, the Special Political Committee approved 
resolutions whereby the General Assembly, recallings its resolution 1514 (xv), 
would recognize the right of the people of Oman to self-determination and 
independence, call for the withdrawal of foreign forces from Oman, and invite the 
parties concerned to settle their differences peacefully with a view to restoring 
normal conditions in Onanicey The General Assembly, however, did not adopt these 
resolutions at its plenary meetings because they failed to receive the necessary 
two-thirds majority. 
2. At the 119lst plenary meeting of the General Assembly at its seventeenth 
session, the representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, on behalf of the Sultan of Muscat and Oman, extended an invitation to 
@ representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to visit the 
Sultanate on a personal basis to obtain first-hand information on the situation 
there. Subsequently, the Secretary-General appointed Mr. Herbert de Ribbing, 


Swedish Ambassador to Spain, as his Special Representative to undertake that task. 


* Previously reproduced under the symbol A/AC.109/L.442 and Add.1 


a/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixteenth Session, Annexes, 


agenda item 23, document A/5010, para. 10; ibid., Seventeenth Session, 


Annexes, agenda item 79, document A/5325, para. @0. 


HS: Phe question of Oman was one of the many items included in the provisional 
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Mr. de Ribbing visited Oman in June 1963 and submitted a report which was made 

available to the General Assembly at its eighteenth session.>/ 

Bi At the eighteenth session, the question of Oman was again included in the 
agenda of the General Assembly and referred to the Fourth Committee for 

consideration. A, draft resolution recommended by the Fourth Committee was adopted 

by the General Assembly on 11 December 1963, as resolution 1948 (XVIII). By this 
resolution, the Assembly took note of the report of the Special Representative of 

the Secretary-General and decided to establish an Ad Hoc Committee to examine the 

question of Oman and to report to it at its nineteenth session. The Ad Hoc 


Committee submitted its report to the General Assembly on 8 January 1965.£/ 


agenda of the General Assembly which it was unable to consider at its nineteenth 
session. At the twentieth session, the item was referred to the Fourth Committee 
for consideration. A draft resolution recommended by the Fourth Committee was 
adopted by the General Assembly at its 1599th plenary meeting on 17 December 1965 
as resolution 2073 (XX). By this resolution, the General Assembly took note of the 
report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Oman and recognized the inalienable right of the 
people of the Territory as a wholed/ to self-determination and independence. It 
considered that the colonial presence of the United Kingdom in its various forms 
prevented the people of the Territory from exercising their rights to seif- 
determination and independence. The General Assembly also called upon the 
Government of the United Kingdom to implement a number of measures in the Territory 
and invited the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation 
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples to examine the situation in the Territory. 

5. The Special Committee considered the question of Oman at its meetings in 1966 


and heard a number of petitioners from Oman. On 17 November 1966, the Special 


b/ Ibid., Eighteenth Session, Annexes, Agenda item 78, document A/5562. 
c/ Ibid., Nineteenth Session, Annex No. 16, document A/58h6. 


a/ In reply to a question as to the meaning of the expression "the whole of the 
Territory", it was stated on behalf of the co-sponsors of the draft resolution 
that the Territory of Oman should comprise the whole geographical area, and 
should include the Trucial Sheikhdoms as well as the Sultanate of Muscat and. 
Oman (see Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-first Session, 
Annexes, addendum to agenda item 23 (A/6300/Rev.1), chapter XIII, paras. 6-7. 
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Committee decided that it would report to the General Assembly that owing to the 
lack of time it had not been able to complete its consideration of the item. The 
Special Committee also decided that, subject to any further directives the General 
Assembly might wish to give during its twenty-first session, it would consider the 
question at its meetings in 1967 with a view to the implementation of General 
Assembly resolution 2073 (XX). 

6. At its twenty-first session, the General Assembly considered the chapter of 
the report of the Special Committee concerning Oman, (A/6300/Rev.1, chapter XIII) 
and adopted resolution 2238 (XXI) of 20 December 1966. By this resolution, the 
General Assembly approved the chapter of the report of the Special Committee | 
relating to the Territory of Oman and reaffirmed the inalienable right of the & 3 
people of the Territory as a whole to self-determination and independence.- Tt 
also recognized the legitimacy of the struggle of the people of the Territory to 
achieve the rights laid down in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples. It deplored the refusal of the United Kingdom to 
implement General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) and 2073 (XX) and the policies 

of the United Kingdom in installing and supporting any unrepresentative régime 

in the Territory. By the same resolution, the General Assembly recognized that the 
natural resources of the Territory belonged to the people of Oman and that the 
concessions given to the foreign monopolies without their consent constituted a 
violation of the rights of the people of the Territory. It considered that the 
maintenance of military bases, depots and troops in the Territory constituted a 
major hindrance to the exercise by the people of their right to self-determination 
and independence and was prejudicial to the peace and security of the region. The 
General Assembly also called upon the Government of the United Kingdom to implement 
a number of measures in the Territory and requested the Special Committee to 
continue its examination of the situation in the Territory. 

te The Special Committee considered the question of Oman at its 564th meeting on 


27 September 1967 and decided to report to the General Assembly that, in view of 


the limited time available to it, it had not been able to complete its consideration 
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of the item and that, subject to any further directives the General Assembly might 


wish to give during its twenty-second session, it would consider 


the question at its meetings in 1968 with a view to the implementation of General 


Assembly resolution 2238 (XXI). 


8. 


At its twenty-second session, the General Assembly considered the chapter of 
e 


the report of the Special Committee concerning nae? and adopted resolution 2302 
(XXII) of 12 December 1967, which reads as follows: 


sles 


"The General Assembly, 


"Having considered the question of (nan, 


"Having considered the chapter of the report of the Special Committee on 
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the 
Territory of Oman, 


"Having also considered the report of the Sechetary- tenant ©. 
"Having heard the statement of the petitioner, 
"Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 


"Recalling further its resolutions 2073 (XX) of 17 December 1965 and 
2238 (XXI) of 20 December 1966, 


"Deeply concerned at the serious and critical situation arising from 
the colonial policies pursued by the Government of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland in the Territory, 


"1. Endorses the chapter of the report of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the Territory 
of Cman; 


"2, Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of the Territory as a 
whole to self-determination and independence and recognizes the legitimacy of 
their struggle to obtain the rights proclaimed in the Charter of the United 
Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 


Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-second Session, Annexes, 
addendum to agenda item 23 (A/6700/Rev.1 > Chapter XIII. 

Trid.- 

Ibid., agenda item 70, docunent A/6909. 


peas 
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"3, Deplores the refusal of the United Kingdom of Great Rritain sel 
Northern Ireland to implement with regard to Oman the provisions of 
resolution 1514 (xv) and of resolutions 20'(5 (XX) and 2238 (XXT) of the 
General Assembly; 


"kh, Further deplores the policies of the Wnited Kingdum, which, by 
installing and strengthening unrepresentative régimes in the Territory without 
regard for the basic rights of the people, is contravening the relevant 
General Assembly resolutions; 


"S. Reaffirms that the natural resources of the erritory of Oman belong 
to the indigenous population and that the -oncessicns granted to foreign | 
enterprises without the consent of the people constitute a violation of the 
rights of the people of the Territory; 


- "6. Considers that the military presence of the United Kingdom and the | 
existence of military bases in the Territory constitute a major hindrance to 
the exercise by the people of their right to self-determination and 
independence and are prejudicial to peace and security in the region; 


"7, Calls upon the Government of the United Kingdom to take the 
necessary measures to implement without delay the provisions of resolution | 
1514 (XV) and all other relevant General Assembly resolutions; 


"8, Further calls upon the Government of the United Kingdom to give 
immediate effect in the Territory to the following measures: 


(a) The removal of British troops and military bases; 


(b) The cessation of all repressive action against the people of the 
Terr: tory; 


(c) The release of political prisoners and political detainees and the 
return of political exiles to the Territory; 


"9. Appeals to all Member States to render all necessary assistance to 
the people of the Territory in their struggle to obtain freedom and 
independence; 


"10. Requests the Special Committee to continue its examination of the 
situation in the Territory and to consider the establishment of a sub-committee 


on Oman; 


"11. Requests the Secretary-General to take, in consultation with the 
Special Committee, appropriate measures for the implementation of the 
relevant General Assembly resolutions and to report thereon to the Assembly 
at its twenty-third session." 


ee 
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II. INFORMATION ON THE TERRITORYD/ 


Introduction 


9. Detailed information on the Territory is contained in the chapter on Cman in 
the report of the Special Committee to the General Assembly at its twenty-first 
session. A/6300/Rev.1, chapter XIII. This paper contains a summary of that 


information, together with supplementary information concerning recent developments. 


A. SULTANATE OF MUSCAT AND CMAN 


General 


10. The Sultanate of Muscat and Cman lies at the extreme south-east of the 
Arabian peninsula, east of the Rub-al-Khali desert. It has a total area of 
approximately 82,000 square miles (212,000 square kilmetres). The total 
population of Muscat and Oman is estimated at over 750,000. 

11. Muscat and Qman has, in the past, been under two different political 
institutions. From the eighth century onwards, it was an independent State ruled 
by an Imam who exercised both spiritual and temporal authority. About 1775, with 
the death of Imam Ahmed bin Said, the first Sultanate was established in Muscat on 
the coast. Early in the nineteenth century the predominant institution was the 
Sultanate, but the Imamate was revived in the interior of the country once, in 
1868, and again in 1913. According to the Ad Hoc Committee on Cman, the interior 
of Onan was an autonomous political entity under two successive Imams, Salim bin 
Rashif al—Kharusi and Mohamed bin Abdullah al—Khalili, from 1913 until 1955, when 
it was occupied by the Sultan's forces with British assistance. Although the 
boundaries of the Imamate were not clearly defined, it included the Jabal al Akhdar, 
the Dhahirah, the Sharqiyah and the Ja'lan. ‘The Imamate seemed to have had the 
normal attributes of a State, with a Head of State, a Higher Council, an Assembly 
and its own system of administration. 


uh/ The information presented in this section has been derived from published 
reports, 


Ses, 


[oes 


A/7eco/Add.8 

English Re eae 

Annex ei y.. 
F Page | 


12. The Ad Hoc Committee stated that the Imam was considered by his followers as 
the Head of State and was elected by "the leaders, elders and notables of the 
people from various levels and tribes" in consultation with religious figures. 

The Imam's authority was exercised in all fields - religious, political and 
judicial - in accordance with Islamic law. He was bound to consult the Higher 
Council in all major problems, The Assembly was composed of the members of the 
Higher Council, walis and tribal leaders and met whenever the Imam decided to 
convene it. 

13. The present Imam, Ghalib bin Ali, was elected in 1954. He lives in exile in 
Saudi Arabia. He has a Higher Council which includes several sheikhs from the 
leading tribes in the area, and a Revolutionary Council whose aims are "to direct 
the struggle of the people to regain their independence, and to educate and train 
them, both inside and outside the country" (A/5846, para. 549). The Revolutionary 
Council has a Military Committee, a Financial Committee, a Cultural Committee and 
a Secretariat. It has appointed representatives to the Arab League and to several 
Arab States. 

14. The present Sultan has maintained that all the people of Cman are his subjects, 
that there have never been two States, and that his family has been in power in 


Museat and Qman for over 220 years. 


Relationship with the United Kingdom 


15. British association with Muscat dates back to 1798, when a treaty was signed 
between Muscat and the East India Company. The written instruments on which the 
present relationship between the Sultanate and the United Kingdom is based, 
namely, the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation and Exchange of Letters 
of 1951 and the Exchange of Letters of 1958, were reproduced in full in the 
Special Committee's previous report to the General Assembly (A/6300/Add.8, 
chapter XIII, annex I). 

16. There is e British Consul-General in Muscat who is responsible to the British 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, whose headquarters is in Bahrein. The 
latter is responsible to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in London. 
if. | Tne administration of air fields which have been established in Qman under 
the 193) Civil Air Agreement— i falls within the jurisdiction of the Political ~ 


AY The Agreement was reconfirmed in the Exchange of Letters of 1958. 
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Resident. By this Agreement the United Kingdom received permission to establish 
air fields in the Sultanate. The United Kingdom acts as the agent of the Sultan 

in all aviation matters at the air fields at Masirah Island and Salalah. The 
United Kingdom is authorized to grant to British aircraft on behalf of the Sultan 
the right to land at Masirah Island and Salalah for non-traffic purposes and make 
flights across the Sultanate when not engaged in scheduled international services. 
The Sultan retains control over and administers other air fields and traffic rights. 
Use of the air fields by the Royal Air Force is governed by a separate agreement 
between the Sultan and the United Kingdom. 

18, Until 30 April 1966, postal services were operated by the British Postal 
Administration. Since then they have been operated by the Sultan. Telegraphic 
communications between the Sultanate and other countries are provided by the 
British Company, Cable and Wireless Ltd., in accordance with the terms of a 

licence granted by the Sultan. The Sultanate is in the sterling area and the 
controls applied to exchange transactions between the sterling and other currency 
areas are applied to the Sultanate. Exchange transactions between the Sultanate 
and the remainder of the sterling area are controlled by the Sultan. 

19. By an order in Council which came into operation on 1 January 1967, the 
United Kingdom Government ceased to exercise extraterritorial jurisdiction in the 
Territory of the Sultan of Muscat and Qnan. The order provided for the transfer 
of pending cases before the consular courts to the courts of the Sultan. The 
revocation of previous orders, rules and regulations relating to British 
jurisdiction and British courts, does not have a retroactive effect over past cases 
settled by the courts. 


Sultan 


20. The Sultan is a traditional ruler who exercises supreme authority over his 
subjects. His authority is based on customs and understandings which have their 
origin in the tribal system apevadaine in most of the country. There is no 
constitution or elected representative institution. The present Sultan, Said bin 


Taimur, has ruled Muscat and Qman since the abdication of his father in 1932. 


i/ Statutory Instruments, the Muscat (Revoking) Order 1966, No. 1598. 


Sant 
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21. The capital of the Sultanate is Muscat, although the Sultan's normal 


residence is at Salalah in Dhofar. The administration of the provinces and main 


€ 


centres of population is in the hands of walis (governors), who are responsible 
to the Sultan through the Minister of the Interior. 


fr f.= 


Security 


22. There have been reports of attacks on United Kingdom military units in 

Oman, mine explosions, and raids against military convoys and installations. 

Omani organizations abroad, particularly the Dhofar Liberation Front and the Omani 
Revolutionary Council, have issued communiqués on the operations carried out by 
"sommandos of the Omani Liberation Army" in areas such as Salalah, Taqah, 

Bahlah Ugbat Hamrus, Muscat, Al-Fuhud, Ubaylah, As-Suwayq, Nazwa and Rastaq. 
According to some reports, demonstrations have been held against oil companies 

in Oman. On 27 December 1966, the Omani Revolutionary Council announced that it 
would not recognize agreements concluded by the Shell Oil Company with any party 
other than the Government led by the Imam of Oman. 

23. In April 1966 an attempt was made on the life of the Sultan of Muscat and Oman 
at a military parade in Salalah. The Sultan escaped unhurt, but five other 

persons were reported killed, including the commanding officer of the Sultan's 


forces in Dhofar, and several were wounded. 


Economic conditions 


2h. In general, the economy of the Sultanate is mainly pastoral and agricultural. 
The chief products are dates, fish and cereals (the latter being grown for local 
consumption), as well as limes and other fruit. Breeding of livestock, 
particularly camels, is widely practised. 

25. The chief exports of Muscat and Oman are dates, dried limes, dried fish, 
tobacco leaf, hides, goat hair and vegetables. Imports include rice, wheat, 
flour, sugar, cement, vehic’es and accessories, cotton piece goods and other 
consumer goods. A part of these imports is financed by the oil companies for 


their exploratory and other operations. 


ie 
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26. In 1964, the value of total imports to the Sultanate was £2.4 million, 


excluding £500,000 of imports for Government use. Exports were valued at 


£480,000. In 1965, trade with the United Kingdom was as follows: « 
(thousand pounds sterling) 
Exports to the United Kingdom 9 “ 

Imports from the United Kingdom 2,207 

Re-exports from the United Kingdom 26 


Imports from the United Kingdom included dutiable goods valued at £482,000; the 
balance, valued at £1,725,000, consisted of duty-free imports for the Government 
or for the petroleum companies. 

27. The revenue of the Sultanate is derived mainly from customs receipts and annual 
payments by the oil companies. In 1965, total revenue was estimated at 

11 million rupees. 

28. Oil. The first oil concession was obtained by a foreign company in 1937, 
when a subsidiary of the Iraq Petroleum Company, Petroleum Development (Oman) Ltd., 
was granted a seventy-five-year concession extending over the whole area except 
Dhofar. In 1953, a concession covering Dhofar was granted to the Philips 
Corporation which assigned it to Dhofar Cities Service Petroleum Corporation, a 
subsidiary of Cities Service with 50 per cent interest held by the Richfield | 
Oil Corporation. In 1960, Petroleum Development (Oman) Ltd., was acquired by 
Royal Dutch Shell and Partex. In 1962, the Dhofar concession was assigned to 
John Mecon and the Pure Oil. In 1965, Continental Oil Company entered the 

Dhofar concession as a third partner with the Union Oil Company, taking over the 
Pure Oil Company's share with John Mecon as the operator. In the same year, an 
off-shore concession extending from the high-water mark out to the depth of a 
thousand feet covering approximately 300 miles of coast-line from Khatmat Milalah 
to Ras al-Hadd was granted to Wendell Phillips. This concession was assigned 

on 12 December 1965 to Wintershall Aktiengesselschaft of Kassel, the Federal 
Republic of Germany. A second off-shore concession covering approximately 450 
miles from Ras al-Hadd to Ras Minji was also granted in December 1965 to 

Wendell Phillips. In 1967, the French Company, Compagnie Frangaise de Pétrole, 


acquired a share in Petroleum Development (Oman) Ltd. 


(ape 
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29. In 1964, Petroleum Development (Oman) Ltd., announced that drilling had proved 
the existence of sufficient reserves to go into production, which was started in 
the summer of 1967. The oil field consists ef two parts, one at Natik and the 
other at Fahud. A thirty-inch pipeline has been built and carries the crude oil 
174 miles across the Oman mountains down to the tanker harbour at Miha al Fahal a 
few miles from Muscat. Production started at about 7 million tons a year and is 
expected to rise to 10 million tons annually. Muscat and Oman has applied for 
membership in the Organization of Petroleoum Exporting Countries (OPEC). 

30. Development. Subsidies are paid by the United Kingdom Government towards 
development. Under the agreement concluded between the Sultan and the United 
Kingdom in 1958, the latter agreed to assist in carrying out "a civil development 
programme which will include the improvement of raods, medical and educational 
facilities and an agricultural research programme". ‘ 

31. In September 1966, a United Kingdom firm of architects and planners, 

John R. Harris, was commissioned by the Sultan to prepare a development plan for 
the region of Muscat and Matrah. The plan would include main transport services, 
a fresh-water distribution system, electrical supply and drainage. The Sultan was 
reported to have-asked the firm to begin construction work towards the end of 
1967, the plan to be progressively carried out as the export of oil increased from 
the autumn or 1967. Ata press conference held in London on 15 February 1968, 

Dr. Wendell Phillips, the Sultan's Economic Adviser, stated that the Sultan would 
shortly announce the formation of a Reconstruction Ecard to carry out development 


projects in the Sultanate. 


B. TRUCIAL SHEITKHDOMS 


General 


32. The Trucial Sheikhdoms lie north of the Rub-Al-Khali, between the Kingdom! of 
Saudi Arabia and the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman; the area, also known as 

Trucial Oman or the Trucial Coast, extends for nearly 400 miles from the south- 
eastern end of the peninsula of Qatar along the souther coast of the Persian Gulf 
to the Gulf of Oman. The boundaries of the Trucial Coast have not been clearly 
demarcated and in several places have been the subject of disputes with 
neighbouring countries. The toal area is estimated roughly at 32,000 square miles 
(83,000 square kilometres). 
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33. No census has ever been taken of the population: the estimated total is 
110,000, of whom about one tenth ere nomads. 

34. The Sheikhdoms consist of seven separate political entities each headed by a 
Sheikh or Ruler. They are (from west to east): Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Ajman, Sharjah, 


Umm al Qaiwain, Ras al Khaimah and Fujairah. 


Relationship with the United Kingdom 


35. Contacts between the East India Company and the rulers of the Sheikhdoms 

date back to the seventeenth century, but it was not until 1806 that the first 
agreement was signed with the Sheikh of the Qasimi (Jasimi) tribe. In 1820, 
following hostilities between a British naval expedition and local Sheikhs at 

Ras al Khaimah and other points of the Oman coast, a general "Treaty of Peace" 

was concluded between the Sheikhs and the British Government. In 1855, a 
"Maritime Truce" was signed by the Sheikhs providing for a temporary cessation 

of hostilities between them. The Truce was renewed several times in subsequent 
years until, in 1853, a “Treaty of Peace in Perpetuity" was concluded, whereby 

the United Kingdom acquired the right to watch over the maintenance of the peace 
and to take steps to enforce the Treaty at all times. 

36. In 1892, the Sheikhs signed identical "Exclusive Agreements" with the 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, whereby they undertook “not to cede, 

sell, lease, mortgage or otherwise give for occupation" any part of their 
territory except to the British Government. The United Kingdom was also to become 
responsible for the conduct of their foreign relations. These agreements constitute 
the basis of the present relationship between the United Kingdom and the Trucial 
Sheikhdoms. In 1911 and 1922, further agreements were concluded whereby the 
granting of pearling and oil concessions respectively became subject to the approval 
of the United Kingdom Government. The full texts of these documents were 
reproduced in the Special Committee's report to the twenty-first session of 

the General Assembly (A/6300/Add.8, chapter XIII, annex II). The Rulers have also 
undertaken to recognize the right of the United Kingdom to fix their State 
poundaries and to settle disputes between them. 

37. There is a British Political Agent in Dubai and another in Abu Dhabi; both 


are responsible to the Political Resident in Bahrein. In addition to the conduct 


fice 
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of the Trucial Sheikhdoms' foreign relations, the functions of the Political 
Resident include over-all supervision in certain administrative fields with 
international aspects or matters chiefly affecting foreigners and the 
implementation of international conventions such as the Sanitary Convention 

and the Dangerous Drugs Convention. These fields are: mainly exchange transactions, 
control of immigration, imports of arms and narcotics and civil aviation. 

38. Advice is given to the Rulers in the administration and development of their 
Sheikhdoms by the Political Agents. Relations between the oil companies and the 
Rulers are usually conducted through, or with the knowledge of, the Political 
Agents. Company officials are required to keep the British Political Agents 

or officers informed of important developments in their dealings with the Rulers. 
39. The United Kingdom enjoys extra-territorial jurisdiction in the Trucial 
Sheikhdoms. The scope and machinery used in the exercise of this jurisdiction 
has been described in the Special Committee's report to the twenty-first session 
of the Generel Assembly (A/6200/Ada.8, chapter XIII, paras. 49 to 52). 


Rulers 


40. The Sheikh (or Ruler) is essentially a tribal leader and a descendant of 4 
ruling family which has had the ascendancy among the tribes for several generations, 
On the death of a Sheikh, succession is decided according to custom by a meeting 
of the senior members of the ruling family. In recent times, the tendency has 
been to allow succession to pass from father to son. The Political Resident 
usually extends the recognition of the United Kingdom Government to the new Ruler 
at a formal ceremony. 

hi. The Rulers exercise authority over their subjects in conformity with local 
customs and traditions. Their rule is entirely personal and there are no 
constitutions or elected representatives of the people. 

42. On 6 August 1966, Sheikh Shakbut of Abu Dhabi was deposed by leading members 
of his family and replaced as Ruler by his brother - Sheikh Zaid bin Sultan. 

The new Ruler was immediately recognized by the United Kingdom Government. A 
statement by the British Politicel Resident in Bahrein reported that the family 
decision had been taken "in the public interest because of Sheikh Shakbut's 
manifest inability, despite all their advice, to govern Abu Dhabi State properly 


or use the country's incréasing wealth in the interests of the people”. 
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43. A Rulers? Council, consisting of the Rulers of the seven Trucial States, 

meets several times a year under the chairmanship of one of the Rulers. The . 
Political Agent attends as an observer. The Council discusses matters of ] 
general concern, has powers to approve common internal legislation, and considers 


the budget of the Trucial States Development Office. ‘ 


Armed forces 


4h. In 1952, the United Kingdom established a joint Arab Force in the Sheikhdoms - 
the Trucial Oman Levies - now called the Trucial Oman Scouts. In 1953, the Scouts 
were expanded from 100 to 500 men, and in 1958 to 1,000 men; there are about 

25 British officers and 86 non-commissioned officers in the Scouts, and 18 non- 
British officers and 36% non-commissioned officers. The headquarters of the Trucial 
Oman Scouts is at Sharjah, although squadrons are stationed in various points 
inland and along the coast. The Scouts are under the control and direction of the 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf and their costs are borne by the United 
Kingdom Government. Their duties include the maintenance of peace and good order 
in the Trucial States, the providing of escorts for British Political 
Representatives and the execution of warrants, orders and judgements issued 

by the British courts. A special wing of the Scouts has been formed to carry 

out police duties. 

45. At the end of June 1966, a new agreement was signed between the United 
Kingdom and the Ruler of Sharjah, Sheikh Khaled bin Muhammad, to provide 
additional land for new facilities and accommodation for British forces in Sharjah. 
An initial payment of £100,000 was to be made to the Sheikh, and subsequently 

an annual payment of a similar amount beginning in January 1967. 

46, In his statement in the House of Commons, on 16 January 1968, 

Mr. Harold Wilson, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, announced that his 
Government had decided to withdraw its forces from the Persian Gulf by the end 

of 1971. It is reported that the rulers of the Trucial States have offered to 

pay the entire cost of maintaining British forces in the area beyond 1971. The 
cost is estimated to total some £25 million ($60 million dollars) annually. 
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Recent developments 


47. On 18 Februery 1968, the rulers of Abu Dhabi and Dubai announced that they 
f had decided to joint their sheikhdoms in a Federation. Ina joint communiqué, 

Sheikh Zaid Bin Sultan of Abu Dhabi and Sheikh Rashid Bin Said of Dubai invited 

the other Gulf Sheikhdoms to join them. They also asked the Sheikhs of Bahrein 


and Qatar to attend a conference on the area's future. 


48. On 25 February 1968, a conference attended by representatives of the seven 
Trucial States and the Sheikhdoms of Bahrein and Qatar was held in Dubai and an 
agreement establishing a Federation between the nine Sheikhdoms was reached on 

27 February 1968. The joint communiqué issued by the Dubai Conference said that 
the nine rulers affirmed "their desire to co-operate to ensure the development of 
their emirates in all fields and to strengthen the security of the area by means 
of a collective defence agreement under the Arab League and the Charter of the 


United Nations". 


4Q. It is reported that the nine Sheikhs will form a Supreme Council which will 
draft a federal constitution and which will subsequently retain powers of decision 
on foreign policy, defence and economic and cultural relations. The Council's 

‘ decisions will have to be made unanimously. Executive powers will be exercised 
by a federal Council with the chairmanship rotating between the nine Sheikhs who 
will each hold office for a one-year period. The Government Council will be 
responsible to the Supreme Council which will have to approve all its decisions, 
including the federal budget. Each member State will contribute to the federal 
budget according to a scale to be laid down in the constitution. The dubai ag 
agreement is also reported to provide for the creation of a Federal High Court 
to settle constitutional and other disputes among member States and various other 
bodies to assist the Federal Government. Each member State will retain autonomy 
within its borders for matters not specifically placed under federal jurisdiction. 


90. According to press reports, the Federation is expected to come into existence 


on 30 March 1968. It will have a combined population estimated at 3€0,000 and an 


area of 56,500 square miles. Oil will be its main source of revenue. 


lot 
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Economic conditions 


h7. General. Economic activity has been confined in the past to ocean trade, 
off-shore fishing, pearl diving anc the growing of date palms in the few 
existing oases. Since 1930, the pearl industry has lost its importance because 
of foreign competition; at the same time, however, the search for and 
exploitation of oil resources have zradually become the leading concern and 
most important economic activity in the Trucial Sheikhdoms. 

48. In addition to oil, the chief exports of the Trucial Coast are dates, 
vegetables, hides and fish products (including pearls). The port of Dubai is a 
commercial centre serving both the Trucial Sheikhdoms and the northern part 

of the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman. It has a relatively large entrepot trade, 
particularly with Iran and other neighbouring areas. In 1965, United Kingdom 


trade with the Sheikhdoms, with the exception of Abu Dhabi, was as follows: 


(thousand pounds sterling) 


Exports to the United Kingdom a5HD5 
Imports from the United Kingdom 2,708 
Re-exports from the United Kingdom 69 


Exports to the United Kingdom from Abu Dhabi totalled £19.6 million, against 
£17.3 million in 1964; imports from the United Kingdom were worth approximately 
£15 million, against £2.3 million in 1964; re-exports from the United Kingdom 
amounted to £7,000, against £14,000 in 1964. 

49, The revenue of the Sheikhdoms is derived principally from customs duties 
and income from the oil companies. No accurate figures on revenue are available. 
Oil income in Abu Dhabi has been increasing rapidly. Increased oil income is 
expected to accrue to Dubai before long. 

50. Currency. Following the devaluation of the Indian rupee, in June 1966, 
six Trucial States adopted a new currency, the Saudi rial, while the seventh, 
Abu Dhabi, adopted the Bahrein dinar. The Qatar/Dubai riyal was instituted 


shortly afterwards for the Trucial States except Abu Dhabi. The exchange rate 


is 13.33 to the pound sterling. The "Guile" rupee had formerly been tied to the 
Indian rupee at the old exchange rate of Rsl3.33 to the pound sterling. 
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Foe OL. In 1965, on-shore and off-shore output of crude oil in Abu Dhabi 
reached 13.5 million tons, an increase of 50 per cent over 1964. In 1966, 
production was expected to exceed 17.5 million tons; Abu Dhabi Marine Areas Ltd., - 
owned jointly by British Petroleum and Compagnie Francaise des Pétroles - increased 
the output of its Umm Shaif field (about twenty miles from Das Island off the coast 
of Abu Dhabi) to 5 million tons in 1966. A submarine pipeline carries the 

crude petroleum from the oil field to Das Island where an export terminal has 

been constructed. The land concession in Abu Dhabi is held by the Abu Dhabi 
Petroleum Company, a wholly owned subsidiary of the Iraq Petroleum Company. 

This company was reported to be planning to export 10 million tons in 1966. 
According to press information, total annual output in Abu Dhabi should reach 

60 million tons in a few years. 

56. Abu [habi received £10.75 million in royalties in 1965 and about £25 million 
in 1966. Royalties for 1967 amounted to £35 million and it is estimated that 
revenues will rise to £72 million in 1968. Royalties are now computed on the 

basis of a 50-50 division of profits. In January 1967, Abu Dhabi granted a new 

oil concession to a consortium of three companies, Phillips Petroleum of America, 
the American Independent Oil Company and the Italian Agib Group. 

57- In June 1966, it was reported that Dubai Petroleum had struck oil in 
commercial quantities off shore in Dubai Sheikhdom. The company holds 35 per cent 
of the concession. In the remaining Sheikhdoms, the exploratory concessions are 
held by several other companies, mainly from the United States of America. 

58. Development. According to press reports, the new Ruler of Abu Dhabi has 
initiated the preparation of development plans which would include the building 

of a road network, schools and hospitals, sewerage schemes, corniches, housing 

and barracks and power stations. Contracts have already been given to United 
Kingdom firms for the construction of three hospitals and dispensaries, and eight 
schools. Arabicon, a United Kingdom consortium of town planners, civil and 
structural engineers, architects and surveyors, has reportedly started work on 
projects for 100 miles of road between Abu Dhabi town and Buraimi, sixty miles of 


urban roads, a new sea-wall and land reclamation scheme, sewerage works, a water 
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pipeline system and a new covered merket. Private contracts for other projects 
heve been granted and plans have been worked out for a new airport and harbour. 
Another consortium reported to be advising the Ruler on development is Cansult, 

a group of Canadian companies. Recently a Development Council has been formed. 
It includes the Sheikh, five other members of his family, including the Minister 
for Public Works, Education and Health and a Financial Director who is a United 
Kingdom citizen. The Financial Director has been appointed in order to organize 
a mocern budztet for the State. In May 1967, an economic report which spells out 
the essential and urgent need for proper development planning was submitted to 
Sheikh Zaid Abu Dhabi, at his request, by a team of experts working through the 
United Kingdom Governnent's Middle Eest Development Division. It is reported that 
the experts heve underlined the danger of spending Abu Dhabi's increased revenues 


without laying down an adequate infra-structure end administrative system. 
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2, COMMITTEE OF TWENTYFOUR MET ON FRIDAY 29TH MARCH AND DISCUSSED = 
OMAN, EQUATORIAL GUINEA AND THE REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP CONTAINED 19 


"N DOCUMENT A/AC. 109/L. 454. 
OMAN. 


3. AS IT HAD INDICATED IT WOULD THE DAY BEFORE, IRAN SPOKE 


EMPHASIZING ITS BASIC POSITION ON OMAN, WHICH WAS THAT BRITAIN HAD 
ESTABLISHED A NEQ=COLONIAL SYSTEM WHICH WAS BEING PRESENTED 
AS AN INDEPENDENT STATE, AND THAT IRAN COULD NOT ACCEPT THIS. { 


THERE WERE NO OTHER SPEAKERS. 


THE CHAIRMAN ASKED THE COMMITTEE FOR AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED 
WITH THE FORMATION OF A SUB-COMMITTEE ON OMAN AND SAID THAT HE Ge 
WOULD PRESENT NAMES FOR THE COMMITTEES CONSIDERATION NEXT WEEK. 42 


G 
THERE WAS NO OBJECTION TO THIS AS THE DELEGATIONS (INCLUDING OUR Y 
OWN) WHICH DISAGREED WITH THE SUB-COMMITTEE BEING FORMED HAD Y 


EXPRESSED THEIR RESERVATIONS THE DAY BEFORE. 


EQUATORIAL GUINEA. 


4, THE DRAFT RESOLUTION CONTAINED IN OUR TELEGRAM 525 DID NOT ee 


COME TO A VOTE. 


PRIOR TO THE MEETING WE LEARNED THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD os 
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COMMITTEE OF TWENTY-FOUR MET TODAY, 28TH’“MARCH, AND DEALT 
WITH A REPORT OF THE SUB COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS, EQUATORIAL GUINEA 
AND OMAN. 


2. WE ARE REPORTING ON EQUATORIAL GUINEA IN A SEPARATE TELEGRAM. 


3. UNITED KINGDOM ASKED FOR A SEPARATE VOTE ON PARAGRAPH 6 
OF THE REPORT OF THE SUB COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS CIRCULATED AS 
DOCUMENT A/AC.109/L.450, SINCE THIS CONCERNED CIRCULATION BY THE 
COMMITTEE OF A PETITION CONCERNING ANTIGUA. 

AUSTRALIA, UNITED KINGDOM AND UNITED STATES VOTED AGAINST ACCEPT- 
ING THIS PARAGRAPH OF THE SUB COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 

FINLAND AND ITALY ABSTAINED. 

THE REPORT AS A WHOLE WAS THEN ADOPTED. 


4, SYRIA, TANZANIA, TUNISIA, USSR AND IRAQ SPOKE IN FAVOUR OF THE 
SETTING UP OF A SUB COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER THE QUESTION OF OMAN, 
AS REQUESTED IN PARAGRAPH 10 OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 2302. 

BRITAIN DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THIS PART OF THE COMMITTEE'S 
DEBATE ON THE GROUNDS THAT OMAN IS AN INDEPENDENT STATE. 

AUSTRALIA UNITED STATES, ITALY AND FINLAND DISASSOCIATED 
THEMSELVES FROM THE PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A SUB COMMITTEE ON 
SIMILAR GROUNDS. 

THE MATTER WAS LEFT ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THERE WOULD BE AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR FURTHER STATEMENTS ON OMAN AT THE COMMITTEE'S 
MEETING TOMORROW AFTERNOON - IRAN APPARENTLY INTENDS TO MAKE A 
MAJOR STATEMENT - AND THAT A DECISION WOULD THEN BE TAKEN ON 
WHETHER OR NOT TO ESTABLISH A SPECIAL SUB COMMITTEE ON OMAN, 
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5. TOMORROW'S MEETING WILL ALSO CONSIDER THE QUESTION OF EQUAT~ 
ORIAL GUINEA, WHEN THE DRAFT Hg tes Be PRESENTED TODAY WILL BE 
DISCUSSED, AND A REPORT ON THE PROGRAMME OF WORK, WHICH WILL NOT BE 
CIR RCULATED UNTIL TOMORROW MORNIN my 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT SUBJECTS TO BE CONSIDERED UNDER THE WORK PRO- 
GRAMME WILL INCLUDE THE ORDER IN WHICH THE COMMITTEE WILL DISCUSS 
THE ITEMS ON ITS AGENDA, THE COMMITTEE'S “hale + Hea AT TEHERAN 
AND THE QUESTION OF MEETINGS AWAY FROM HEADQUA 
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NATIONS, 0236 LT 
NEW YORK, 


UN. 2182. UNCLASSIFIED. 


ADDRESSED CANBERRA UN.2182, REPEATED WASHINGTON. 
OMAN. 


THE AFRO-ASIAN DRAFT RESOLUTION (TEXT IN OUR TELEGRAM 2148) 
WAS ADOPTED IN THE FOURTH COMMITTEE BY 70 - 16 (UNITED KINGDOM, 
UNITED STATES, AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, CANADA, WESTERN EUROPE) 
- 18 (LATINS, INDIA, IRAN, JAPAN, LIBERIA, SIERRA LEONE, 
THAILAND). 
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NEW YORK. 
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FOLLOWING IS DRAFT RESOLUTION ON OMAN SPONSORED BY 33 
AFRO ASIANS. 


BEGINS - 
''THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

HAVING CONSIDERED THE QUESTION OF OMAN, 

HAVING CONSIDERED THE CHAPTER OF THE REPORT OF THE 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF 
INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES RELATING TO THE 
QUESTION OF OMAN, 

HAVING ALSO CONSIDERED THE REPORT OF THE SECRETARY~GENERAL, 

HAVING HEARD THE STATEMENT OF THE PETITIONER, 

RECALLING ITS RESOLUTION 1514 (XV) OF 14 DECEMBER 1960, 

RECALLING FURTHER ITS RESOLUTIONS 2073 (XX) OF 17 
DECEMBER 1965 AND 2238 (XX1) OF 20 DECEMBER 1966, 

DEEPLY CONCERNED AT THE SERIOUS AND CRITICAL SITUATION 
ARISING FROM THE COLONIAL POLICIES PURSUED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND IN THE 
TERRITORY, 
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1. ENDORSES THE CHAPTER OF THE REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES 
AND PEOPLES RELATING TO THE TERRITORY OF OMAN, 

2. REAFFIRMS THE INALIENABLE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF THE 
TERRITORY AS A WHOLE TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND INDEPENDENCE AND 
RECOGNIZES THE LEGITIMACY OF THEIR STRUGGLE TO OBTAIN THE 
RIGHTS PROCLAIMED IN THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS, THE 
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE DECLARATION ON 
THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES, 

3. DEPLORES THE REFUSAL OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND NORTHERN IRELAND TO IMPLEMENT WITH REGARD TO OMAN THE 
PROVISIONS OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 1514 (XV) AND OF 
RESOLUTIONS 2073 (XX) AND 2238 (XXI), 

4, FURTHER DEPLORES THE POLICIES OF THE UNITED KINGDOM, WHICH, 
BY INSTALLING AND STRENGTHENING UNREPRESENTATIVE REGIMES IN THE 
TERRITORY WITHOUT REGARD FOR THE BASIC RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE, IS 
CONTRAVENING THE RELEVANT GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS, 

5. REAFFIRMS ‘THAT THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE TERRITORY OF 
OMAN BELONG TO THE INDIGENOUS POPULATION AND THAT THE CONCESSIONS 
GRANTED TO FOREIGN ENTERPRISES WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE PEOPLE 
CONSTITUTE A VIOLATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE 
TERRITORY, 

6. CONSIDERS THAT THE MILITARY PRESENCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM 
AND THE EXISTENCE OF MILITARY BASES IN THE TERRITORY CONSTITUTE 
A MAJOR HINDRANCE TO THE EXERCISE BY THE PEOPLE OF THEIR RIGHT 
TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND INDEPENDENCE AND ARE 
PREJUDICIAL TO PEACE AND SECURITY IN THE REGION, 

7. CALLS UPON THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM TO TAKE THE 
NECESSARY MEASURES TO IMPLEMENT WITHOUT DELAY THE PROVISIONS OF 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 1524 (XV) AND ALL OTHER RELEVANT 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS, 

8. FURTHER CALLS UPON THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM 
TO GIVE IMMEDIATE EFFECT IN THE TERRITORY TO THE FOLLOWING 
MEASURES? 
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(A) REMOVAL OF BRITISH TROOPS AND MILITARY BASES, 

(B) CESSATION OF ALL REPRESSIVE ACTION AGAINST THE PEOPLE 
OF THE TERRITORY, 

(C) RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS AND POLITICAL DETAINEES 
AND RETURN OF POLITICAL EXILES TO THE TERRITORY, 

9. APPEALS TO ALL MEMBER STATES TO RENDER ALL NECESSARY 
ASSISTANCE TO THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY IN THEIR STRUGGLE TO 
OBTAIN FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE, 

10. REQUESTS THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO CONTINUE ITS 
EXAMINATION OF THE SITUATION IN THE TERRITORY AND TO 
CONSIDER THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SUB-COMMITTEE ON OMAN, 

1, REQUESTS THE SECRETARY-RENERAL TO TAKE, IN CONSULTATION 
WITH THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE, APPROPRIATE MEASURES FOR THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RELEVANT GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS AND TO 
REPORT THEREON TO THE ASSEMBLY AT ITS TWENTY~THIRD SESSION. 
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UN 2028 UNCLASSIFIED. 


ADDRESSED CANBERRA UN 2028, REPEATED WASHINGTON, LONDON 
(EXTERNAL) 790. 


FOURTH COMMITTEE. 


COMMITTEE CONTINUED CONCURRENT DISCUSSION OF BULGARIAN ITEM 
ON SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND OMAN ITEM. 


SPECIALISED AGENCIES. 

2. CZECHOSLOVAKIA, UKRAINE, HUNGARY, CUBA AND TANZANIA SPOKE 
IN SUPPORT OF BULGARIAN INITIATIVE. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA SAID THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES SHOULD BE 
GIVING MORE ASSISTANCE TO COLONIAL PEOPLE STRUGGLING FOR INDE= 
PENDENCE. 

LIKE THE OTHER COMMUNIST REPRESENTATIVES, HE CRITICIZED THE 
INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR ITS UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOUR. 

HUNGARY WAS EVEN STRONGER IN ITS CRITICISM AND CUBA WENT INTO 
A WILD DIATRIBE ABOUT THE BANK AND FUND BEING AGENTS OF AMERICAN 
IMPERIALISM. 

HE LAID THE BLAME FOR ALL THIS AT THE DOOR OF DEFENCE 
SECRETARY MACNAMARA. 

TANZANIA SPOKE CRITICIALLY OF THE ARGUMENTS PUT UP BY THE 
BANK IN ITS CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE SECRETARY-GENERAL. 


36 GHANA IN A MORE MODERATE STATEMENT, SAID THAT AGENCIES SHOULD 


BE DOING EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO ASSIST PEOPLES IN DEPENDENT 
TERRITORIES TO EXERCISE THEIR RIGHT OF SELF=DETERMINATION AND 
CRITICIZED THE BANK FOR ITS LOANS TO PORTUGAL. 
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OMAN. 
4, ALGERIA SAID THE BRITISH WERE PLANNING NOT A WITHDRAWAL BUT 
A STRATEGIC RE-GROUPING IN THE SOUTH ARABIAN AREA. 

THE SOVIET UNION AND BYELORUSSIA SAID THAT THE PRESENCE OF 
BRITISH MILITARY BASES MADE OMAN AND OCCUPIED TERRITORY. 

SUDAN SAID THRAT OMAN WAS A BRITISH COLONY. 
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ASSEMBLY 


17 November 1967 


ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 


| Twenty-second session 
Agenda item 70 (b) 


QUESTION OF OMAN 


Report of the Secretary-General 


1. On 20 December 1966, the General Assembly adopted resolution 2238 (XxXI) 


on the question of Oman, the operative paragraphs of which read as follows: 


"1. Approves the chapter of the report of the-Special Committee 
on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
relating to the Territory of Oman; 


2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of the Territory 
as a whole to self-determination and independence and recognizes the 
legitimacy of their struggle to achieve the rights laid down in the 
Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples; 


3. Deplores the refusal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland to implement General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) and 


2073 (XX); 


4. Further deplores the policies of the United Kingdom in installing 
and supporting any unrepresentative régime in the Territory in contravention 
of the relevant General Assembly resolutions; 


5. Recognizes that the natural resources of the Territory belong to 
the people of Oman and that the concessions given to foreign monopolies 
without the consent of the people constitute a violation of the rights 
of the people of the Territory; 


6. Considers that the maintenance of military bases, depots and 
troops in the Territory constitutes a major hindrance to the exercise by 
the people of their right to self-determination and independence and is 
prejudicial to the peace and security of the region, and that their 
immediate removal is therefore essential; 
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7. Calls upon the Government of the United Kingdom to effect 
immediately the implementation in the Territory of the following measures: 


(a) Cessation of all repressive action against the people of the 
Territory; 


(bo) Withdrawal of British troops; 


(c) Release of political prisoners and political detainees and return of 
political exiles to the Territory; 


‘(d) Elimination of British domination in any form; 


8. Appeals to all Member States to render all possible assistance to 
the people of the Territory in their struggle to attain freedom and 
independence; 


9. Requests the Special Committee to continue its examination of the 
situation in the Territory; 


10. Requests the Secretary-General to take, in consultation with the 
Special Committee, appropriate measures fcr the implementation of the relevant 
General Assembly resolutions and to report thereon to the Assembly at its 
twenty-second session." 
Be The Secretary-General transmitted the resolution to the Permanent Mission of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland by letter dated 
19 January 1967. 
5% Pursuant to the appeal contained in paragraph 8 of the resolution, the 
Secretary-General also transmitted the text of the resolution to the Permanent 
Representatives of all other Member States by a note dated 26 January 1967. 
h, The reply received from the Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom, 
which was contained in a letter dated 17 February 1967 is reproduced below: 
"T have the honour to acknowledge Your Excellency's letter of 19 January 
transmitting for the attention of my Government the text of resolution 


2238 (XXI) concerning the question of Oman adopted by the General Assembly 
on 20 December 1966. 


"T have been asked to draw Your Excellency's attention to the statement 


made by the United Kingdom representative in the Foutth Committee on 
17 December, which I enclose as an annex to this letter, ty when he 


1/ Not reproduced; for summary of statement ses A/c .4/SR.1679. 
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reaffirmed that the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman is a sovereign and 
independent State and that the relations between the United Kingdom and 
the Sultanate were those normally enjoyed between two independent and 
sovereign States. My Government's position of principle remains that, 
under the Charter, the United Nations have neither the right nor the 
competence to discuss the internal affairs of the Sultanate of Muscat 
and Oman. 


"It follows, therefore, that this resolution, which relates exclusively 
to matters within the domestic jurisdiction of the Sultanate of Muscat 
and Oman, does not conform with the principles of the Charter. I would 
add that my Government do not have any bases in the Sultanate nor any troops 
apart from about 250 non-combatant Royal Air Force personnel providing 
servicing facilities at two staging posts under an agreement with the 
Sultanate Government and approximately 50 men serving with the Sultan's 
Armed Forces on secondment. But this is by no means a unique arrangement 
between two independent countries. Moreover, as my Government are not 
engaged in any repressive action against the people of the Sultanate, have 
no responsibility for its affairs and do not exercise any domination over 
it, would be impossible for them to comply with the terms of the resolution. 


"With these considerations in mind, I take this opportunity of 
confirming to Your Excellency that my delegation cannot accept that the 
Committee of Twenty-Four is entitled to consider the Oman question further 
and will continue, therefor, not to participate in any discussions which 
the Committee may decide to conduct on this subject before the next Session 
of the General Assembly." 

5. It will be noted that the request to the Secretary-General contained in 
paragraph 10 of General Assembly resolution 2238 (XXI) is similar to that 
addressed to the Secretary-General in paragraph 7 of General Assembly resolution 
2073 (XX), of 17 December 1965. It will be recalled that in paragraph 3 of his 
report to the twenty-first bewadiceie/ the Secretary-General informed members that 
he had discussed the request addressed to him with the Chairman of the Special 
Committee and that it was agreed that the consultations with the Special Committee 
envisaged in the resolution would be undertaken when the Committee had considered 
the question. 

6. The Secretary-General notes, from the report of the Special Committee to the 
General Assembly at its twenty-second deatktcn oe that the Committee has not been 


2/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-first Session, Annexes, 
agenda item 70, document A/6563. 
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able to complete its consideration of the question of Oman and that, subject to 
any further directives the General Assembly may wish to give during its twenty- 
second session, it will consider the question at its meetings in 1968 with a 
view to implementing General Assembly resolution 2238 (XXI). 
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I, ACTION PREVIOUSLY TAKEN BY THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE AND THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

les The question of Oman was included in the agenda of the General Assembly at 
its fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth sessions and was referred to the Special 
Political Cemmittee for consideration, At the fifteenth session, the Special 
Political Committee considered the question but decided owing to lack of time 
to postpone further consideration of the question until the sixteenth session, 
At the sixteenth and seventeenth sessions, the Special Political Committee 
approved resolutions whereby the General Assembly, recalling its resolution 
1514 (XV), would recognize the right of the people of Oman to self-determination 
and independence, call for the withdrawal of foreign forces from Oman, and invite 
the parties concerned to settle peacefully their differences with a view to 
restoring normal conditions in Oman, The General Assembly, however, did not 
adopt these resolutions at its plenary meetings because they failed to receive 
the necessary two-thirds majority. 
2. At the 1191st plenary meeting of the General Assembly at its seventeenth 
session, the representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, on behalf of the sultan of Muscat and Oman, extended an invitation to 
a representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to visit the 
Sultanate on a personal basis to obtain first-hand information on the situation 
there, Subsequently, the Secretary-General appointed Mr. Herbert de Ribbing, 
Swedish Ambassador to Spain, as his Special Representative to undertake that 
task. Mr. de Ribbing visited Oman in June 1963 and submitted a report which 
was made available to the General Assembly at its eighteenth session.= 


RS 


Official Records of the General Assembly. Sixteenth Session, Annexes, 
(A/SPC/L.78 ana Add.1); and ibid., Seventeenth Session, Annexes (A/SPC/L.88), 


Ibid., Eighteenth Session, Annexes (A/5562). 
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3. At the eighteenth session, the question of Oman was again included in the 
agenda of the General Assembly and referred to the Fourth Committee for 
consideration, A draft resolution recommended by the Fourth Committee was 
adopted by the General Assembly on 11 December 1963, as resolution 1948 (XVIII). 
By this resolution, the Assembly took note of the report of the Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General and decided to establish an Ad Hoc 
Committee to examine the question of Oman and to report to it at its nineteenth 
session, The Ad Hoc Committee submitted its report to the General Assembly on 

8 January 1965. 

4, The question of Oman was one of the many items included in the provisional 
agenda of the General Assembly, which it was unable to consider at its nineteenth 
session, At the twentieth session, the item was referred to the Fourth Committee 
for consideration, A draft resolution recommended by the Fourth Committee was 
adopted by the General Assembly at its 1399th plenary meeting on 17 December 1965 
as resolution 2073 (XX). By this resolution, the General Assembly took note of 
the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Oman (A/5846), and recognized the 
inalienable right of the people of the Territory as a whole to self-determination 
and independence, It considered that the colonial presence of the United Kingdom 
in its various forms prevented the people of the Territory from exercising their 
rights to self-determination and independence, The General Assembly also called 
upon the Government of the United Kingdom to implement a number of measures in 
the Territory and invited the Special Committee to examine the situation in the 
Territory. 

5e The Special Committee considered the question of Oman at its meetings in 1966 
and heard a number of petitioners from Oman, On 17 November 1966, the Special 
Committee decided that it would report to the General Assembly that due to lack of 
time it had not been able to complete its consideration of the item, It also 


3/  Ibid., Nineteenth Session. annex No. 16 (A/5846). 
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decided that, subject to any further directives, the General Assembly might wish to 
give during its twenty-first session, it would consider the question at its 

meetings in 1967 with a view to the implementation of General Assembly 

resolution 2073 (XX). 

6. At its twenty-first session, the General Assembly considered the report of 

the Special Committee covering its work in 1966 ,1/ and adopted resolution 2238 (XXI) 
of 20 December 1966 which reads as follows: 


1" 


The General Assembly, 


"Having considered the chapter of the report of the Special Committee 
on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the 
Territory of Oman, 5/ 


" 


Having also considered the report of the Secretary-General, 6/ 


"Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 


"Recalling further its resolutions 2073 (XX) of 17 December 1965 and 
2189 (XXI) of 13 December 1966, 


Having heard the statements of the petitioners, 


"Deeply concerned at the serious and critical situation arising from 
the colonial policies pursued by the Government of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland in the Territory, 


"1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special Committee on 
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the 
Territory of Oman; 


"d,. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of the Territory 
as @ whole 7/ to self-determination and independence and recognizes the 
legitimacy of their struggle to achieve the rights laid down in the Charter 
of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 


"3, Deplores the refusal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland to implement General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) and 
2073 (XX); 


A/6300/Add.8, chapter XIII. 
Tbid. 
A/6563. 


It was stated on behalf of the sponsors of this resolution that the Territory of 
Oman included the Trucial Sheikhdoms as well as the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman. 
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"4, Further deplores the policies of the United Kingdom in installing 
and supporting any unrepresentative régime in the Territory in contravention 
of the relevant General Assembly resolutions; 


"5, Recognizes that the natural resources of the Territory belong to 
the people of Oman and that the concessions given to foreign monopolies 
without the consent of the people constitute a violation of the rights of 
the people of the Territory; 


"6. Considers that the maintenance of military bases, depots and 
troops in the Territory constitutes a major hindrance to the exercise by 
the people of their right to self-determination and independence and is 
prejudicial to the peace ,and security of the region, and that their 
immediate removal is therefore essential; 


"7. Calls upon the Government of the United Kingdom to effect 
immediately the implementation in the Territory of the following measures: 


(a) Cessation of all repressive action against the people of the 
Territory; 


(b) Withdrawal of British troops; 


(c) Release of political prisoners and political detainees and return 
of political exiles to the Territory; 


(a) Elimination of British domination in any form; 


"8. Appeals to all Member States to render all possible assistance to 
the people of the Territory in their struggle to attain freedom and 
independence; 


"9. Requests the Special Committee to continue its examination of 
the situation in the Territory; 


"10. Requests the Secretary-General to take, in consultation with the 
Special Committee, appropriate measures for the implementation of the 
relevant General Assembly resolutions and to report thereon to the Assembly 
at its twenty-second session." 


= 


II. INFORMATION ON THE TERRTTORYS/ 
Introduction 
hs Detailed information on the Territory is contained in the chapter on Oman in 


the report of the Special Committee to the General Assembly at its twenty-first 


8/ The information presented in this section has been derived from published 
reports. 


Jase 


A/6700/Add.12 
English 
Page 6 S 


session (A/6300/Add.8, chapter XIII). This paper contains a summary of that 
information, together with supplementary information concerning recent developments. 


A. SULTANATE OF MUSCAT AND OMAN 


General 


8. The Sultanate of Muscat and Oman lies at the extreme south-east of the Arabian 
peninsula, east of the Rub-al-Khali desert. It has a total area of approximately 
82,000 square miles (212,000 square kilometres). The total population of Muscat 
and Oman is estimated at over 750,000. 

9. Muscat and Oman has, in the past, been under two different political 
institutions. From the eighth century onwards, it was an independent State ruled 
by an Imam who exercised both spiritual and temporal authority. About 1775, with 
the death of Imam Ahmed bin Said, the first Sultanate was established in Muscat on 


the coast. Early in the nineteenth century the predominant institution was the 

sultanate, but the Imamate was revived in the interior of the country once in 1868 

and again in 1913. According to the Ad Hoc Committee on Oman, the interior of 

Oman was an autonomous political entity under two successive Imams, 

Salim bin Rashif al-Kharusi and Mohamed bin Abdullah al-Khalili, from 1913 until 

1955 when it was occupied by the Sultan's forces with British assistance. Although 

the boundaries of the Imamate were not clearly defined, it included the 

Jabal al Akhdar, the Dhahirah, the Sharqiyah and the Ja'lan. The Imamate seemed 

to have had the normal attributes of a State, with the Head of State, a Higher 

Council, an Assembly and its own system of administration. 

10. The Ad Hoc Committee stated that the Imam was considered by his followers as 

the Head of State and was elected by "the leaders, elders and notables of the + 
people from various levels and tribes" in consultation with religious figures. 

The Imam's authority was exercised in all fields - religious, political and ’ 
judicial - in accordance with Islamic law. He was bound to consult the Higher 

Council in all major problems. The Assembly was composed of the members of the 


Higher Council, walis and tribal leaders and met whenever the Imam decided to 


convene it. 
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11. The present Imam, Ghalib bin Ali, was elected in 1954. He lives in exile in 
Saudi Arabia. He has a Higher Council which includes several sheikhs from the 
leading tribes in the area, and a Revolutionary Council whose aims are "to direct 
the struggle of the people to regain their independence, and to educate and train 
them, both inside and outside the country" (A/5846, para. 549). The Revolutionary 
Council has a Military Committee, a Financial Committee, a Cultural Committee and 
a Secretariat. It has appointed representatives to the Arab League and to several 
Arab States. 

12. The present Sultan has maintained that all the people of Oman are his subjects 
and that there have never been two States. His family has been in power in Muscat 


and Oman for over 220 years. 


Relationship with the United Kingdom 


13. British association with Muscat dates back to 1798, when a treaty was signed 
between Muscat and the East India Company. The written instruments on which the 
present relationship between the Sultanate and the Unitea Kingdom is based, namely, 
the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation and Exchange of Letters of 1951 
and the Exchange of Letters of 1958, were reproduced in full in the Special 
Committee's previous report to the General Assembly (A/6300/Ada.8, chapter XIII, 
annex I). 

14, There is a British Consul-General in Muscat who is responsible to the British 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, whose headquarters is in Bahrein. The 
latter is responsible to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in London. 

In addition to other duties, the Political Resident has an over-all responsibility 
for the postal services and telegraphic communications in the Sultanate and in 
other States in the area. He also controls exchange transactions effected through 
the banks. 

15. The administration of air fields which have been established in Oman under the 
1934 Civil Air Agreement2/ falls within the jurisdiction of the Political Resident. 
By this Agreement the United Kingdom received permission to establish air fields 

in the Sultanate. The United Kingdom acts as the agent of the Sultan in all 


aviation matters. While the air field at Masirah Island is used for staging 


9/ The Agreement was reconfirmed in the Exchange of Letters of 1958. 
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purposes, Salalah Airfield is considered as an international airport for civil 
airlines and is managed by the United Kingdom on behalf of the Sultan according to 
international rules and regulations. Use of the air fields by the Royal Air Force 
is governed by a separate agreement between the Sultan and the United Kingdom. 

16. By an order in council which came into operation on 1 January 1967 ,22/ the 
United Kingdom Government ceased to exercise extraterritorial jurisdiction in the 
Territory of the Sultan of Muscat and Oman. The order provided for the transfer of 
pending cases before the consular courts to the courts of the Sultan. The 
revocation of previous orders, rules and regulations relating to British 
jurisdiction and British courts, does not have any retroactive effect over 


past cases settled by the courts. 


Sultan 


17. The Sultan is a traditional ruler who exercises supreme authority over his 
subjects. His authority is based on customs and understandings which have their 
origin in the tribal system prevailing in most of the country. There is no 
constitution or elected representative institution. The present Sultan, 

Said bin Taimur, has ruled Muscat and Oman since the abdication of his father in 
1932. 

18. The capital of the, Sultanate is Muscat, although the Sultan's normal residence 
is at Salalah in Dhofar. The administration of the provinces and main centres of 
population is in the hands of walis (governors) who are responsible to the Sultan 


through the Minister of the Interior. 


Security 


19. There have been unofficial reports of attacks on United Kingdom military units 
in Oman, mine explosions, and raids against military convoys and installations. 


Omani organizations abroad, particularly the Dhofar Liberation Front and the Omani 


' Revolutionary Council, have issued communiqués on the operations carried out by 


“commandos of the Omani Liberation Army" in areas such as Salalah, Taqah, Bahlah 
Uqbat Hamrus, Muscat, Al-Fuhud, Ubaylah, As-Suwayq, Nazwa and Rastaq. According to 
some reports, demonstrations have been held against oil companies in Oman. On 


10/ Statutory Instruments, The Muscat (Revoking) Order 1966, No. 1598. 
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27 December 1966, the Omani Revolutionary Council announced that it would not 
recognize agreements concluded by the Shell Oil Company with any party other than 
the Government led by the Imam of Oman. 

20. In April 1966 an attempt was made on the life of the Sultan of Muscat and Oman 
at a military parade in Salalah. The Sultan escaped unhurt but five other persons 
were reported killed, including the commanding officer of the Sultan's forces in 


Dhofar, and several were wounded. 


Economic conditions 


21. In general, the economy of the Sultanate is mainly pastoral and agricultural. 
The chief products are dates, fish and cereals (the latter being grown for local 
consumption), as well as limes and other fruit. Breeding of livestock, particularly 
camels, is widely practised. 

e2. The chief exports of Muscat and Oman are dates, dried limes, dried fish, 
tobacco leaf, hides, goat hair and vegetables. Imports include rice, wheat, flour, 
sugar, cement, vehicles and accessories, cotton piece goods and other consumer 
goods. A part of these imports is financed by the oil companies for their 
exploration and other operations. 

23. In 1964, the value of total imports to the Sultanate was £2.4 million, 
excluding £500,000 of imports for government use. Exports were valued at £480,000. 
In 1965, trade with the United Kingdom was as follows: 


(thousand pounds sterling) 


Exports to the United Kingdom 9 
Imports from the United Kingdom 2,207 
Re-exports from the United Kingdom 26 


24. The revenue of the Sultanate is derived mainly from customs receipts and annual 
payments by the oil companies. In 1965, total revenue was estimated at 
11 million rupees. 

25. Oil. 


a subsidiary of the Iraq Petroleum Company, Petroleum Development (Oman) Ltd., was 


The first oil concession was obtained by a foreign company in 1937, when 


granted a seventy-five-year concession extending over the whole area except Dhofar. 
In 1953, a concession covering Dhofar was granted to Dhofar Cities Service Petroleum 


Corporation for a period of twenty-five years from the date of commercial production. 
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In 1960, Petroleum Development (Oman) Ltd., was acquired by Royal Dutch Shell and 
Partex. In March 1966, an off-shore concession was granted to a concern in the 
Federal Republic of Germany, Wintershall A.G. ey 
26. In 1964, Petroleum Development (Oman) Ltd., announced that drilling had 


proved the existence of sufficient reserves to go into commercial production. 


| 

| Export of crude oil was expected to start in the second half of 1967 at a rate of 
about 6 or 7 million tons a year. A pipeline was to be built through Wadi Sumail 
to an oil-loading terminal at Saih-al-Malih, a few miles to the west of Muscat town. 
27. Development. Subsidies are paid by the United Kingdom Government towards 
development. Under the agreement concluded between the Sultan and the United 
Kingdom in 1958, the latter agreed to assist in carrying out "a civil development 
programme which will include the improvement of roads, medical and educational 
facilities and an agricultural research programme". 

28. In September 1966, a United Kingdom firm of architects and planners, 

John R. Harris, was commissioned by the Sultan to prepare a development plan for the 


region of Muscat and Matrah. The plan would include main transport services, a 


fresh water distribution system, electrical supply and drainage. The Sultan was 
reported to have asked the firm to begin construction work towards the end of 1967, 
| the plan to be progressively carried out as the export of oil grows from the 
autumn of 1967. 


B. TRUCIAL SHEIKHDOMS 


General 


29. The Trucial Sheikhdoms lie north of the Rub-al-Khail, between the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia and the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman; the area, also known as Trucial 
Oman or the Trucial Coast, extends for nearly 400 miles from the south-eastern end 
of the peninsula of Qatar along the southern coast of the Persian Gulf to the Gulf 
| of Oman. The boundaries of the Trucial Coast have not been clearly demarcated and 
| in several places have been the subject of disputes with neighbouring countries. 
The total area is estimated roughly at 32,000 square miles (83,000 square 
kilometres). 
| 30. No census has ever been taken of the population: the estimated total is 


110,000, of whom about one tenth are nomads. 
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31. The Sheikhdoms consist of seven separate political entities each headed by a 
Sheikh or Ruler. They are (from west to east): Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Ajman, Sharjah, 


Umm al Qaiwain, Ras al Khaimah and Fujairah. 


Relationship with the United Kingdom 


32. Contacts between the East India Company and the rulers of the Sheikhdoms date 
back to the seventeenth century, but it was not until 1806 that the first agreement 
was signed with the Sheikh of the Qasimi (JaSimi) tribe. In 1820, following 
hostilities between a British naval expedition and local Sheikhs at Ras al Khaimah 
and other points of the Oman coast, a general "Treaty of Peace" was concluded 
between the Sheikhs and the British Government. In 1835 a "Maritime Truce" was 
signed by the Sheikhs providing for a temporary cessation of hostilities between 
them. The Truce was renewed several times in subsequent years until in 1853 a 
"Treaty of Peace in Perpetuity" was concluded, whereby the United Kingdom acquired 
the right to watch over the maintenance of the peace and to take steps to enforce 
the treaty at all times. 

33. In 1892, the Sheikhs signed identical "Exclusive Agreements" witn the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf, whereby they undertook "not to cede, sell, lease, 
mortgage or otherwise give for occupation" any part of their territory except to 
the British Government. The United Kingdom was also to become responsible for the 
conduct of their foreign relations. These agreements constitute the basis of the 
present relationship between the United Kingdom and the Trucial Sheikhdoms. In 
1911 and 1922, further agreements were concluded whereby the granting of pearling 
and oil concessions respectively became subject to the approval of the United 
Kingdom Government. The full texts of these documents were reproduced in the 
Special Committee's previous report to the General Assembly (A/6300/Add.8, 

chapter XIII, annex II). The Rulers have also undertaken to recognize the right 
of the United Kingdom to fix their State boundaries and to settle disputes between 
them. 

34. There is a British Political Agent in Dubai and another in Abu Dhabi; both 
are responsible to the Political Resident in Bahrein. In addition to the conduct 
of the Trucial Sheikhdoms' foreign relations, the functions of the Political 
Resident include ‘over-all supervision in certain administrative fields with 


international aspects or matters chiefly affecting foreigners and the 


implementation of international conventions such as the Sanitary Convention and the 
OY 
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Dangerous Drugs Convention. These fields are mainly postal services, telegraphic 
communications, exchange transactions, control of immigration, imports of arms and 
narcotics and civil aviation. 

35. Advice is given to the Rulers in the administration and development of their 
Sheikhdoms by the Political Agents. Relations between the oil companies and the 
Rulers are usually conducted through, or with the knowledge of the United Kingdom 
authorities. Company officials are required to keep the British Political Agents 
or officers informed of important developments in their dealings with the Rulers. 
36. The United Kingdom enjoys extraterritorial jurisdiction in the Trucial 
Sheikhdoms. The scope and machinery used in the exercise of this jurisdiction has 
been described in the Special Committee's previous report to the General Assembly 
(A/6300/Add.8, chapter XIII, paras. 49-52). 


Rulers 


37. The Sheikh (or Ruler) is essentially a tribal leader and a descendant of a 
ruling family which has had the ascendancy among the tribes for several generations. 
On the death of a Sheikh, succession is decided according to custom by a meeting 
of the senior members of the ruling family. In recent times, the tendency has been 
to allow succession to pass from father to son. The Political Resident usually 
extends the recognition of the United Kingdom Government to the new Ruler at a 
formal ceremony. 

38. The Rulers exercise authority over their subjects in conformity with local 
customs and traditions. Their rule is entirely personal and there are no 
constitutions or elected representatives of the people. 

39. On 6 August 1966, Sheikh Shakbut of Abu Dhabi was deposed by leading members 
of his family and replaced as Ruler by his brother - Sheikh Zaid bin Sultan. The 
new Ruler was immediately recognized by the United Kingdom Government. A statement 
by the British Political Resident in Pahrein reported that the family decision had 
been taken “in the public interest because of Sheikh Shakbut's manifest inability, 
despite all their advice, to govern Abu Dhabi State properly or use the country's 


increasing wealth in the interests of the people". 
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Armed forces 


40. In 1952, the United Kingdom established a joint Arab Force in the Sheikhdoms - 
the Trucial Oman Levies - now called the Trucial Oman Scouts. In 1953, the Scouts 
were expanded from 100 to 500 men, and in 1958 to 1,000 men; there are about 
thirty-nine British officers and ninety non-commissioned officers in the Scouts. 
The headquarters of the Trucial Oman Scouts is at Sharjah, although squadrons are 
stationed in various points inland and along the coast. The Scouts are under the 
control and direction of the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf and their 

costs are borne by the United Kingdom Government. Their duties include the 
maintenance of peace and good order in the Trucial States, the providing of escorts 
for British Political Representatives and the execution of warrants, orders and 
judgements issued by the British courts. A special wing of the Scouts has been 
formed to carry out police duties. ji 
41. At the end of June 1966, a new agreement was signed between the United Kingdom 
and the Ruler of Sharjah, Sheikh Khaled bin Muhammad, to provide additional land 
for new facilities and accommodation for British forces in Sharjah. An initial 
payment of £100,000 was to be made to the Sheikh, and subsequently an annual payment 


of a similar amount beginning January 1967. 
\ 


Economic conditions 


42. General. Economic activity has been confined, in the past, to ocean trade, 
off-shore fishing, pearl diving and the growing of date palms in the few existing 
oases. Since 1930, the pearl industry has lost its importance because of foreign 
competition; at the same time, however, the search for and exploitation of oil 
resources have gradually become the leading concern and most important economic 
activity in the Trucial Sheikhdoms. 

43. In addition to oil, the chief exports of the Trucial Coast are dates, 
vegetables, hides and fish products (including pearls). The port of Dubai is a 
commercial centre serving both the Trucial Sheikhdoms and the northern part of the 


Sultanate of Muscat and Oman. It has a relatively large entrepdét trade, 
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particularly with Iran and other neighbouring areas. In 1965, United Kingdom trade 
with the Sheikhdoms, with the exception of Abu Dhabi, was as follows: 
(thousand pounds sterling) 


Exports to the United Kingdom 23535 
Imports from the United Kingdom 2,708 
Re-exports from the United Kingdom 69 


Exports to the United Kingdom from Abu Dhabi totalled £19.6 million against 

£17.3 million in 1964; imports from the United Kingdom were worth approximately 

£15 million, against £2.3 million in 1964; re-exports from the United Kingdom 
amounted to £7,000 as against £14,000 in 196). 

44, The revenue of the Sheikhdoms is derived principally from customs duties and 
income from the oil companies. No accurate figures on revenue are available. Oil 
income in Abu Dhabi and Dubai has been increasing rapidly. 

45. Currency. Following the devaluation of the Indian rupee, in June 1966, six 
Trucial States adopted a new currency, the Saudi rial, while the seventh, Abu Dhabi, 
adopted the Bahrein dinar. The "Gulf" rupee had formerly been tied to! the Indian 
rupee at the old exchange rate of RS13.33 to the pound sterling. 

K€. Oil. In 1965, on-shore and off-shore output of crude oil in Abu Dhabi reached 
13.5 million tons, an increase of 50 per cent over 1964. In 1966, production was 
expected to exceed 17.5 million tons; Abu Dhabi Marine Areas Ltd. - owned jointly 
ty British Petroleum and Compagnie Francaise des Pétroles - increased the output of 
-ts Umm Shaif field (about twenty miles from Das Island off the coast of Abu Dhabi) 
vo 5 million tons in 1966. A submarine pipeline carries’ the crude petroleum from 
the oil field to Das Island where an export terminal has been constructed. The 
land concession in Abu Dhabi is held by the Abu Dhabi Petroleum Co., a wholly 

owned subsidiary of the Iraq Petroleum Co. This company was reported to be planning 
to export 10 million tons in 1966. According to press information, total annual 
output in Abu Dhabi should reach 60 million tons in a few years. 

47, Abu Dhabi received £10,750,000 in royalties in 1965 and about £25 million in 
1966. It has been estimated that Abu Dhabi's oil revenue would reach £45 million 
by 1970. Royalties are now computed on the basis of a 50-50 division of profits. 
In January 1967, Abu Dhabi granted a new oil concession to a consortium of three 
companies, Phillips Petroleum of America, the American Independent Oil Co., and 


the Italian Agip Group. 
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48. In June 1966, it was reported that Dubai Petroleum had struck oil in 
commercial quantities off shore in Dubai Sheikhdom. The company holds 35 per cent 
of the concession. In the remaining Sheikhdoms, the exploration concessions are 
held by several other companies, mainly from the United States of America. 

49, Development. According to press reports, the new Ruler of Abu Dhabi has 
initiated the preparation of development plans which would include the building of 
a road network, schools and hospitals, sewerage schemes, corniches, housing and 
barracks and power stations. Contracts have already been given to United Kingdom 
firms for building three hospitals and dispensaries, and eight schools. A United 
Kingdom consortium of town planners, civil and structural engineers, architects and 
surveyors named Arabicon has reportedly started work on projects for 100 miles of 
road between Abu Dhabi town and Buraimi, 60 miles of urban roads, a new sea-wall 
and land reclamation scheme, sewerage works, a water Pipeline system and a new 
covered market. Private contracts for other projects have been granted and plans 
have been worked out for a new airport and harbour. Another consortium reported to 
be advising the Ruler on development is Cansult, a group of Canadian companies. 
Recently a Development Council has been formed. It includes the Sheikh, five 

other members of his family, including the Minister for Public Works, Education 


and Health and a Financial Director who is a United Kingdom citizen. The Financial 


‘Director has been appointed in order to organize a modern budget for the State. 
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III, CONSIDERATION BY THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 


50. The Special Committee considered the question of Oman at its 564th meeting 
on, 27 September 1967. 

51. The representative of the United Kingdom recalled that his delegation 
considered the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman to be an independent State. Since 
Article 2 (7) of the Charter prohibited the United Nations from intervening in 
the domestic affairs of any State, the United Kingdom could not take part in the 
discussion of that question, 

52. The representative of the United States of America said that her Government 
kad maintained official relations with the Sultanate, whose sovereignty and 
independence it fully recognized, for 133 years, Consequently, her delegation 
could not take part in the discussion of the item, whose inclusion in the 
agenda was open to serious objections of both a legal and a substantive 

nature, 

53. The representative of Australia stated that the Sultanate was not a colonial 
Territory and did not fall within the Committee's competence. 

54, The Chairman pointed out that the General Assembly, in its resolutions 
2073 (XX) and 2238 (XXI), had characterized the Oman régime as a colonial]. one 
and had referred the question to the Special Committee. 

55- On the proposal of the Chairman, the Special Committee decided, without 
objection, to report to the Assembly that, in view of the limited time available 
to it, it had not been able to complete its consideration of the question of 
Oman and that, subject to any further directives the General Assembly might wish 
to give during its twenty-second session, it would consider the question at its 
meetings in 1968 with, a view to the implementation of General Assembly 
resolution 2238 (XXI). 

56. The representative of Syria said he would like it to be made quite clear 
that lack of time, and not any lack of interest, was the sole reason for the 
Committee's not having completed its consideration of that question, which in ; 


fact it regarded as a matter of great importance, 
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FOLLOWING IS DRAFT RESOLUTION ON THE QUESTION OF OMAN TABLED 
L4TH DECEMBER: 


BEGINS 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

HAVING CONSIDERED THE CHAPTER OF THE REPORT OF THE SPECIAL 
COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL 
COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES RELATING TO THE TERRITORY OF OMAN, 

HAVING ALSO CONSIDERED THE REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL, 
RECALLING ITS RESOLUTION 1514 (XV) OF 14 DECEMBER 1960, 
RECALLING FURTHER ITS RESOLUTIONS 2073 (XX) OF 17 DECEMBER 

1965 AND 2189 (XX1I) OF 13 DECEMBER 1966, 

HAVING HEARD THE STATEMENTS OF THE PETITIONERS, 

DEEPLY CONCERNED AT THE SERIOUS AND CRITICAL SITUATION ARISING 
FROM THE COLONIAL AND INTERVENTIONIST POLICIES PURSUED BY THE 


GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN 
IRELAND IN THE TERRITORY, 


1. | APPROVES THE CHAPTER OF THE REPORT OF THE SPECIAL 
COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 


DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES 
AND PEOPLES RELATING TO OMAN 


24 ' REAFFIRMS THE INALIENABLE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF THE 
TERRITORY AS A WHOLE TO SELF-ETERMINATION AND INDEPENDENCE AND 
RECOGNIZES THE LEGITIMACY OF THEIR STRUGGLE TO ACHIEVE THE 
RIGHTS LAID DOWN IN THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS, THE UNIVERSAL 
DELCARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING 
OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES, 


3 | DEPLORES THE REFUSAL OF THE UNITED KINGDOM TO IMPLEMENT 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS 1514 (XV) OF 14 DECEMBER 1960 AND 2073 
(XX) OF 17 DECEMBER 1965, 
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4, | FURTHER DEPLORES THE POLICIES OF THE UNITED KINGDOM 
IN INSTALLING AND SUPPORTING ANY UNREPRESENTATIVE REGIME IN THE 
TERRITORY IN CONTRAVENTION OF THE RELEVANT GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
RESOLUTIONS, 


5. \ RECOGNIZES THAT THE NATURAL RESOURCES IN THE TERRITORY 
BELONG TO ITS PEOPLE AND THAT THE CONCESSIONS GIVEN TO FOREIGN 
MONOPOLIES WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE PEOPLE CONSTITUTE A 
“VIOLATING OF THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY, 


be ' CONSIDERS THAT THE MAINTENANCE OF MILITARY BASES , DEPOTS 

AND TROOPS IN THE TERRITOR CONSTITUTES A MAJOR HINDRANCE TO THE 
EXERCISE BY THE PEOPLE OF THEIR RIGHT TO SELF~DETERMINATION 

AND INDEPENDENCE AND IS PREJUDICIAL TO THE PEACE AND SECURITY OF 

THE REGION, AND THAT THEIR IMMEDIATE REMOVAL IS THEREFORE ESSENTIAL, 


4. ' CALLS UPON THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM TO EFFECT 
IMMEDIATELY THE IMPLEMENTATION IN THE TERRITORY OF THE FOLLOWING 
MEASURES: 


(A) CESSATION OF ALL REPRESSIVE ACTIONS AGAINST THE PEOPLE 
OF THE TERRITORY, 


(B) RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS: AND POLITICAL DETAINEES 
AND RETURN OF POLITICAL EXILES TO THE TERRITORY, 


(D) ELIMINATION OF BRITISH DOMINATION IN ANY FORM, 


8. | APPEALS TO ALL MEMBER STATES TO RENDER ALL POSSIBLE 
ASSISTANCE TO THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY IN THEIR STRUGGLE TO 
ATTAIN FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE, 


,. | REQUESTS THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO CONTINUE ITS EXAMINATION 
OF THE SITUATION IN THE TERRITORY, 


10. | REQUESTS THE SECRETARY GENERAL TO TAKE, IN CONSULTATION 
WITH THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE, APPROPRIATE MEASURES FOR THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RELEVANT GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS AND 
Me gp bhel THEREON TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS TWENTY~SECOND 

Ss .- 
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NATIONS, DEC. 17 (UPI )--THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


S COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION FROM OMAN, 
THE VOTE CAME AFTER A LENGTHY PROCEDURAL HAGGLE OVE 


VOTED 61 TO , WITH 32 ABSTENTIONS TODAY TO CALL ON Bi 


WHETHER THE QUESTION OF OMAN IS AN IMPORTANT QUESTION, 


WHICH NEEDS A [WO It IRDS AJORITY OF rHE VOTES TO PASS 
3RITAIN, WHICH SAYS THE QUESTION OF OMAN SHOULD WOT 
BE DISCUSSED AT ALL HERE, SAID BECAUSE OF ITs COLO 11 AL 


IMPLICATIONS THE RESOLUTION IN QUESTION WAS IMPORTANI 


{Ds AJORITY BUT IT WAS OVEKRULED 63 


Y A PROCEDURAL VUIC, AND 


ADOPTED--BY A SIMPLE MAJORITY. 


THE RESOLUTION SPONSORED BY 29 AFRO-ASIAN OTAITECO AN 


—~-—DEPLORE THE ATTITUDE OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT IN 
REFUSING TO LET A VISITING U.N. ISSION GO TO OMAN, 


-—RECOGI 1 SHT OF THE PEOPLE OF THAT TERRIT 


——CALI IN BRITAIN TO CEASE REPRESSIVE ACTIONS THERE 


CAL PRISONERS AND 


@ 7 | ael/4/ 


rob la] 


i; = —-BRITAIN REAFFIRMED TODAY T 
THE SULTANATE OF MUSCAT AND OMAN, AT THE SOUTHEASTERN TIP OF | 
THE ARABIAN PENINSUAL, IS A FULLY INDEPENDENT AND SOVEREIGN 
COUNTRY. 

BRITISH DELEGATE C, PETER HOPE TOLD THE U.N. TRUSTEESHIP 
COMMITTEE THAT THE +QUESTION OF OMAN+IS NOT A COLONIAL MATTE tes 
AND THAT 17S DSCUSSION IN THE UNITED NATIONS AMOUNTS TO She 
INTERFERENCE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF MUSCAT AND OMAN, 

+THE POSITION OF THE SULTAN IS ABUNDANTLY CLEAR,+ HE SAID 
SOVEREIGN RULER, IN EFFECTIVE CONTROL OF HIS TERRIT 
RNS HIS PEOPLE AND PRESERVES PEACE WITHIN HIS TERRITO 
SAID BRITAIN HAS PERMISSION TO OPERATE TWO ROYAL AIR 
AGING POSTS IN MUSCAT AND OMAN--ONE AT SALLALAH AND i 
R AT MASIRAH, HE ADDED THAT THERE WERE NO BRITISH 
N THE SULTANATE, ALTHOUGH 60 BRITISH OFFICERS ARE 
DER THE SULTANseS AUTHORITY ON A CONSTRACTURAL 
iENT. 
1D THE SULTANS AMNESTY OFFER TO +REBELS+ STILL STANDS. 
FOR THE SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT FROM OUTSIDE, THE SMALL 
REBELS, WHOSE, CLAIMS NOW PREOCUPY US, WOULD ALL HAVE 
RETURNED TO THEIR COUNTRY TO LIVE IN PEACE AND SHARE 


EVELOPMENT,+ HE TOLD | 


+H 
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QUESTION OF OMAN 
Your file 914/8 


Please refer to our memorandum No. 124). While 
emphasizing that British gy rene | on the handling of the 
Oman item was still in its formative stage, Gent offered 
the following as a guide to likely British tactics at the 
forthcoming session of the General Assembly. 


2. In the first place, as in previous years, the British 
would probably wish to enter reservations about discussion 
in the United Nations of the Oman situation at all. The 
Sultanate of Muscat and Oman had complete and exclusive 
urisdiction over developments which took place inside its 
erritory. Any dispute between the Sultan and the ex-Imam 
was a p domestic matter which fell within the scope of 
article 2(7) of the United Nations Charter. Gent added that 
the British recognized, of course, that any objections to 
discussion of the item would be overruled. Accordingly, the 
United Kingdom's second line of defence would be to refute 
any suggestion that Britain retained a colonial-style control 
og! the Sultanate or that Britain was committing aggression 
the area. 


3. Thus, when it came to inseribing the item on the 
agenda, the British would probably wish to oppose its be 
considered by the Fourth Committee. Oman, the British would. 
wish to emphasize, was not a colonial problem. This had been 
recognized even by the United Nations ad hoc Committee whose 
report (paras. 619-621) spoke of the Sultanate being neither 
a colony nor a protectorate. It was true that the ad hoc 
Committee had referred to Britain having a "very special" and 
"rather exclusive" relationship with the Sultanate, but this 
aid not add up to a colonial situation. The United Kingdom 
had "special" relationships with many countries (those in the 
Commonwealth for iuatanee? which were usually the result, as 
indeed was the case with Muscat and Oman, of a close historical 
involvement. As for the alleged exclusiveness of Britain's 
relations with Muscat and Oman, this was simply not true. 


Other countries, including the U.S., France and Pakistan, had 
consular agreements with the Sultanate; Britain, as she did 
for a number of Cogmonwealth countries, merely acted, on 
instructions, for the Sultanate in certain international 
dealings. 


4. Gent added that, in support of this claim that the 
Oman question was not one for the Fourth Committee, the British 
might wish too to point to the absence of any endorsement bd 
the ad hoc Committee of the Omani claim to independence; the 
committee indeed had not even come out in support of self- 
determination for the Omanis. Additionally, the British 
delegation might also be instructed to ask why - the Oman 

item having previously been taken by the Special Political 
Committee - the Arabs should have wished since 1963 to have 

it considered in the Fourth Committee. Wasn't this just sheer 
opportunism, the complaimants having noted that Mr. Ribbing's 
eye-witness account, of the situation on the ground, gave no 
support for their contention that active hostilities were 


t place, and that a serious international situation had 
developed ? : 
De Gent said that the Foreign Office were still turning 


over in their minds whether the United Kingdom should go further 
than the above in presenting the Sultan's case for him. They 
still hoped that the Sultan might be persuaded to send a 
representative to New York, but realized that the chance;of 
his agreeing to this were slim. If he did not agree to send 
a representative, the British would have to consider whether 
they should confine their activities to trying to get the Oman 
item excluded from the Fourth Committee or whether they should 
work towards having it withdrawn from the United Nations agenda 
altogether. The British would in fact be on sound grounds for 
that the Oman item should not be considered by the 
Special Political Committee either. The De Ribbing Report, 
though two years old, could be invoked to expose the fallacy 
that widespread fighting was takihg place inside the Sultanate. 
Dhofar excepted (see below), there had been no material change 
in the security situation in Oman since De Ribbing's visit. 
Recent claims by Cairo Radio that heavy fighting was taking 
lace; that 126 British servicemen had been killed, and that 
ritish aircraft were being shot down, were a pack of lies. 
Moreover, even if these allegations were true, the fact that 
the ad hoc Committee had been unable to find evidence to support 
the rebel claim that Oman was a state independent of Muscat, 
could be used to deny any question of British, much less Muscat, 
aggression against Oman. Gent observed that it was the alleged 
British "aggression" against the"independent state of Oman" 
which constituted the basis on which, prior to the 18th Session, 
the Arabs had succeeded in ha the Oman item inscribed on 
the agenda of the Special Poli Committee. 


6. Gent said that about the o positive recommendation 
in the report of the ad hoc Committee been that advocating 
the return of the Omani exiles. This had been coupled with the 
proposal that the United Nations should establish a good-offices 
committee to facilitate immediate negotiations, and that the 
General Assembly should call upon 


(a) the Imam and the Sultan to settle their 
dispute through the United Nations good- 
offices committee; 


-3- 


(bo) the United Kingdom to intervene with 
the Sultan to this end; 


(c) the Arab states to encourage a 
negotiated settlement. 


Gent thought that, if such a resolution were introduced, the 
British would probably wish to register the view that there 
would be no possibility of the Sultan's agreeing to treat 
with the ex- on anything like an equal basis. It had 
been this insistence by the rebels that the Sultan concede 
their claim to a special status, and indeed7a separate Omani 
autonomy, which had frustrated previous British attempts to 
mediate between the Sultan and the rebels for the return of 
the latter. Gent added that the official British position 
remained (as stated by Mr. Heath as Lord Privy Seal on March 
15th, 1961) that the United Kingdom would continue to make 
its good offices available to the opposing sides in Oman if 
there seemed to be a reasonabhe chance of success for such 
diseussions. In fact, the British were tending increasingly 
to the view that only direct contact between the rebels and 
the Sultan was likely to preduce results. The British would 
thus like to see a resolution emerge at the United Nations 
which recommended direct negotiations. It would be unlikely 
that they would vote against a moderately-worded resulution 
recommending the establishment of a United Nations good-offices 
Committee, but clearly, as a means of achieving a settlement, 
this would not be very effective. Apart from anything else, 
(ineluding the opportunity for exploitation of a good-offices 
Committee by Cairo, Baghdad and others), the Sultan would 
almost certainly decline to have any dealings with a United 
Nations Committee. 


Te Referring to the claims emanating from Cairo of 
widespread fighting in Oman, Gent observed that the Egyptians 
might be trying to stir up trouble (or at least the appearance 
of trouble) in the Sultanate, as a prelude to the United Nations 
debate. The U.A.R. might hope in this way to justify its claim 
that a serious international situation had arisen. Gent thought 
that potentially the most dangerous area of unrest was in the 
Dhofar provgnce of Muscat (see para. 3 our memo 962). Initially 
isolated from the Oman trouble, there was evidence that the 
Dhofar dissidents had now come under the influences of the Omani 
Revolutionary Council. The arrest in June in Salalah town of 
33 rebel leaders (including 2 suspected members of the shadowy 
Dhofar Rebel Committee) seemed to have scotched dissident 
activity for the time being, and there had been no recent 
incidents reported. However, the remoteness of the Dhofar, 

the existence of the R.A.F. staging post at Salalah as a target 
for nationalist saboteurs, and the thinness of the Sultan's 
Armed Forces, all added up to vulnerability. The situation 

po a - Wie to be watched carefully if it were not to get out 

of hand. 


8. A copy of this memorandum has been sent to New York 
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UNITED NATIONS, JAN, 13 (UP!)—-THE U.N. COMMITTEE ON OMAN, 
IN A REPORT TO BE MADE PUBLIC IN A FEW DAYS, WILL RECOMMEND 
THAT THE UNITED NATIONS ESTABLISH A NEGOTIATING BODY TO HANDLE 


THE OMAN PROBLEM, INFORMED SOURCES SAID TODAY. 
THE COMMITTEE, IT WAS UNDERSTOOD, WILL URGE THE BRITISH AND 


ARAB GOVERNMENTS TO PERSUADE OPPOSING FACTIONS IN OMAN 


TO NEGOTIATE THEIR DIFFERENCES, 
THE OMAN QUESTION 1S ON THE AGENDA OF THE GENERAL 


ASSEMBLY. 
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SUESTION OF OMAN : REPORT OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE 
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Documents: 


4/5562 - De Ribbing Report 

Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Oman (not yet received). 
Report of the Australian Delegation to the 18th Session 
of the United Nations General Assembly. 

Resolution 1958 (XVIII). 


Background: 


The question of Oman has been before the United Nations 
since 1957 when eleven Arab states, by letter, requested the President 
of the Security Council to convene an urgent meeting of the Council 
to consider "The armed aggression by the United Kingdom against the 
independence, sovereignty and the territorial integrity of the 
Imamate of Oman". 


26 The Sultan of Muscat and Oman protested against this 
approach to the Security Council on the grounds that the matter fell 
exclusively within the internal jurisdiction of his Government . 

The question was not included on the Council's agenda and was sub- 
sequently considered at three sessions of the General Assembly. 


3. The eighteenth Session of the General Assembly considered 
the report by Mr. De Ribbing, who as the Secretary-General's personal 
representative had been invited by the Sultan of Muscat and Oman to 
visit the Sultanate in 1963 "to obtain first hand information on the 
situation there". The De Ribbing report provides full background on 
the situation which prevailed in 1963, previous United Nations con— 
siderations, the views of the interested parties and goes into the 
historical tribal, religious and sociological background of the 
Sultanate. The report was generally favourable to the British as 

it found that Oman was not a colony, that peace prevailed in the 
area, that there was no evidence of oppression, and the people were 
content and there were no foreign bases in the areas 


4. The question of Oman was considered at the 18th Session of 
the General Assembly in the Fourth Committee. Hitherto the question 
had been the concern of the Special Political Committee. A resolu- 
tion introduced by Tunisia and supported by all Arab states seeking 
to have the question referred to the Special Committee of Twenty 
Four on decolonization was allowed to lapse in favour of resolution 
1948 (XVIII). Resolution 1948 noted the report of the Special Rep- 
resentative and taking into account that the Special Representative 
recognized that he was not competent, nor did he have the time to 
evaluate the territorial, historical and political issues involved, 
decided on the establishment of an Ad Hoc Committee of 5 member states 
appointed by the President of the General Assembly to examine the 
question of Oman. It also called upon the parties concerned to co=— 

| operate with the Ad Hoc Committee by all possible means, including 
that of facilitating visits to the area and requested the Ad Hoc 
Committee to report to the General Assembly at its 19th Session. 
The Ad Hoc Committee consists of Afghanistan (Chairman), Costa Rica, 
Nepal, Nigeria and Senegal. ae ~~ 
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UNGA 19/Item 65. 
The Ad Hoc Committee 


5 The Ad Hoc Committee held 25 closed meetings at United 
Nations Headquarters before it completed its preliminary consideration 
of the question of Oman in August, 1964. The Chairman of the 
Committee then announced that it would visit the area in order 

to obtain information first hand, and that it proposed to visit 

Cairo, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia where it would interview the Imam, 
members of his Revolutionary Council and other members of commun= 
ities, petitioners and representatives of political organizations. 

The Committee would then visit London to have discussions with 

British officials and to interview petitioners. At that time the 
Committee had not been able to arrange for a visit to Oman but it 

was hoped that the Chairman would have talks with Sultan of Muscat 

and Oman in London. The outcome of these discussions is not known 

to the Department at this stage and further information will be 
forwarded to the delegation in due course. It is known that the 
Committee concluded its hearings in Cairo on llth September, that the 
Committee had previously visited London, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and 
Cairo and that it returned to London in late September for further 
talks with British officials, including a request to obtain permission 
to enter Oman. 


Australian Attitude. 


6. Until the report of the Ad Hoc Committee is known it is 

not possible to lay down any definitive attitude for the delegation. 
The delegation should resist any attempts to have the question of 

Oman referred to the Committee of Twenty Four and should consult close- 
ly with the British delegation. The delegation should note para— 

graph 3 of London savingram 38 (repeated to the Mission in New 

York as savingram 59) in which the British stated that they intended 

no longer to attempt at the United Nations to present the Sultan's 

case for him but do no more than meet the criticisms of their relation- 
ship with the Sultan or any allegations concerning British activities 
in the area. 
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+ AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY, 
Memorandum No... 565 CAIRO 


File. 221/5/1/14 
17th September, 1964. 


The Secretary, 
CANBERRA, of External Affairs, 


U.N. Ad Hoc © te 


The United Nations Committee completed its 
hearings in Cairo on 16th September and proceeded to 
London for further talks with British officials be- 
fore submitting its report to the United Nations. 


2. In Cairo the Committee held six sessions, 
all of which were closed apart from two brief public 
statements by the Chairman Abdul Rahman P of 
stant, at the beginning and end of the visit. 
In his initial statement, Pashwak outlined the origins 
of his committee, oe with the General Assembly 
resolution in December 1963, and its activities. After 
25 closed sessions in New York, the Committee had visited 
London, (Saudi Arabia), Kuwait and Cairo. They 
had not been able to enter Oman but efforts were being 
made to obtain permission from the British authorities. 
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It has been confirmed by Brenchley, Head of Arabian 


Department, Foreign Office, that ad=-noc UN Committee on Oman Uy 
will visit London beginninz September 2nd for discussions Ow 


inter alia with British authorities. Afghan Chairman of 
Committee, (Pashwak), was 2xpected to arrive August 27th 

and had asked to see Sultai following day. Sultan in his 
“typically unforthcoming manner" had indicated that whether 

he saw Pashwak then or not would depend upon whether he 
received soon enough in writing details of questions Committee 
Chairman proposed to discuss with him, However, despite this 
reservation, Foreign Offics were confident that Sultan would 
see Pashwak, 


2 Current British discussions with Sultan had included seer 
examination of possibility that expected increase of subversive i 
activity by Oman dissidents, now that oil discovery in : 
Sultanate had been confirmed, might increase Sultan's military i 
requirements, It was Sultan's assessment, (with which British ; 

were inclined to agree), that his existing forces would be WY 
adequate to cope with any “oreseeable subversive threat. There Yyy 
would, however, perhaps be need for some expansion of STZ. 
Sultanate's military capacity when Shell Company began 

construction of their contmmplated pipeline, since task of * 
guarding Oil Company facilities would engage attention of 
considerable number of. troops. Sultan had thought he might 


then need to add one battalion, preferably a highly mobile unit, wy, 7 
to his army; he had said he would raise this requirement with G7 
British at appropriate time. Oy 
Se With reference to U.K. position on Oman item at Uji 
forthcoming United Nations General Assembly, Brenchley stressed Gi] 
that they intended to do n» more than react to criticism of FY i-4 

\, their relationship with Sui.tan or to allegations concerning G7 
British activities in area; they would not any longer attempt hee 
at UN to present Sultan's case for him. This British attitude yy’: 
would be made clear during discussions here next month with 7:7 
ad-hoe Committee, iY 2 
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Reference our memorandum 1032 in transit, You will have 
seen press reports about Shell discovery of oil in commercial 


UY 
Jabal Al-Akhdar. We have confirmed from Economic Relations [MU 
and Arabian Departments Foreign Office that these stories are’ 
essentially accurate; while Shell understandably is WZ 
reluctant to predict scale and date of commencement of yy 
commercial production, there seems to be no doubt that 
substantial flow of oil will commence within two or three ; 
years, Six out of ten test wells are promising producers and 
Company is thinking in terms of 130-mile pipeline from field 
to coast at point just north of Muscat, involving construction 
cost of some £E.100 million. 


25 Assistant Head of Arabian Department, McCarthy, has 
commented that, inevitably, confirmation of oil discovery 

would provide new impetus for Omani rebel campaign against WY 
the Sultan. He said there had been no eS cee subversive 
incidents within Sultanate thus far in 1964, although a few 
mines had been discovered and there was some evidence of arms 
traffic to dissidents. However, McCarthy thought that oil 
discovery was bound to focus attention on Omani rebel cause 
at future Arab League Meetings and particularly Arab Summit 
Meeting next month, especially since Summit Meeting was xe 
expected to take up question of co-ordination of Arab oil 
policies, In past, Arab League had been relatively restrained Cy 
about active support of exiled Imam's struggle against Sultan, 
but it was likely now that Imam would receive greater attention.| 
In addition to support which he had continually received in 
Cairo, it was known Iraqis had also been supplying arms and a 
training facilities for Omani dissidents, Greater co-ordination 
between these two Arab States in making life difficult for 
Sultan must be expected in view of current development of 
closer links between Baghdad and Cairo. In these oi vai ooue 
Saudis evidently would have mixed feelings about backing Omani 
rebels, but they would probably find it difficult to abandon — 
their long standing support of rebel cause, 
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McCarthy agreed that oil devel 
the Sultan at 


3e 
- also likely to step up pressure against ; 
In this connection, 


next United Nations General Assembly. 

there had been recent exchange of communications between 
tea that Sultan, during his” 

eurrent annual visit to London, should meet the Committee; 


n of his established position that U.N. had 

no competence to enquire into internal affairs of his 

country, apparently had not ruled out possibility of an 
ith one member of U.N. Committee. 


informal meeting here w 
It was not yet certain that he would actually talk to a 
esman (presumably the Afghan Chairman) but 


MeCarthy thought there was good prospect that Sultan 
a@iscussion while he was here. From 


int this would, of course, be healthy 


development. 
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GENERAL 
GENERAL A/5688 

27 February 1964 
ASSEMBLY pres er ENGLISH/FRENCH/ 


SPANISH 


Eighteerth session 
Agende. item 78 


QUESTION OF CMAN 


Note by the Secretary-General 


1. The Secretary-General has been informed by the President of the eighteenth - 
session of the General Assembly that, as a result of the consultations referred 

to in the President's statement at the 1285th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1963, 
he has appointed the following Member States, under the terms of operative 
paragraph 1 of Assembly resolution 1948 (XVIII) of 11 December-1963, to serve on-~ 
the Ad toc Committee on Oran: Afghanistan, Costa Rica, Nepal, Nigeria and’ Senegal. 
2. All the above-mentioned States have accepted the President's invitation .to 
serve on the Ad Hoc Committee. 
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WASHINGTON FOR INFORMATION, REPEATED OTTAWA SAV.860, 


REPORT AND RESOLUTION (OUR TELEGRAM 1809) WAS ADOPTED 
IN PLENARY 96 - 1 (UNITED KINGDOM) - 4 (USA, AFGHANISTAN, 


2. LIBERIA, TUNISIA AND AUSTRALIA SWITCHED FROM 


3. IN OUR CASE THIS WAS DONE FOLLOWING AGREEMENT BY 

UNITED KINGDOM AND HAVING REGARD TO FACT THAT ONE OF OUR 
MAIN PURPOSES IN ABSTAINING IN FOURTH COMMITTEE WAS NOT 
REPEAT NOT ACHIEVED I.E. TO CARRY OTHERS INTO ABSTENTION 


P.M.'s 13TH DECEMBER, 1963. 
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JW 0.27533 


Sent: 9th December, 1963, 
TO: 1805 


Australian Mission to United Nations, 
NEW_YORK......1163 


REPEATED: 


Australian Embassy, 
WASHINGTON.....-3091 (for Information) 


Australian High Commission, 
OTTAWA. .2---SAV.191 


External Affairs Office, 
LONDON......SAV.EA.245 


CONFIDENTIAL. IMMEDIATE. 


' Fourth Committee - Muscat/Oman, 


Your 1791. 

On draft resolution as it stands at present bast" ’ 
1791), we are disposed to oppose and would hope that other friendly 
delegations will do likewise, In view of de Ribbing report, we 
firmly reject need for Committee of 24 to consider question, 


ae If draft resolution is further amended to provide for 
study by an ad hoc Committee in lieu of Committee of 2+ we would 
have less objection but would still find it difficult to support, 
unless the British did so. If ad hoc committee proposal is 
adopted, we assume third preambular paragraph would have to be 
deleted, 


MIN. & DEPT E.A. (914/8) 

MIN. & DEPT TERRITORIES 

MIN. & DEPT DEFENCE 

P.M.'s 10th December, 1963. 
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REC'D: 6TH DECEMBER, 1963p 

AUSTRALIAN MISSION TO 1800. HN 
UNITED NATIONS, 


NEW YORK. 


SSS 


UN1784. CONFIDENTIAL. PRIORITY. 
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WASHINGTON FOR INFORMATION. 
REPEATED OTTAWA SAV.830, LONDON SAV.919. 


Ws 


FOURTH COMMITTEE - MUSCAT/OMAN. 


RESOLUTION AS CONTAINED IN OUR 1772 WAS TABLED BY TUNISIA 
THIS EVENING. 

RESOLUTION IS COSPONSORED BY OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES, 
TOGETHER WITH INDONESIA MALI SOMALIA AND YUGOSLAVIA. 

INTENTION IS TO PUT TO VOTE TOMORROW, DECEMBER 6, 
IF POSSIBLE. 


~ 


2. A NUMBER OF AFRICANS WOULD HAVE PREFERRED THE 
SETTING UP OF AN AD HOC COMMITTEE, AN IDEA INITIATED BY 
LATINS, TO STUDY SITUATION. 

GHANA INFORMALLY PROPOSED CERTAIN AMENDMENTS TO 
RESOLUTION, NAMELY, DELETION OF REFERENCE TO RESOLUTION 


1514 CONTAINED IN PREAMBULAR PARAGRAPH 3 AND CHANGING Yj, 
THE WORDING IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2 TO READ TO EXAMINE 
THE"STATUS" OF OMAN RATHER THAN THE “SITUATION". 
GHANA CAMEROON AND TOGO VOICED OPINION THAT RESOLUTION, 
AS IT STANDS, PRE-JUDGES THE ISSUE AS IT IS NOT CLEAR 
WHETHER OR NOT OMAN IS AN INDEPENDENT STATE. 
IF THESE AMENDMENTS ARE ACCEPTED, RESOLUTION WILL 
PROBABLY OBTAIN WIDE AFRICAN SUPPORT. Yy 
| bp 
3. WE SPOKE TODAY IN GENERAL DEBATE. Y 
COPY TOMORROWS AIR BAG. Oo 
~M 
4, | CANADA AND NEW ZEALAND SPOKE ALONG SIMILAR LINES. MV) 
wy 
~weanee regi y 
MIN, & DEPT E.A. 7 
MIN, & DEPT TERRITORIES Dy 
P.M.ts 6TH DECEMBER, 1963. Y 
ey 
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SRG I. 33623 
DATED: 4TH DECEMBER, 1963 
1843 
FROM: REC'D: 5TH DECEMBER, 1963 
1225 


AUSTRALIAN MISSION TO UNITED NATIONS, 
NEW_YORK, 


UN1768. CONFIDENTIAL, 


REPEATED WASHINGTON, LONDON SAVING. 909, (FOR EXTERNAL), 
OTTAWA SAVING.823. 


FOURTH COMMITTEE - MUSCAT/OMAN. 


THE FOURTH COMMITTEE CONTINUED THE DEBATE ON MUSCAT AND 
OMAN WHICH BEGAN YESTERDAY. 

AFTER THE QUESTIONING OF PETITIONERS STATEMENTS THEN 
FOLLOWED BY LIBYA, UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC, IRAQ AND SAUDI 
ARABIA. 

WHAT MIGHT BE CONSIDERED MAIN STATEMENTS IN THE GENERAL 
DEBATE WERE THEN MADE BY SYRIA AND THE U.K. 


2. THE U.K. FORCEFULLY SET OUT TO PROVE THAT MUSCAT AND 
OMAN IS NOT A COLONIAL QUESTION. 

IT STATED THAT IT WAS CONTENT TO BASE ITS CASE ON THE 
DE RIBBING REPORT. (COPY OF STATEMENT BY AIR BAG.) 


3. TODAY ARAB MEMBERS CONTINUED ATTACK DIRECTED MAINLY 
AT ESTABLISHING PROBLEM AS BASICALLY A COLONIAL ONE. 

AS FAR AS A GOOD MANY AFRICANS AND ASIANS ARE CONCERNED, 
THEY HAVE PROBABLY SUCCEEDED. 

RESOLUTION TO BE TABLED BY ARABS WILL, WE UNDERSTAND, 
ASK SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF TWENTY-FOUR TO TAKE UP ITEM AND 
CONDUCT A STUDY OF SITUATION. 


4, ON SUCH A RESOLUTION OUR PRIMARY ASSESSMENT IS THAT 
SOME AFRICANS AT LEAST WILL SUPPORT, LATIN COUNTRIES WILL 
PROBABLY ABSTAIN, WESTERN GROUP AND SCANDINAVIANS WILL OPPOSE. 

IT IS SOMEWHAT DOUBTFUL U.K. WILL OBTAIN NECESSARY 
BLOCKING THIRD. 


5. U.S., DENMARK, BELGIUM, NORWAY ALSO SPOKE TODAY IN 
GENERAL DEBATE UPHOLDING DE RIBBING REPORT AND STATING 
PROBLEM NOT A COLONIAL ISSUE. 


MIN. & DEPT E.A. 
MIN. & DEPT TERRITORIES 
P.M.'S 5TH DECEMBER, 1963 
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AUSTRALIAN MISSION TO THE REC'D: 5TH DECEMBER, 1963. AG 
UNITED NATIONS, 1530 /) 
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REPEATED WASHINGTON 


eyes) 


REPEATED OTTAWA SAVING BAG 825 


~ 
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REPEATED LONDON (FOR EXTERNAL) SAVING BAG 913 


FOURTH COMMITTEE - MUSCAT/OMAN 
OUR TELEGRAM 1768. 


SAN SYS) 
A A WN 


2. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF POSSIBLE RESOLUTION CURRENTLY 
BEING CONSIDERED BY ARAB COUNTRIES. 


Th wal 


"HAVING DISCUSSED THE QUESTION OF OMAN, 

DEEPLY CONCERNED WITH THE SITUATION PREVAILING IN OMAN, 

RECALLING GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 1514 (XV) OF 
DECEMBER 14, 1960, 


~ 


1. RECOGNIZES THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF OMAN TO SELF- 
DETERMINATION AND INDEPENDENCE, 

2. INVITES THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH 
REGARD TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE 
GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES, 
TO EXAMINE THE SITUATION IN OMAN AND SUBMIT A REPORT THEREON 
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DURING ITS NINETEENTH SESSION." 
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SPEAKING IN THE TRUSTEESHIP COMMITTEES DEBA nay NP ore 
WEMENT AMBASSADOR HORST AL TINE Meee CARDED TRE mnt ee Wie EN 
TRYING/TO KEEP CONTROL OF ONAN BECAUSE OF IMPORTANT DIScovERIES | \ 


BRITISH WERE KEEPING OMAN SEPARATED FROM THE fest pr 

me WORLDy THE YEMENT AMBASSALEO \ 
LSFT : \\ \ 

S ‘ UN 4 \ 


TM BRITISH WERE KEEPING OMAN SEPARATED FROM THE RESt|OF 
THE WORLD, THE YEMENI AMBASSADOR CHARGED, NO VISITORS PERMITTED 
To visit hud LOCAL INHABITANTS WERE PROHIBITED FROM LEAVING THE 


THE NUCLEAR pages OF BRITAIN EXTENDED ALONG THE. SOUTH, 
SOUTHEAST AND p Mout RN PARTS OF THE ARABIAN PENINSULA, Tt 
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DATED: 19TH NOVEMBER, 1963. 
FROM: 1827. 
REC'D: 21ST NOVEMBER, 1963. 


AUSTRALIAN MISSION TO UNITED NATIONS, 1141. 
NEW YORK. 


UN. 1665. CONFIDENTIAL. 


WASHINGTON FOR INFORMATION, REPEATED LONDON SAV. 863, 
OTTAWA SAV. 789. 


FOURTH COMMITTEE - MUSCAT AND OMAN, 
AT MEETING OF WESTERN GROUP AND OLD COMMONWEALTH TODAY, 
BRITISH SAID - 


(A) THEY WOULD APPRECIATE AS MANY INTERVENTIONS AS 
POSSIBLE AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 


(B) ARABS WOULD SEEK TO HAVE MATTER REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
OF TWENTY-FOUR WHICH BRITISH WOULD VIEW VERY SERIOUSLY. 


(C) THEY WERE SEEKING SPONSORSHIP FOR RESOLUTION SIMPLY 
NOTING DE RIBBONING REPORT. 


(D) THEY HAVE HAD DISCUSSIONS WITH AFRICANS AND LATINS 
AND GENERAL RESPONSE WAS “FRIENDLY". 


r-b—AZmo—-amwzZz0N 


NN imwi»wdwM—d’{»wsq8nHnd A MMH Ss sss ggg SST TTT TTT TT 


MQ0we 


2. THEY SAW CASE AS RESTING MAINLY ON FOLLOWING - 
(A) OMAN IS NOT A COLONIAL SITUATION. 
(B) THIS IS PROVED BY DE RIBBONING REPORT. 


(C) ATTEMPT AT INTERFERENCE WITH INDEPENDENT COUNTRY 
IS WRONG AND DANGEROUS PRECEDENT. 


(D) COMMITTEE OF TWENTY FOUR IS GOVERNED BY RESOLUTION 
1514 IN TERMS OF REFERENCE. 


3. WE HAVE SAID WE WILL SPEAK AS REQUESTED IN PARAGRAPH 
1 (A) ABOVE. 


4, EXPECT ITEM WILL COME UP EARLY NEXT WEEK. 


MIN. & DEPT E.A. 
MIN. & DEPT TERRITORIES. 
P.M.'s. 21ST NOVEMBER, 1963. 
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Published at LONDON. 


~- 
MUSCAT AND OMAN 


~ No Man’s Land 


At the, United Nations last year, a 
number of delegates confessed to not 
aoe able to make head or tail of the 
situation in Muscat and Oman. The 
question of Oman had been before the 
United Nations since 1957, when the Arab 
countries first asked the Security Cotncil 
to consider Britain’s armed aggression 
against the “independence, sovereignty 
and the territorial integrity of the Imamate 
of Oman.” But, five years later, and with 
yet another Arab resolution before them, 
delegates still had a number of pertinent 

questions, Were Oman and Muscat a 

single state or two separate entities? Was 

Britain denying self-determination to an 

independent people, or were the Arabs 

urging the dismemberment of a sovereign 
state? Was there a rebellion going on? 
Why did ‘the Sultan of Muscat not senda 
representative to plead his cause and how, 
in.any case, did Britain fit into it all ? 
0 the Sultan, who, as he later told the 
mission, had seen no reason why he 
should go to court, sit on the “ bench for 
the accused” and be confronted with his 
own subjects on an equal footing, was pre- 
vailed upon to invite the Secretary- 
‘General’ t6: send a representative to ‘see 
what was going on in his baffling kingdom. 

Accordingly Mr de Ribbing, the Swedish 
. ambassador»to. Spain who has become an 
* expert.in Oman’s affairs, went off to 
Muscat and Oman in the spring, and also 
saw the Imam and his brother in their 
exile in Saudi Arabia. His report was 
published on October r5th, 

Mr de Ribbing found out some of the 
answers but not the ones that would have 
made it easier'for the United Nations to 
judge the case. He found the Sultan’s 
army in control of the area; he was able 
to count the number, and analyse the 
status, of the British officers serving with 
this army; he saw no trace of the rebellious 
Oman Liberation Army and he discovered 
there had been no fighting and few serious 
incidents since January, 1959. He saw 
nothing to support the reports of atrocities 
against political. prisoners; the Sultan did 
not allow him to visit the main prison but, 
at a guess, there were 30 to 40 political 
prisoners and the Indian doctor who 
attended them said their most serious 
trouble was boredom. 

So far, fairly good. But the mission was 
unable to evaluate the “territorial, his- 
torical and political issues involved.” Even 
the term “Oman” is vaguer some take 
it to be the whole eastern: bulge of the 
Arabian peninsula; others »the craggy 
inland area, isolated by mountains and 
deserts. History can be, and is, manipu- 
lated to suit the arguments of either side. 


In the years before every strip of ground, 
and every group of people, began to ‘be 
tidily marshalled behind the barbed wire 
of national frontiers, the area was con- 
trolled by tribal leaders who, from time to 
time, paid allegiance to whichever over- 
lord was strong enough to claim it. The 
Arabs claim the Imamate as’ the. “oldest 
democracy still surviving as a state.” But 
the extent and the. status (whether 
religious or secular) of his authority have 
been remarkably elastic, and became 
more so when, two hundred years ago, 
the then Imam made his son Sultan of 
Muscat and Oman’ with temporal rather 
than religious authority. 

Mr de Ribbing stumbled into a dis- 
appearing act when he tried to refer to the 
Treaty of Sib, the 1920 agreement between 
the present Sultan’s father and his Omani 
tribes,. The Arabs claim the agreement as 
evidence of .Oman’s independence; the 
British deny that it was more than an 
arrangement for peaceful coexistence 
between the Sultan and his  sheikhly 
subjects’; the Sultan both’ refused to 
produce the textzand said that, anyhow, 
he did not consider himself bound by it 


Ms of the people interviewed, by the 
UN mission said that they did not 
want the Imam back as this would only 
cause trouble, But Mr de Ribbin g points 
out, pan-faced, that the possiblitiak of ex- 
pressing political opposition are limited, 
and he did unearth certain “ most carefully 
and cautiously expressed” signs of dis- 
content.» 

Through all the obfuscation, two argu- 
ments emerge from Mr. de Ribbing’s 
report,...First, the area badly needs money 
and technical help if it is-ever to get 
anywhere under whichever leader (and 
here Mr de Ribbing suggests the United 
Nations might step in). Second, and this 
is not a point made directly by the UN 
mission, there is a curious anachronism in 
Britain’s involvement with two feudal 
leaders, one in controlsand one in exile, 
in an area about as far removed from 2oth- 
century nationalism as one.can get. 


sytee eee 


Britain swung down on the Sultan’s side. | 


to protect its trade routes, and stayed on 
when it became likely that there was oil in 
the region. But even if oil is found in 
worthwhile quantities (which is not yet so) 
there is no need of a special relationship 
with the Sultan'in order to get the use of 
it. Muscat and\Oman is, in the words of a 
visiting correspondent,-a boy scout’s para- 
dise for the British officers who are help- 
ing. the Sultan to maintain control;. this 
seems no convincing reason to struggle to 
preserve the spirit of the past, 
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My. Ge Ribbing has now submitted his Report to the 
Seeretary-General. The latter has asked us to forward a copy 
te the Sulten and we have done so. 
26 On September 9 the Arab Delegations in New York requested 
that the item “the question of Oman" should again be inseribed on 
the Agenda of the Assembly. The customary explanatory memorandum 
accompanying the request was circulated on September 17. ‘This 
followed the usual lines, except that the Arab Delegations suggested 
that, since the United Kingdom had failed to take steps to end its 
“solonial rule", the Assenbly should deal with the item as an 
essentially colonial problem. The General Committee considered 
the inseription of the item on eptember 19. As last year, 
Sir Patrick Dean recorded the British Governnent's opposition 
to inseription but did not press the matter to a vote. The Syrian 
representative, following the argument of the explanatory mmorandum, 
proposed that the item should be transferred from the Special 
Political Committee to the Fourth Committee. He was supported 
by the Soviet Union, Guinea, Cameroon, Somalia and Indonesia. 
Sir Patrick Dean also spoke against this proposal, and was supported 
by the United States and Ieslend. The Syrian proposal was approved 
by 1l-7-3- The General Assenubly on Septenber 20 approved the 
inseription of the item and its allocation to the Fourth Committes. 
3e The Secretary-General has not yet decided the manner in 
which Mr. de Ribbing's Report will be made available for study; 
since Mr. de Ribbing’s visit to the Sultanate did not arise from 
an Assembly resolution, circulation of the Report is not in his 
view automatic. We hope, however, to persuade one of the 

/Delegations 
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s Delegations who last year deplored the lack of impartial and 
up-to-date information about the situation in the Sultanate to ask 
for the Report to be circulated as an Assembly document. It is of 
course essential for our purposes that Mr. de Ribbing's findings 
should be available to the Fourth Committee. 
le The Report will thus provide the basis of our case in 
this year’s Assexsbly. It is a comprehensive document, including 
@ geographical and sociological introduction, a sumary of the 
arguments hitherto presented by both sides, and detailed reports 
on the answers obtained by the Mission to a list of basic questions, 
nalmly about the current situation in the Sultanate, Mr. de Ribbing 
concludes that there has been no recent fighting in the Sultanate 
and thet active warfare ceased in January 1959. He found little 
evidenes of sabotage and quotes the coment frequently made by 
those whom he interviewed that there was exaggeration in the claims 
put forward in broadcasts about alleged Omani activities from Cairo, 
Damaseus, Mecca and Baghdad. So far as the existence of rebel 
forces in the Sultanate is concerned, the Report records that all 
those interviewed stated that there were no “rebels” and that 
nowhere in Oman was there an area actively controlled by "rebels". 
During its travels through Oman the Mission (which reports that it 
Obtained complete freedam of movement) did not meet any signs of 
“rebel” activity, mor was it able to find any evidence of areas not 
under the active control of the sultan and his Government. The 
Report disposes of Omani claims that British units are stationed in 
the Sultanate by quoting correctly the emall numbers of British 
seconded and contract officers with the Sultan's Forcese 
5e My. de Ribbing also examined closely Omani allegations of 
Oppression by the Sultan. This question was brought up at every 
meeting and interview during the Mission's visit to the interior 
of the Sultanate. All the Governors and the Sheikhs as well as 
the great majority of the other persons interviewed denied that 
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there was political oppression. ven in places where discontent 
and reservations were expressed in a cautious manner it was frankly 
admitted that power was concentrated in the hands of the Sultan 
and that this concentration of power had put an end to feuds: his 
rule wes in accordance with the principles of Islamic laws The 
Report says plainly that no-one in the Sultanate wants the rebel 
leaders back on their terms, although it records some comments that 
people would not object to their return provided that they made 
their peace with the Sultan. 

be The Report discusses at perhaps undue length the status 
and significance of the agreement of Sib but concludes that a 
judgement on the matter fell outside the specific terms of reference 
of the Mission. Againg although there is a section in the Report 
dealing with efforts towards negotiation with the rebels, Mr. de 
Ribbing does not attempt to pass judgement on the merits of the 
rebel demands. In his concluding remarks Mr. de Ribbing merely 
expresses the hope that an amicable ané peaceful solution may be 
found by conciliation and negotiations 

Te Apart from the references to negotiations with the rebels, 
which we think he would have done better to omit, Mr. de Ribbing'’s 
Report is generally very satisfactory. It meets very adequately 
the concern expressed by Delegations last year sbout their lack 

of information on the real situation in the Sultanate, and the 
Clear conclusion emerges that Arab claims on behalf of the Omanis 
are widely exaggerated where they are not completely untrue. It 
provides no basis whatsoever for the new contention that the 
question of Oman is a cOlonial problem which should be dealt with 
as such, There are numerous references in the Report to the 
Sulten’s independence from outside control; and the report quotes 
the Sulten’s clear statement that his sovereignty is in no way 
affected by the assistance towards military and civil development 
in the Sultanate provided by the British Government. 
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included in the letter dated 24 September 1963 from 

Mr. Robert Edwards which has been circulated in document A/C.4/604. 
It is distributed to members of the Fourth Committee in accordance 
with a decision taken by the Committee at its 1436th, meeting. 


THE LEGAL AND HISTORICAL ASPECTS OF THE OMAN QUESTION 


Memorandum addressed to U Thant (Secretary-General of the United 
Nations) by Robert Edwards (Member of Parliament and Chairman 


of the Committee for the Rights of Oman ) 


"To refer the question to the United Nations is the normal, just 
and peaceful course of action; for there can be no question of withdrawing 
our complaint before an organisation founded to further peaceful solutions 
to international disputes." 


GHALIB IBN ALI, IMANI OF OMAN 


63-21308 Bs ee 
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GENERAL BACKGROUND 


Oman was founded as an independent State in 750 apy/ and has remained so , 
for almost all of the last twelve centuries, although she has had to repel 
repeated invasions. The inhabitants of Oman adhere mainly to the Ibadi Muslim 
group, which strictly follows the Islamic idea of government, in particular 
the principles of individual liberty and the election of the head of state. 
According to Oman's well-defined constitutional law, the Imam or ruler must be 
elected and must govern through the Council of Shaikhs or Elders, representing 
tribal and other groups. The principle of equality is embodied in the provision 
that any man may stand for election as Imam, however humble his birth, if he 
fulfils a required standard of morality, ability and knowledge. 


OMAN AS A SOVEREIGN STATE 


Before the recent British invasion, Oman possessed all the attributes of 

a fully sovereign State, and had been recognized as such for centuries. She 

fought wars of defence against Portugal (1508-1670), Persia (1742) and Britain 

(between 1806 and the present day).* She has maintained an army since her 

foundation in 750, and a navy dating from 808, the time of the 

Imam Ghassan Ibn Abdullah. The Government of the Omani Imamate levied taxes on 
| its citizens, maintained internal security, and organized social welfare. The 
distinguished British traveller, Mr. Wilfred Thesiger, commented: 


| af Oman proclaimed herself independent from the dynastic Abbasid Empire of 
Baghdad. The Omanis held that the Abbasids violated Islam by being 
hereditary kings, and that a truly Islamic Government was elected. 


2/ The British Army, in alliance with the Sultan of Muscat, captured the 
| city of Bahla in 1806, massacred the inhabitants of Fakkan in 1807, 
looted the autonomous town of Ras Al Khaima in 1809, and made many 
subsequent incursions against Omani territory. See "History of the Imams 
and Seyyids of Oman" by Salil Ibn Razik (translation and introduction 
by the Rev. G.P. Badger) London, 1871. 


Less 
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"We were now entering territory which is effectively administered by 
the Imam, Muhammad Ibn Abdullah, who is recognised as ruler of inner Oman 
by all the settled tribes, both Ghafari and Hinawi, between Ibri and the 
Bani Bu Hasan villages in Jaalan, and by the Badu tribes of Duru', the 
western Januba, the Wahiba and Harasis ... His representatives are to be 
found in every group of villages where they administer justice and collect 
taxes ... The Badu do however recognise the Imam as their overlord and the 
expression 'God lengthen the life of the Imam' is frequently heard amongst 
them and sincerely meant, since by affording them a tribunal and by 3/ 
composing their differences he has brought to them security and justice." 


THE USURPATION OF MUSCAT BY THE SULTANS 


In 1792, Sultan Ibn Ahmad, an ambitious man whose father had been Imam of 
Oman, seized power in the Omani coastal town of Muscat. His late father's 
position gave him no right to authority however, since the principle of heredity 
is not accepted constitutionally in Oman. Thus his action was completely illegal 
and constituted an act of rebellion against the established Omani State. But- 
he was given recognition for strategic reasons by the British Government, which 
bought a base in that area, in its rivalry with France for power in the Sutin! 
The 1798 Treaty with Britain gave the usurper in Muscat protection for the 
treason which he had committed against his country's Government. 

Having illegally separated Muscat from the Omani Imamate, of which it was 
an integral part, the new dynasty attempted, often with British help, to dominate 
the rest of Oman and other areas (in particular Zanzibar, a convenient base for 
the dynasty's slave trading activities). But the dynasty never succeeded in 
dominating Oman; and in 1868 the Omani Imam Azzan Ibn Qays drove out the Sultan 
of Muscat (to whom he was distantly related) and restored Oman's unity. But 
the British Government of the time, by unjustifiable interference in Oman's 
affairs, restored the dynasty, and the Imam died in battle. As a result of 
this interference, the country was plunged into a state of contusions 


3/ + From article in "Desert Borderlands of Oman", Geographical Journal, 
Oct-Dec. 1950, pp. 151-152. For further details of this Imam's Government, 
see "Oman and the Southern Shore of the Persian Gulf", compiled by the 
Arabian American Oil Co., Research Division, Cairo, 1952, pp. 70-74. 


4/ Badger, in his introduction to Salil Ibn Razik's History, says of the Treaty 
that "Its object was to secure his (E.G. Sultan's) alliance against the 
suspected designs of the French". 


5/ "Oman and the Southern Shore of the Persian Gulf", pp. 24-37. See also 
"Notizie sull' Oman" in Oriente Moderno, 1934, p. 394, by Suleiman el-Baruni 
who states that oppression by the Sultan's governors led the people to turn 
to the Imam Azzan for the defense of their rights. / 


VT 
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RECENT AGGRESSION AGAINST OMAN 


In 1913, order was finally restored and the Imamate reconstituted. ©/ The 
new Imam, Salim Al Kharusi, resolved to take a firm stand against interference, 
although this involved a long war with the Sultan and the British Army. He was 
assassinated by the Sultan's agents in 1920, and Muhammed Al Khalili was elected 
his successor. Finally, to save himself from humiliation and military defeat, 
the Sultan signed the Treaty of Sib. (See Appendix I) 

This Treaty maintained peace until the first stages of the latest 
aggression on Oman began in 1954. The Sultan and the British Government were 
actuated by two motives: the hope that Oman contained oil (which has now been 
found) and the reforms planned by the new Imam, Ghalib Ibn Ali, for 
modernizing the Omani State. The British Government doubtless felt that the 
existence of a progressive democracy in South Arabia would encourage the people 
in Muscat and other areas to demand retaitics thus undermining many hereditary 


despotisms under British protection. 


THE CONDUCT OF THE WAR 


It was tacitly agreed that the Sultan should give oil concessions in Oman 
to British interests, on the understanding that British forces would aid the 
Sultan's aggression. A British company, Petroleum Development (Oman) Ltd., was 
formed to exploit Oman's oil. It must be noted that the Sultan's granting of 
such concessions was an interference in Oman's internal affairs, and thus a 


violation of the Treaty of sip.0/ 


6/ "Oman and the Southern Shore of the Persian Gulf", pp. 53-54. See also 
article "L'Imamato Ibadita dell' Oman" in Annals of Naples University 
Oriental Institute, pp. 245-282, by Laura Veccia Vaglieri. We must note that 
there were unsuccessful attempts to restore the Imamate in 1874 and 1883. 


et 


The circumstances surrounding the Imam's reform programme are described in 
the monthly periodical Sawt Oman (Voice of Oman), March 1963. 


8/ Mr. Philip Noel-Baker M.P. told the House of Commons on 29 July 1963: "Of 
course it was for oil that the military operations in Oman were undertaken. 
The Imam held that oil drilling in Oman territory was a matter of ‘internal 
affairs' belonging to him. The Sultan, hoping to become a multi-millionaire, 
held a contrary view, and we backed the Sultan with British arms." 
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@n 16 September 1955, British troops seized the border town of Buraimi and 
drove out the Saudi Arabian police garrison there. Using Buraimi as a base, they 
invaded Oman and occupied Nazwa, the capital. But the small Omani Army put up a 
very stiff resistance, and the invading forces had to resort to heavy bombing in 
order to subdue the country. The Royal Air Force annihilated seventeen villages, 
and the five main cities of Oman were severely damaged. Despite very heavy 
losses in material and manpower, the Omanis continue their resistance to this day. 

In addition, the invading forces have regrettably used other inhumane 
techniques. After the bombing of civilian population centres, army units, 
reinforced by paratroops, overran the country and rounded up large numbers of 
Omanis. The wounded, by express command of the Sultan of Muscat, were tkrcvn 
into pits specially dug for the purpose and left to die of their wounds. A 
British officer told our Committee that the Sultan did not wish to allow the 
Omani wounded any medical treatment since this, in his view, would have been a 
favour to his enemies. 

The Omani Government, which was driven into exile when the country was 
overrun, appealed to the Red Cross and the Muslim Red Crescent to bring aid to 
the wounded. But the Sultan refused to allow any medical assistance mission to 
enter the area. The degree of callousness and inhumanity in this is 
extraordinary, since aid to the wounded has rarely been forbidden by any party 
in the whole history of warfare. 

Soldiers in the Omani Army who were taken prisoner were handed over to the 
Sultan's authorities for “interrogation”. In order to obtain information, very 
brutal methods were used. In one area a relative of the Sultan was placed in 
charge of the interrogations. These were conducted in a specially constructed 
building. The prisoners were led into a room on the first floor, where the 
Sultan's relative questioned them. There was an opening in the wall looking onto 
a courtyard, and below this opening a large iron spike rose from the ground. 
Those who refused to answer questions were thrown through the opening on to the 
spike which impaled them through the stomach; then they were left to die slowly. 
According to a British N.C.0., some British soldiers in a camp nearby were so 


disgusted with this manner of treating prisoners of war, that they made a 


complaint. But no steps were taken to make the interrogations more humane. 
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The whole conduct of the invasion of Oman was barbarous in the extreme. 

Atrocities were committed not only against prisoners of war but even against . 
defenceless Omani civilians. Our Committee was informed of one particularly brutal 
case, where an old woman was burned alive by men of the Sultan's British-officered 
forces. Her only crime was that she was a friend of an Omani leader. 

And these atrocities, in complete violation of the Geneva Convention, still 
continue. At the height of the invasion, a large number of Omanis were arrested and 
imprisoned by the Sultan in dungeons in medieval-style fortresses. The number of 
these prisoners has been estimated by the Omani Government at around 500. They 
have been held without trial (some of them for periods of over six years) in 
extremely overcrowded and unhygienic conditions, with the result that most of those 
who did not die by torture have fallen a prey to disease. One report from a 
British source stated that only twenty-two of these prisoners are still alive. 

In November 1962 the Sultan staged a further wave of arrests throughout the 
Omani territory under occupation. So many were arrested that there was not enough 
room for them in the dungeons. Concentration camps were set up and the prisoners 
were accommodated in tents. Hardly a week passes without news of yet more arrests 
in Oman. 

The above information came from British servicemen, who deplored such methods 
and voluntarily testified to our Committee. We undertook not to disclose their 
names for fear of disciplinary action against them. But we stress our conviction 
that they are honest reliable witnesses, who deplore such occurrences, as every 


9/ 


decent Englishman who has heard of them deplores them.= 


THE LEGAL ASPECTS OF THE WAR 


The legal issues in the Oman problem hinge on the interpretation of the 
Treaty of Sib and the constitutional law and practice of Oman. The British 
Government's view is that this Treaty is not a valid treaty in the internationally 
accepted sense, but rather an agreement between the Sultan and his subjects. This 
is belied by three facts: 


9/ These testimonies collected by our Committee were published in the April 1963 
edition of Free Oman, a monthly periodical printed in London. 
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(1) The treaty deals with questions of extradition, non-aggression and 

trade. 

(2) Section 1, article 4 pledges the Sultan not to interfere in Oman's 

affairs. 

(3) The Treaty was negotiated through the British Political Agent, whose 

responsibilities only covered the external relations of the Sultan's regime. 

It is clear from the terms of the Treaty and the conditions under which it 
was signed, that the Sultan never had any sovereignty over Oman; and the Treaty, 
by its terms, amounted to a total renunciation by the Sultan of any claims he 
might have put forward to such sevedetaney aa! In fact this Treaty, signed by 
the present Sultan's father and witnessed by a British Government representative, 
constituted an acknowledgement of Oman's independence by the two parties which 
now deny it. Furthermore, by their direct aggression on Oman and their 
interference in Oman's internal affairs in the matter of oil concessions, the 
British Government and the Sultan committed a grave violation of international 


law in their disregard for this Treaty. 


THE FALSEHOOD OF THE SULTAN'S CLAIMS 


It is necessary here to examine in greater detail the Sultan's claims that 
Oman and Muscat form one state, of which he is the rightful ruler. 

Historically, Muscat was an integral part of the Omani Imamate from 750 
until Sultan Ibn Ahmad's usurpation in 1792, except for a period in the 
sixteenth century, when it was seized by the Portuguese but then regained by the 
Omanis. From 1792 to 1920, the dynasty possessed no sanction beyond foreign 
(i.e. British) armed force. The Omani State, the legitimate owner of the 
territory accorded them no recognition, nor was their rule based on any popular 
consent. They would have collapsed had the British Government's suppression of 
rebellions by the people of Muscat in 1829, of Dhufar in 1897, and on many other 


10/ American experts on the problem state that "From time to time the Sultans of 
Muscat have reasserted their claim to authority over Oman as far as the 
Rub al-Khali, though there has existed no substantial basis to support such 
a claim." See "Oman and the Southern Shore of the Persian Gulf", page 3. 
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occasions to this day ;2L/ a denial of the internationally recognized "droit de 
révoite".22/ These facts demonstrate that the Sultan's regime in Muscat has never 
been legal or truly effective (except through foreign internvention); therefore it 
does not qualify for recognition as a government. 

It is arguable that the Omani State, by promising not to interfere in the 
Sultan's "government" (Treaty of Sib, section 2, article 4), gave him de facto 
recognition. But this no longer applies in view of the complete violation of 


this Treaty by the Sultan, who has thereby torn up the only title deed he may 
13/ 


have possessed for his throne. 


THE CONSTITUTIONAL LAW OF OMAN 


The British Government's arguments supporting the Sultan should be 
disregarded, since they possess no validity. Mr. Macmillan's Government is not 


qualified to decide what is or is not the rightful sovereign authority in Oman; 


11/ See "The Persian Gulf" by Sir Arnold Wilson, Oxford, 1928, for 
detailed accounts of these suppressions. Wilson states that without such 
intervention, the Sultan's reign "would have come to an untimely end" 
(p. 233), and also describes the suppression of the Bani Bu Ali tribe of 
Jaalan in 1821 (p. 208). 


12/ The right of a people to settle its affairs of government internally, even by 
force, without foreign interference, is a cardinal principle in international 
law. "Foreign interference, howsoever invoked, is necessarily directed 
against a portion of the population of a foreign state and is thus a denial 
of its right to engage in or suppress a revolution or of employing its own 
resources to retain or acquire control over the government of its own 
country." See "International Law" by C.C. Hyde, Volume 1, pp. 253-254. 
Hyde's statement on this point is confirmed by many eminent jurists 
throughout the world. 


13/ Bertram Thomas, the Sultan's Minister from 1925 to 1950, states that "When the 
Great War ended there were thus two mutually antipathetic Governments in Oman, 
a coastal one and an interior one." See "Arab Rule under the Al Bu Said 
Dynasty of Oman", published in 1938 by the British Academy (p. 25). Although 
a supporter of the Sultan's dynasty, he does not trouble to defend many of 
their claims, and refers to them merely as "the Al Bu Saidis, the present 
governing family of Muscat" (p. 9). On the other hand, referring to Oman, 
he declares that "here the Imam was the supreme lay ruler as well as 
religious head". Even such a staunch upholder of the British Government's 
imperial interests has to admit that the Sultan has no lawful authority in 
Oman. 
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this question is determined by the constitutional law and practice of Oman, as 
applied by her citizens over many centuries, which recognizes the elective 
principle as opposed to the Fepebitery at The British Government argues that it 
is not compulsory for Oman to be ruled by an elected Imam, citing periods during 
which no Imam governed (e.g. 1870-1913). But this thesis fails to take into 
account certain minimum conditions for the legality of a government according to 
Islamic principles, on which Omani law is pasea.2/ The Quran, which is 
absolutely binding on all Muslims, lays down two precepts by which government 
must be conducted. The verse "God commands you to make over trusts to those 
worthy of them" (chapter 4, verse 58), indicates that the people are required to 
give their assent to men of suitable character as their rulers. Oman gives due 
weight to this in insisting that the Imam possess certain intellectual and moral 
qualifications. The Quran also commands that the people's affairs be "decided in 
counsel among themselves" (chapter 42, verse 38), for which popular representation 
(as in Omani law) is needed. The Sultan's rule is devoid of any popular consent; 
nor does he hold his position because of his fitness to rule, but only because he 
is the protégé of the British Government and the son of his father. His rule is 
purely personal, without any representative assembly. Thus it has no claim to 


recognition, either in Omani Law and practice, or in Islamic law generally. 


14/ It is the consensus of opinion among impartial authorities and scholars that 
"The Imamate ... has ancient roots in the land; it is the one type of rule 
to which the people are accustomed by tradition and preference." See "Oman 
and the Southern Shore of the Persian Gulf", p. 4. Laura Veccia Vaglieri 
confirms that "The chief of the State must be elected in the person of the 
most worthy and capable, whatever his birth." See "L' Imamato Ibadita dell! 
Oman", p. 256. 


15/ The Omani Imamate's Islamic nature is affirmed by reputable scholars. "The 
Imamate there is thus in a sense a survival in the modern age of the original 
Caliphate of Islam; the Ibadhi Imam is still elected in much the same fashion 
as were the first Arab Caliphs of the seventh century, and it is not lacking 
in significance that the Caliph was often called the Imam of his people." 

See "Oman and the Southern Shore of the Persian Gulf", p. 10. An Omani 
authority says much the same thing in a recent work; see "Al Nas'alat al 
Omaniyya" (The Omani Question) by Ismail Al Bu Hilal, Baghdad, 1962, p. 19. 
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THE OMAN QUESTION AT THE UNITED NATIONS 


During the debate on the Oman question at the Seventeenth General Assembly of 
the United Nations, many delegates expressed their inability to make up their 
minds on this question, due to the lack of information at their disposal. One of * 
the main aims of our Committee is to bring to light more of the facts about the 
problem of Oman, and this is our motive in compiling this memorandum. 

Unfortunately, the invading forces have imposed a ruthless and effective 
censorship on Oman to keep the world in ignorance about the situation there. And 
this world-wide ignorance has been exploited by certain British delegates at the 
United Nations, who have spread a number of intellectual distorticns and 
historical inaccuracies. 

An example of such inaccuracy is found in the argument of the British 
delegate, Mr. Colon Crowe. Mr. Crowe advanced certain evidence for the 
inseparability of Muscat from the remainder of Oman, and claimed from this that 
the Sultan was entitled to rule all Oman. He created a deliberately false 
impression by such phrases as "Oman was never an independent state separate from 
Muscat"; and her independence "could not be restored, for it had never existed". A 
study of history reveals that the Imamate of Oman has been independent for 
1,200 years and that Mr. Crowe's terms for expressing the situation are simply 
nonsensical. Certainly Muscat is not separate from Oman, for the so-called Sultan 
of Muscat is a mere usurper with no claim to rule in Muscat or any other territory 
that belongs by right to the Omani Imamate. 

Mr. Crowe held his own argument up to ridicule by quoting the great Omani 
lawyer and theologian, Abdullah Ibn Hamid Al Salimi, to reinforce his claim that 
"Muscat and Oman" constitute one state. Al Salimi was one of the greatest 
authorities on Omani constitutional law who ever lived, and he was a staunch 
upholder of the elected Imamate. He was a contemporary of the Imam Salim Al Kharusi, 
whom he supported and encouraged in the 1913-1920 war against British intervention. 
Certainly Al Salimi regarded Oman and Muscat as one State, in that Muscat is 
lawfully a part of the historic Omani Imamate, to whose- integrity Al Salimi held 
fast throughout his life. His teachings consistently refuted and condemned the 


British Government's fallacy of the Sultan's right to rule, and Mr. Crowe's 


misinterpretations are designed only to confuse delegates at the United Nations. 


ie 
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Oman, according to Mr. Crowe, must not be given self-determination to 
"secede" from Muscat, whose people are the same in race. Yet it was the Sultan 
who in 1792 seceded from the authority of the lawfully elected Government of 
oman .£9/ In this context, Mr. Crowe's talk of secession is revealed as a mere 
distortion. The people of the interior of Oman have already chosen the Imam 
Ghalib Ibn Ali as their ruler in 1954. There is no doubt that if the inhabitants 
of Muscat were allowed to choose their own future, they would by an overwhelming 
majority reject the despotism of the Sultan and support the Imam Ghalib, who has 
so courageously dedicated his life to the struggle for the welfare and legitimate 
rights of his people. We do not advocate any secession; rather we urge the 
reunification of the area under the rightful constitutional authority of the 


Omani Imamate. 


MILITARY REALITIES 


Peace, says Mr. Crowe, now reigns in Oman, and British troops have been 
withdrawn. Yet members of our Committee, who have visited Oman at intervals 
over the last two years, have all borne witness to the fact that hostilities 


continue and have even increased recently; while British Army casualties in 


17/ 


Oman continue to be reported even in the British press. My personal 


observations on a visit to Oman also confirmed that the war goes on unabated. 
With regard to the British troops stationed there, it is known that British Army 
reinforcements were sent from Aden to the Jaalan region in May 1963. It is also 


a fact that there are at present serving in the Sultan's forces a large number of 


16/ Sir Arnold Wilson declared that "Sultan Ibn Ahmed revolted against ... the 
nominal Imam, and having made himself master of the forts at Muscat, Matra, 
Barka, and other posts along the coast, set up an independent rule under the 
title of Sayyid Sultan." See "The Persian Gulf", p. 231. 


17/ As a sample of such reports, we may note the following headlines which 
appeared in London newspapers: 
"Rebels in Oman Kill Briton", Daily Telegraph, 16 March 1963. 
"Soldiers Killed Report Denied", Evening News, 3 April 1963. 
"British Soldiers Killed", The Times, 4 April 1963. 
In spite of British Government denials, such reports continue to come from 
many reliable sources. 
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British mercenaries as well as regular servicemen seconded from the British Army. 
The Trucial Oman Scouts, a British-officered force, has also been used against 
the Omani Liberation Army. 


THE OMAN QUESTION AND THE UNITED NATIONS 


The late Mr. Dag Hammarskj6ld stated that "The problem of Oman is not one that 
concerns the Arabs only, but the whole world owing to the killing and destruction 
that are taking place there." It is our earnest request that the United Nations 
should bear his words in mind when dealing with this problem, for it is an 
humanitarian issue in which all the most sacred principles to which the United 
Nations subscribe are at stake; and it is essential that the solution should be in 
accordance with justice and the rights of man. For these reasons our Committee 
expresses its serious concern at the nature of the mission to Muscat undertaken by 
Your Personal Representative Mr. de Ribbing. While the integrity of the United 
Nations and of Mr. de Ribbing is beyond question, we nonetheless feel that the 
conditions under which the mission has been undertaken render it very difficult for 
an accurate appraisal of the question to be made. 

Our misgivings are based on the fact that the mission was to visit Muscat at 
the invitation of the Sultan. As has been demonstrated above, that person is merely 
a usurper whose claim to rule has no validity, and who consequently has no authority 
to receive a mission of this nature. In addition, the lawfully elected Government 
of the Omani Imamate, which alone possesses legitimate sovereignty in the area, has 
expressed its regret that it was not consulted or even asked for its views 
concerning this mission. It thus appears that the mission is only able to receive 
the views of the British Government's occupation authorities and the Sultan, who 
are the aggressive party, while the views of the aggrieved party will not be 
ascertained. It is lamentably clear that Mr. MacMillan's Government, in inviting 


this mission to visit Muscat, is attempting to deceive the United Nations, and to 


give that respected body a totally false impression of the situation in Oman. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
¥: The evidence compiled above affords firm proof of the following facts: 


(1) @man is an independent state with a proud history of 1,200 years of 

‘ independence behind her. From her constitutional law, as her people have 
applied it throughout their history, we know that her rightful system of 
government is the elected Imamate. Her present legitimate ruler is 
therefore the Imam Ghalib Ibn Ali, elected in 1954. 
(2) The Treaty of Sib, as well as all other legal and constitutional 
evidence, demonstrates that the so-called Sultan of Muscat has no authority 
over Oman. Even the authority which he has exercised in the area of Muscat 
is illegal, as it is based on usurpation only, and he is unable to maintain 
it without foreign armed force. 


(3) Thus Muscat, as well as the province of Dhufar, forms an integral part 


of the Omani Imamate, both by law and by historical precedent. 
(4) The British Government, by its support of the Sultan's usurpation and by 
its invasion of Oman, is guilty of aggression against a sovereign state and 
of grave violations of international law. 
(5) In the process of maintaining the Sultan in power and invading Oman, the 
British Government has been responsible for a number of acts which contravene 
the United Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
As British citizens, we wish to register our strongest disapproval and 

sorrow for these acts committed by the Government of our country. We consider that 


our Government's policy towards Oman is completely wrong and unjustifiable by the 


standards of law and morality, and that it contradicts the most noble principles 
of democracy and human rights for which Britain has traditionally stood. In the 
name of all English men and women who are loyal to our nation's fine traditions, I 


beg that the United Nations will serve the ends of justice by condemning these 


aggressive acts, by calling for the withdrawal of British troops from Oman, and 


by recognizing the Imamate of Oman's just claim to liberty and independence. 


(Signed) Robert EDWARDS 
Chairman 
Committee for the Rights of @6man 
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APPENDIX I 
bg THE TREATY OF SIB 1920 


In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 
This is the peace agreed upon between the Government of the 
Sultan Taimur Ibn Faisal and Shaikh Isa Ibn Salih Ibn Ali, on behalf of the people 


of Oman whose names are signed hereto, through the mediation of Mr. Wingate, I.C.S., 


Political Agent and Consul for Great Britiain in Muscat, who is empowered by his 


Government in this respect and to be an intermediary between them. Of the 
conditions set forth below, four pertain to the Government of the Sultan, and four 
pertain to the people of Oman. Those pertaining to the people of Oman are: 

(1) Not more than 5 per cent shall be taken from anyone, no matter what his 

race, coming from Oman to Muscat or Matrah or Sur or the rest of the towns 

of the coast. 

(2) All the people of Oman shall enjoy security and freedom in all the 


towns of the coast. 

(3) All restrictions on everyone entering and leaving Muscat, Matrah and 
all the towns of the coast shall be removed. 

(4) The Government of the Sultan shall not grant asylum to any criminal 
fleeing from the justice of the people of Oman. It shall return him to them 
if they request it to do so. It shall not interfere in their internal 
affairs. 

The four conditions pertaining to the Government of the Sultan are: 

(1) All the tribes and Shaikhs shall be at peace with the Sultan. They 
shall not attack the towns of the coast and shall not interfere in his 
Government. 

(2) All those going to Oman on lawful business and for commercial affairs 
shall be free. There shall be no restrictions on commerce, and they shall 
enjoy security. 

(3) They shall expel and grant no asylum to any wrongdoer or criminal 
fleeing to them. 

(4) The claims of merchants and others against the people of Oman shall be 


heard and decided on the basis of justice according to the law of Islam. 


pee 
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APPENDIX IT 


SLAVERY UNDER THE BRITISH OCCUPATION 


The question of slavery and the slave trade is important in understanding 
the Oman problem, for it is a symptom of the type of rule applied by the Sultan 


of Muscat. The Sultan possesses a personal retinue estimated at about 700 slaves 


and the territory under his control, in particular the province of Dhufar, is a 
centre of a very lucrative slave trade. The Imam of Oman views this practice 
with repugnance, and Omani spokesmen have frequently condemned it. 

It must be emphasized that slavery remains a legal institution only in the area 
of British influence and control in South Arabia; it is forbidden by law in every 
independent Arab country without exception. The Anti-Slavery Society, a well-known 
humanitarian organization in Britain, has done extensive research in this question, 
and its findings have been published in its bulletin, the Anti-Slavery Reporter. 
The issue of June 1960 makes it clear that Muscat, Dubai and Buraimi (all within the 
British sphere of influence) are recognized centres for slave trading. The 
Anti-Slavery Reporter published the testimony of Major W.O. Little, a British 
officer who served in the region and who discovered a very extensive slave trade 
operating between Buraimi and Dubai, where "merchants operated with apparent 
immunity under the noses of the British Political Agency". Major Little 
estimates that in 1955 alone, the British authorities allowed between 1,500 and 
2,000 slaves to be transported through Buraimi. It is true that warrants have 
been issued for the arrest of the most notorious Buraimi slave traders; yet 
our Committee learned from men serving in the British forces occupying Buraimi 
that these warrants are not used, and that the very men against whom they have 
been issued are permitted to roam freely and continue trading in slaves. The 
British Government applies its world-famed policy of laissez-faire with the 


warrants as an insurance against awkward questions at the United Nations. 


The Report of Mr. Faisal Ibn Ali 


The following extracts are taken from the report of Mr. Faisal Ibn Ali, a 
cousin of the Sultan of Muscat, published by the Dar Al Kutub Press, Cairo, 
under the title of "Sultan wa Insti'mar" (Sultan and Imperialism). The author 
worked in the Sultan's Foreign Ministry, but resigned his post in protest against 


the autocratic methods of his cousin's rule. He has since become known as one of 


the most distinguished experts on the Oman problem. 
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"The Sultan, in spite of his modern schooling, still clings to the 
customs of his ancestors. He has a large number of slave-girls who live \ 
with him in his palace. Their life is the life of the harem. Nobody 
associates with them, nor do they associate with anybody; and they have a 
special keeper from among their master's guards. He is their only contact 
with the outside world. (p. 13.) 


"The Sultan has his special bodyguard, most of whom are from his 
southern territory, Dhufar; some of them are bought slaves and some are freed 
slaves. He makes life enjoyable for them as long as they are obsequious and 
blindly obedient to his orders and his harsh laws. If you pass by them 
during their guard-duty, you would find them all silent as statues, trembling 
that their master might come upon them unawares or pass in front of them 
because he tortures them cruelly and is very harsh with them. 


"This bodyguard of slaves endure a life of fear, of which we can gain a 
true picture from certain facts that have become known. There are many 
secret tragedies of which nobody in the outside world knows anything; but 
there is no doubt that this actual tragedy which I shall relate is typical 
of these tragedies which are repeated time and again. 


"Tt happened only very recently in the northern province, in Muscat, 
the capital of the Sultan's kingdom. The Sultan was angry one day, for one 
of the many reasons which anger him, with a slave in his bodyguard, and he 
ordered that he should be tortured. (There are forms of torture devised for 
the torment of those who serve and guard him, and who perhaps might even have 
to sacrifice their lives for him when his time comes.) As the master 
commanded, this slave was beaten painfully with rawhide whips until his blood 
flowed and the marks of it showed on his body. This torture was continued 
for days, and the slave thought of a way to prevent himself being tortured 
in this savage fashion, and a way to protect himself. He was led to only 
one conclusion: one course of action was open to him which was not, however, 
free from great dangers. He did not sleep, but prepared himself, and 
managed to escape from the palace into the street. He ran as fast as possible 
until he reached the British flag (at the Consulate), the protector of 
slaves and their liberator. He clasped his arms around the flag-pole and 
stood weeping and telling the story of his torture... Finally he was brought 
to someone who interrogated him to find out his story... The slave told it 
accurately but in broken sentences... 


"Eventually, British policy found a successful solution even if it was 
against the first principles of justice and human conscience. The slave 
was returned to his master. 


"It was as if he had jumped out of the frying pan into the fire; he 
sought freedom and justice and was led back to slavery and torture. The 
Sultan and the British authorities were united against him because their 
interests are associated and each of them props up the other, and supports 
the other in case of mishaps. This is the colonial policy which knows no 
right, and does not believe in justice, nor even in abiding by its own law.” 
(pages 16-18) 
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At one time British diplomatic missions always granted asylum to 
slaves; hence the British flag is described as the "liberator". 


Our Committee made inquiries from the British Foreign Office 
concerning this case. We were informed that a slave may, on 
application to a British diplomatic mission, receive a manumission 
certificate. However, there are many slaves who are not granted 
asylum or any means of securing the freedom to which a manumission 
certificate entitles them. They are far too frequently returned to 
the jurisdiction of the country in which they were enslaved, and 
they are thus completely open to penalization by the authorities in 
that country. A Foreign Office spokesman admitted that the 
manumission certificate was usually a dead letter. 


It is plain from this that the present British Government, despite 
its participation in the International Slavery Convention of 1926 
and the Supplementary Convention of 1956, is making no effort to 
prevent slavery and the slave trade in the area of South Arabia 
within its sphere of influence or control. Indeed, its policy is a 
complete contravention of Article 4 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, which states: "No one shall be held in slavery or 
servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all 
their forms." 
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QUESTION OF OMAN 
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Note by the Secretariat: The following communication is 
distributed to members of the Fourth Committee in accordance 
with a decision taken by the Committee at its 1435th meeting. 


Letter dated 24 September 1563 addressed to the Secretary-General by 
Mr. Fobtert Ecwards, M.P., Chainran, Ccmmittee for the Rights of Oman 


London, 24 September 1963 


I am writing to you in connexion with the situation in Oman which, in the 
view of our Committee, is a matter which raises grave issues of principle. Apart 
from the obvious threat to peace implicit in the continuation of a war in an area 
as important strategically as South Arabia, we are greatly disturbed by the fact 
that the present British Government has committed an unjustifiable aggression, and 
is even now engaged in acts of suppression which contravene internationally 
accepted principles of human rights. 

The enclosed nenerenaau” is the result of a very extensive research 
undertaken by our Committee into the legal and historical aspects of this problem. 
The sources of this research are the works of scholars and other experts who are 
recognized throughout the world as authorities on the history and constitutional 
law of Oman. I trust that the United Nations will give this vital evidence the 


serious attention that it deserves. 


2/ Note by the Secretariat: The enclosure has been placed in the files of the 
Secretariat and is available to members upon request. 


63-21169 Re 


A/c.4/604 » 


English 
Page 2 


Our Committee is an independent body, without affiliations to any other 
organization, whose aim is to further the Omani people's just claim to liberty 
and independence. Our members and supporters, mainly British citizens, adhere 
to our aims for essentially humanitarian reasons. Furthermore, we have discovered 
that the vast majority of well-informed people in Britain deplore the Macmillan 
Government's policy towards Oman, since it is a negation of all the noblest ideals 
for which our country's great civilization stands. It causes us the bitterest 
regret that a British Government in the twentieth century is responsible for the 
invasion of a sovereign State, the subversion of that State's lawful constitution, 
the bombing of its villages, and the preservation of the slave trade in South 
Arabia. 

I therefore earnestly request you to inform the United Nations of this 
Committee's views, which are representative of the views of a steadily increasing 
section of the British public. 

I beg to state also that, in the event of the United Nations desiring further 
information on this question, our Committee would be willing to authorize one of 
its members to give any evidence that may be required. This could be arranged at 
a time and place to suit your convenience, and we would be willing to send our 
representative to New York to testify, if such a course is agreeable to you. Any 
expenses involved in this would naturally be paid by our Committee. 


(Signed) Robert EDWARDS, M.P. 
Chairman, Committee for 
the Rights of Oman. 
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AIGTRIA, IPAQ, JORDAN, KUYAIT, LEBANON, LIBYA, MOROCCO, SAUDI ARABIA, SUDAN, 
‘SYRLA, TUNISIA, UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC AND YEMEN: REQUEST FOR THE INCLUSION oF 
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QUESTION OF OMAN 
Addendum 


EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 


Ae The question of Oman has been before the United Nations since i957. The 
British armed eggresricn against the independence, sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of the Imamate of Oman was considered by the Security Council on 

15 August 1957, and the question of Oman was inscribed in the agenda of the 
General Assembly during the fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth sessions. During 
the last two sessions of the General Assembly, a substantial majority of the 
Members of the United Nations recognized the right of the people of Oman to 
self-determination and independence end called for the withdrawal of foreign 
forces from Oman. However, the people of Oman are still denied their right to 
freedom and independence. Such a situation can no longer be tolerated 
particularly since the adoption of the historic Declaration on the granting of 
independence to colonial countries and peoples. The United Nations, which has 
assumed a primary responsibility for the total liquidation of the colonial systen, 
cannot be indifferent to the fate of a people who have, for years, struggled for 
the attainment of their freedom and independence, 

2. In view of the continued policy of repression pursued by the Government of 
the United Kingdom and its failure to take steps to end its colonial rule, and 
transfer all sovereign powers to the genuine representatives of the people in 
accordance with the provisions of the Declaration on the granting of independence 
to colonial countries and peoples, the General Assembly must, once agein, consider 
the question of Oman, and deal with it as an essentially colonial problem. 
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AUSTRALIAN MISSION TO UNITED NATIONS, 


NEW_YORK. / 


UN 1145. UNCLASSIFIED, 


REPEATED WASHINGTON, OTTAWA SAV.588, LONDON (FOR EXTERNAL) 
TELEGRAM NO. 149, CAIRO SAV.37. 


OMAN. 


IN A LETTER DATED 9TH SEPTEMBER BUT CIRCULATED TODAY 13TH 
ARAB COUNTRIES REQUEST THAT "THE QUESTION OF OMAN" BE PLACED ON 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S AGENDA. 

AN EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM IS TO FOLLOW. 


P.M.'s 13TH SEPTEMBER, 1963 
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Eighteenth session 


ALGERIA, IRAQ, JORDAN, KUWAIT, LEBANON, LIBYA, MOROCCO, SAUDI ARABIA, 
SUDAN, SYRIA, TUNISIA, UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC AND YEMEN: REQUEST FOR THE 
INCLUSION OF AN ADDITIONAL ITEM IN THE AGENDA OF THE EIGHTEENTH SESSION 


THE QUESTION OF OMAN 


Letter dated 9 September 1965 from the Permanent Representatives 
of Algeria, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Saudi 


Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, the United Arab Republic and Yemen 
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 


Upon instructions from our respective Governments, we have the honour 
to request that the following item be placed on the agenda of the eighteenth 
session of the General Assembly: "The question of Oman". 

An explanatory memorandum under the terms of rule 20 of the rules of 


procedure of the General Assembly will follow. 


(Signed) A. CHANDERLI (Algeria) J.-M. BAROODY (Saudi Arabia) 
A.M. PACHACHI (Iraq) 0.A.H. ADEEL (Sudan) 
A.M. RIFA'I (Jordan) S.E.D. TARAZI (Syria) 
S.J. KHANACHET (Kuwait) T. SLIM (Tunisia) 
G. HAKIM (Lebanon) M. RIAD (United Arab Republic) 
F.B. JILAYEL (Libya) Y.H. GEGHMAN (Yemen) 


A.T. BENHIMA (Morocco) 
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TEMPLE Bar 2435 
34 AUSTRALIA HOUSE, 


STRAND. 


In reply quote No. LONDON, W.C.2. 


Memo No. 2OOKW th November, 1962 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA 


Oman 


New York sent the following message to the Foreign 
Office on 21st November: 


"Guatemalan representative in committee today made 
an emotional intervention, using anti-colonial argu- 
ments and promised to support any Arab resolution. 

It is essential that other Latin American delegations, 
who are reasonably well disposed towards us should not 
waver, since at present the resolution appears to be 
primarily supported by Arabs and Soviet bloc. Provided 
you agree, therefore, I think that representations by 
posts to which this telegram is repeated would be use- 
ful. Chilean delegation show signs of weakening from 
last year's support for us, and Argentine delegation, 
though sympathetic, tell us that they are still await- 
ing instructions. 


Line for Her Majesty's representatives to take 
could perhaps be as follows: 


(a) Debate is taking place in an emotional atmosphere, 
and it is essential that the facts of the case be 
borne in mind. 


(b) The facts are these: 


(i) There is no ‘situation’ in Oman, All is 
quiet and no combatant British troops are 
stationed there. 


(ii) Muscat and Oman is not, and never has been 
a colony. it is a sovereign independent 
State having treaty relationships with the 
United States (dating from 1833), with 
France and with India, as well as with our- 
selves. 


(iii) Doctrine of self-determination is not 
relevant in this case. Tribes of Oman are 
racially, linguistically and culturally the 
same as those in the rest of the country. 


(c) Her Majesty's Representatives might also orally 
make the point that the Arab countries are, in 
fact, claiming that Oman has the right to secede. 
If this were granted an independent Oman would be 
in no way viable, and would inevitably be swallowed 
up by more powerful neighbours." 


2s We are sending copies of #his memorandum to 
Washington and New York. 


_ « 


(oot & ay i (R.N. Hamilton) 


for Senior External Affairs Representative. 
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894, UNCLASSIFIED. 


UY, 
Repeated Washington for information, 
Repeated Ottawa Sav. Bag 531. 
Repeated London for External Sav. Bag 600, 
—G 
Oman, | 
Secretariat has circulated letter dated 28th June 
from eleven Arab countries requesting inclusion of "the question 
of Oman' on the agenda of the Seventeenth Session of Assembly, 
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Rec'd: 16th May, 1962 
Australian Consulate-General, 0600 
GENVA, 


328. CONFIDsNTIAL. 


World Health Assembly, 


Following are main developments since our 


(a) General Comittee. 


TTS 


sxecutive Board. 

Bight countries proposed by the General 
Comittee are U.S.5.R., France, Canada, Colombia, Haiti, 
Tunisia, Madagascar, and Ceylon, Failure to nominate more 
than one African state was strongly criticised bv Nigeria Yy 
and other \friecons in the Committee and there is possibility 
that the Committee's »ecommendation will be contested in 
the Plenary. australia and United Kingdom both votec for 
Sierra Leone and will do so again in the Plenary. 


Supplementary Item. 


Item entitled "Role of Physician in 
Maintenance and Promotion of Peace" has been proposed by Saudi 
Arabia, The Committee today deferred consideration. Item 
supported by Germany. 


(b) Administrative Comittee. 
Salary of Director-General _ and Senior Office 

Discussions beforehand showed that United 

at a United States and Canada were prepared to agree to 
cara recommendations. In Committee, we criticised piecemeal 


salary increases in advance of United Nations decisions but 
received no support. Recommendations accepted without a vote. 
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Level of Assessments. 


Board recommendations were adopted with 
made to 1964 assessments 
troactive adjustments for 


Western Samoan application endorsed unanim— 
poke briefly in support. 


(ii) Muscat and Oman. Application strongly 

attacked by Iraq, followed by Mali, Sudan, Yugoslavia, 

U.S.S.R., Cuba, and Saudi Arabia. Ceylon, supported by 

Somalia anc Yugoslavia, then moved to postpone consideration, 
This was adopted without a vote. 


The British did not oppose since it was 
clear that an attempt to force the issue would have meant 
defeat. 
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